
 

Study Guide - 23 June, 2019 
Series: Luke 
Text: Luke 8:22-56  

This guide is provided to help facilitate a clear understanding of the Bible passage with a focus on 

applying God’s truths to our lives individually and corporately. Therefore please spend at least half 

your time discussing questions that are application focused. Remember to prepare by praying through 

the passage, reviewing the guide on your own, and thinking about how your group might answer 

questions. There is a new section, “What Your CG Must Take Away From This Study” which is the main 

application you should lead your group towards as you use this guide. 

 
 

 

Introduction 
Up until now in the Gospel of Luke, the themes have been the identity of Jesus, his purpose and 
authority and how one then responds to Jesus as Messiah. At this point in the text, readers are again 
confronted with the nature and authority of Jesus - over nature, the supernatural, disease and 
ultimately, death. And again, readers are confronted with how one responds to Jesus’ authority, 
whether in faith or in unbelief. Through the events in this passage, Jesus challenges individuals as to 
where their faith lies - challenging them not to be deterred by their current situation but to instead put 
their faith in the one who overcomes even death. 

Structure of passage 
8:22-25 (On a boat with the disciples)        Jesus calms the story 
8:26-39 (Trip to Gerasenes)                         Jesus cast out demons 
8:40-48 (Encountering the bleeding woman)  Jesus heals the ailing woman 
8:49-56 (Healing Jarius’ daughter)             Jesus brings back to life Jarius’ daughter 

Big Idea 
Jesus’ authority is demonstrated over the domains of nature, the supernatural, disease and even death. 
The people who interact with Jesus are challenged to respond by putting their faith in Jesus and his 
authority, instead of responding to their circumstances with fear.   

What Your CG Must Take Away From This Study 
For us to know the authority of Jesus over everything in our lives, even death itself, and to not fear our 
circumstances but trust in Jesus. 
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Icebreaker 
What sorts of things are you afraid of? Share a fear you currently have, or a fear you used to have. 
 
 
Read Luke 8:22-25 

22 One day he got into a boat with his disciples, and he said to them, “Let us go across to the other side 

of the lake.” So they set out, 23 and as they sailed he fell asleep. And a windstorm came down on the 

lake, and they were filling with water and were in danger. 24 And they went and woke him, saying, 

“Master, Master, we are perishing!” And he awoke and rebuked the wind and the raging waves, and 

they ceased, and there was a calm. 25 He said to them, “Where is your faith?” And they were afraid, and 

they marveled, saying to one another, “Who then is this, that he commands even winds and water, and 

they obey him?” 

Observation and meaning 
Consider the windstorm and the surroundings of Jesus and the disciples.  
Q1a. How did the disciples respond to the storm? (v24) 
 
Q1b. How did Jesus respond to the storm? (v24-25)  
 
Q1c. Why did they respond differently?  
 
Q2. Through the question, “Where is your faith?”, what was Jesus teaching the disciples about his 
authority? (v25) 
 
Q3. What circumstances in your life do you feel overwhelmed by? Where do you need to trust in the 
authority of Jesus?  
Conversely, when have you felt overwhelmed and yet found rest in the authority of Jesus?  
 
 
Read Luke 8:26-39 

26 Then they sailed to the country of the Gerasenes, which is opposite Galilee. 27 When Jesus had 

stepped out on land, there met him a man from the city who had demons. For a long time he had worn 

no clothes, and he had not lived in a house but among the tombs. 28 When he saw Jesus, he cried out 

and fell down before him and said with a loud voice, “What have you to do with me, Jesus, Son of the 

Most High God? I beg you, do not torment me.” 29 For he had commanded the unclean spirit to come 

out of the man. (For many a time it had seized him. He was kept under guard and bound with chains and 

shackles, but he would break the bonds and be driven by the demon into the desert.) 30 Jesus then 
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asked him, “What is your name?” And he said, “Legion,” for many demons had entered him. 31 And they 

begged him not to command them to depart into the abyss. 32 Now a large herd of pigs was feeding 

there on the hillside, and they begged him to let them enter these. So he gave them permission. 33 Then 

the demons came out of the man and entered the pigs, and the herd rushed down the steep bank into 

the lake and drowned. 

34 When the herdsmen saw what had happened, they fled and told it in the city and in the country. 35 

Then people went out to see what had happened, and they came to Jesus and found the man from 

whom the demons had gone, sitting at the feet of Jesus, clothed and in his right mind, and they were 

afraid. 36 And those who had seen it told them how the demon-possessed man had been healed.37 

Then all the people of the surrounding country of the Gerasenes asked him to depart from them, for 

they were seized with great fear. So he got into the boat and returned. 38 The man from whom the 

demons had gone begged that he might be with him, but Jesus sent him away, saying, 39 “Return to 

your home, and declare how much God has done for you.” And he went away, proclaiming throughout 

the whole city how much Jesus had done for him. 

