
 

Study Guide - 16 June, 2019 
Series: Luke 
Text: Luke 8:4-21  

This guide is provided to help facilitate a clear understanding of the Bible passage with a focus on 

applying God’s truth to our lives as individuals and as a group. Therefore, spend at least half your time 

discussing questions that are application focused. While the guide has been bulked up, you still need 

to prepare by praying through the passage, reviewing the guide on your own, and thinking about how 

your group might answer questions and follow-up questions. 

 
 

 

Introduction 
Luke has begun introducing the identity and purpose of Jesus as the Spirit-anointed Messiah who has 
come to set oppressed captives free (Luke 4:18-19). Since then, we have seen Jesus as having authority 
over sin (Luke 5:1-32) and also the Lord who has come to form and call his people by grace (Luke 5:33-
6:16). As the one who has formed the New Covenant people of God, he has also given his counter-
cultural instructions on what it means for his disciples to build their lives on Him and his words (Luke 
6:17-49). Thus far in the Gospel of Luke, the identity, purpose and authority of Jesus as Messiah has 
been affirmed and illustrated through his ministry and counter-cultural practices. Despite these 
affirmations, Jesus still confounds the expectations of the people. In this passage, Luke now leads 
readers into the explanation behind this – 1) that there are those who hear or do not hear God’s word, 
that 2) God’s word itself will expose and judge whether we do or do not hear, and that 3) we are hearers 
of God’s word if we are connected with him and do his word.     
 

Structure of passage 
8:4-15 Establishing the types of hearer 
       8:5-8  The four different types of soil 
        8:8  A call to hear 
  8:9-10  Jesus explains the purpose of parables, contrasting between the disciples and the rest 
        8:11-15 Jesus explains the meanings behind the illustration of the four different types of seed 
 
8:16-18 God’s word will expose and judge, whether we do or do not hear 
        8:16  The illustration of the lampstand representing Jesus’ word 
         8:17  The explanation of how Jesus’ word will both expose and judge 
 
8:19-21 We are hearer’s of God’s words if we are connected with Him and do His word. 
          8:19-20 Jesus’ family desire but are unable to reach Jesus 
          8:21   Jesus explains that his families are those that hear and do God’s word.  
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Getting to Christ 
This text highlights that God, through Jesus Christ has given His people the secrets (the mystery) of the 
Kingdom of God – salvation through Jesus Christ.   

Big Idea 
Jesus teaches on the nature of His word, and the type of responses that His word will produce. Whether 
it is the good soil that will bear fruit and prove to be the family of Jesus, or those that, due to the cares 
or hardships or the world, will be liable to judgement because of rejecting it. 

 
What Your CG Must Take Away From This Study 
For your group to examine their own response to God’s word and what it says about the state of their 
hearts. For your group then to heed Jesus’ word and apply it to our lives. 
 
 

Read Luke 8:4-15 
4 And when a great crowd was gathering and people from town after town came to him, he said in a 

parable, 5 “A sower went out to sow his seed. And as he sowed, some fell along the path and was 

trampled underfoot, and the birds of the air devoured it. 6 And some fell on the rock, and as it grew up, 

it withered away, because it had no moisture. 7 And some fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up 

with it and choked it. 8 And some fell into good soil and grew and yielded a hundredfold.” As he said 

these things, he called out, “He who has ears to hear, let him hear.” 

 
9 And when his disciples asked him what this parable meant, 10 he said, “To you it has been given to 

know the secrets of the kingdom of God, but for others they are in parables, so that ‘seeing they may 

not see, and hearing they may not understand.’ 11 Now the parable is this: The seed is the word of God. 
12 The ones along the path are those who have heard; then the devil comes and takes away the word 

from their hearts, so that they may not believe and be saved. 13 And the ones on the rock are those who, 

when they hear the word, receive it with joy. But these have no root; they believe for a while, and in 

time of testing fall away. 14 And as for what fell among the thorns, they are those who hear, but as they 

go on their way they are choked by the cares and riches and pleasures of life, and their fruit does not 

mature. 15 As for that in the good soil, they are those who, hearing the word, hold it fast in an honest 

and good heart, and bear fruit with patience. 
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Q1a. What do the four types of soil represent?  
 
Q1b. How do you see these in our culture? 
 
Q2. Why did Jesus speak in parables, and how does it relate to the types of soil? 
 
Q3. What are the “secrets of the Kingdom of God” Jesus is talking about here? 
 
Q4. How do you know which type of soil you are? 
 
Q5a. How do true hearers of Jesus’ words respond to the word?  
 
Q5b. What do you think is the fruit Jesus is talking about? 
 
Q6. Which type of soil do you identify most with?  
 
Read Luke 8:16-18 
16 “No one after lighting a lamp covers it with a jar or puts it under a bed, but puts it on a stand, so that 

those who enter may see the light. 17 For nothing is hidden that will not be made manifest, nor is 

anything secret that will not be known and come to light. 18 Take care then how you hear, for to the one 

who has, more will be given, and from the one who has not, even what he thinks that he has will be 

taken away.” 

 

Q7a. What does the lamp in Luke 8:16-17 represent? 
 
Q7b. What does Jesus say his words do? 
 
Q9. How does this passage challenge us listen carefully to God’s Word? (v18) 
 
Q10. How have you experienced the rewarding and revealing nature of God’s word? 
 
Read Luke 8:19-21 
19 Then his mother and his brothers came to him, but they could not reach him because of the crowd. 20 

And he was told, “Your mother and your brothers are standing outside, desiring to see you.” 21 But he 

answered them, “My mother and my brothers are those who hear the word of God and do it.” 

 

Q11. How does Jesus define who his family is? 
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Q12. How does understanding yourself first as a son or daughter of God encourage you to hear God’s 
word and do it? 
 
Apply Practically 
What are some practical ways we can be better listeners of the word of God? 

Appendix: Text Notes 
  

This text highlights the fallen condition of man in the flesh, that one can hear yet not understand God’s 
word and are unable to attain to its mystery (Luke 8:10 / Isaiah 6:9).  This illustrated through the use of 
the parable of the sower and the seed, with the seed being God’s word. But, for those that he has called 
as his own, the revelation of this once mystery has been sown into their hearts, that they may hold it 
fast, do his word, and with patience, bear fruit (Luke 8:15). Using then the illustration of a lamp and its 
light (Luke 8:16-18), this text shows that God’s word itself will then expose and judge those that do or 
do not hear and respond to the message of Jesus; the lamp being Jesus and his message is that light 
which exposes. This demonstrates how one is exposed when they hear God’s word, and in so doing, 
showing how the word of God has been sown into their life. Finally, through the appearance of his 
mother and brothers, Jesus uses this opportunity to affirm those that belong to the family of God – 
those that hear the word of God and do it (Luke 8:19-20).   
 
1.      We can hear or not hear God’s word. 
The Old Testament overtones, particularly Isaiah, is again evident in this passage of Luke. In his 
explanation of the parable, Jesus quotes from Isaiah 6 drawing attention to the differing responses to 
God’s word, namely, 1) that there are those that hear God’s word, but fail to understand it, and 2) that 
there are those who hear God’s word, do it, and in so doing are as though family to him. Jesus then 
speaks in verse 10 the revelatory and concealing function that his parables serve, distinguishing 
between those that he has called, and those that are not. He builds upon those through his explanation 
of the parable and the four different types of seed sown into the ground, being: 

a.     The seed that fell on the path: falling prey to the devil and experiencing no spiritual growth.  
b.     The seed that fell on the rock: as a result of experiencing suffering or testing, and with the 
absence of any roots, fall away, yielding no growth. 
c.     The seed that fell among thorns: that whilst there appears to be some spiritual growth, the 
worldly pressures and the daily grind of life choke out the ability to yield any mature fruit. 
d.     The seed that fell into good soil: as a result of hearing the word, and with patience and 
holding fast to it, in an honest and good heart, bear fruit. 

 
Types one to three, highlights the spiritual reality of this world that is at work against the proclamation 
of the gospel. This includes the devil, worldly pressures and testing, as well as the general cares and 
concerns of life. Nonetheless, by the saving work of God through Jesus Christ, there are those that are 
able to hear and time withstanding, respond to God’s word (type 4), bearing good fruit with patience. 
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It is also worth mentioning that whilst these types draw a distinction between those that are called by 
God, and those that are not, a parallel can also be applied to whether there is a response in obedience 
to God at a given point in time. That is to say, one called by God can still apply this parable into their 
own life, reflecting on whether they are actively hearing and responding to God’s word, and in so doing 
bearing fruit.  
 
2.      God’s word will expose and judge, whether we do or do not hear. 
Whilst the use of the parable of the sower had been represented in the gospels of Mark and Matthew, it 
appears to have a distinct purpose in the gospel of Luke. This being, that Jesus’ message will shed light 
on, or expose all our deeds, and therefore it is of utmost importance how one then responds to his word 
and teachings.  

  
This passage alludes to the fact that God has put Jesus on a lampstand, that His word and teachings may 
be proclaimed and witnessed by all. Incidentally, it is His very word that exposes how one responds to 
God’s word; serving the function to both distinguishing between the elect and non-elect. The call then is 
to hear God’s word, and in light of future judgement, to respond in a befitting manner.  

  
3.      We are hearers of God’s word if we are connected with Him and do His word. 
Throughout this passage, there is a recurrent call by Jesus to hear His words (8:7, 8:15 and 8:21). And 
whilst this story of the appearing of his mother and brothers is seemingly somewhat out of place, Jesus 
uses this opportunity to define what it means to hear God’s word and its implicative necessity. 
 
In responding to the person who told Jesus of his family’s presence, Jesus addresses the crowd (as 
opposed to the person, or his mother and brothers) and tells them that those that belong to the family 
of Jesus, are those that are hearers of God’s word and do it. This clarifies the position of what it means 
to hear God’s word, and highlight its necessity – that we belong to His family by hearing His word and 
doing it.  
 
 

 