 
 
Observation and meaning 
Q4. In addition to being in Gentile territory (Gerasenes), there are a lot of references in this encounter 
to that which is “unclean” according to Levitical law (i.e. tombs, pigs, demons).  
What does this encounter tell you about the authority of Jesus? 

 
Q5. How did the townspeople and the man who was healed from demon-possession respond to Jesus? 
Why do you think they responded the way that they did? (v34-38) 
 
Reflect on Jesus’ challenge to the previously demon-possessed man to “Return to [his] home, and 
declare how much God has done for [him]”.  (v39) 
Q6a. How did the man respond to Jesus not allowing him what he wanted, but sending him home to tell 
others his experience?  (v39) 
 
Q6b. Reflecting on your own life and relationships, where do you feel God is challenging you to proclaim 
all that God has done for you? 

 
Read Luke 8:40-56 
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40 Now when Jesus returned, the crowd welcomed him, for they were all waiting for him. 41 And there 

came a man named Jairus, who was a ruler of the synagogue. And falling at Jesus' feet, he implored him 

to come to his house, 42 for he had an only daughter, about twelve years of age, and she was dying. 

As Jesus went, the people pressed around him. 43 And there was a woman who had had a discharge of 

blood for twelve years, and though she had spent all her living on physicians, she could not be healed by 

anyone. 44 She came up behind him and touched the fringe of his garment, and immediately her 

discharge of blood ceased. 45 And Jesus said, “Who was it that touched me?” When all denied it, Peter 

said, “Master, the crowds surround you and are pressing in on you!”46 But Jesus said, “Someone 

touched me, for I perceive that power has gone out from me.” 47 And when the woman saw that she 

was not hidden, she came trembling, and falling down before him declared in the presence of all the 

people why she had touched him, and how she had been immediately healed. 48 And he said to her, 

“Daughter, your faith has made you well; go in peace.” 

49 While he was still speaking, someone from the ruler's house came and said, “Your daughter is dead; 

do not trouble the Teacher any more.” 50 But Jesus on hearing this answered him, “Do not fear; only 

believe, and she will be well.” 51 And when he came to the house, he allowed no one to enter with him, 

except Peter and John and James, and the father and mother of the child. 52 And all were weeping and 

mourning for her, but he said, “Do not weep, for she is not dead but sleeping.” 53 And they laughed at 

him, knowing that she was dead. 54 But taking her by the hand he called, saying, “Child, arise.” 55 And 

her spirit returned, and she got up at once. And he directed that something should be given her to eat. 

56 And her parents were amazed, but he charged them to tell no one what had happened. 

 

Observation and meaning 
Consider the woman who was healed, and her likely state (i.e. emotionally, physically, spiritually) prior 
to being healed.  (v43) 
Q7a. How would she likely have perceived herself? What do you think other people thought of her?  
 
Q7b. Assuming Jesus knew it was the woman who touched him, why do you think Jesus still asked “Who 
was it that touched me”?  (v45-46)  
 
Q7c. How did the woman express faith in Jesus? 

 
Reflection and application 
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Q8. In what areas of your life have you felt a sense of deep shame or condemnation? How does Jesus, 
and his redeeming grace, help you overcome this?  

 
Observation and meaning 
How do you think Jarius felt upon hearing the news that his daughter was dead? (v49) 
Q9a. How did Jesus challenge Jarius in light of these circumstances?  
 
Q9b. How was Jarius likely to have struggled with this challenge from Jesus, particularly in light of what 
everyone else was saying to him? (v49-53) 
 
Reflection and application 
In raising Jarius’ daughter to life, defying biology and reason, Jesus demonstrated his authority over 
death. (v54-56) 
Q10a. Considering this, in what areas of your life do you feel God is challenging you to “not fear, and 
only believe…” in Jesus’ authority? (v50) 

 
Q10b. When you face challenging circumstances, what comfort do you gain from knowing Jesus’ 
authority, and that he has overcome death? 
 
Apply Practically 

Share about a challenging situation you are currently facing, and t=your own fears about this, and pray 
and encourage one another that you may have confidence in the ultimate authority of Jesus, over this 
too.     
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Appendix: Text Notes 
This text highlights the authority of Jesus as Messiah, as demonstrated over the domains of nature 
(8:22-25), the demons and the supernatural (8:26-39), disease (8:43-48) and even death (8:49-56). In 
light of his demonstrated authority, the required response of faith challenges one to respond by putting 
their faith in Jesus, and obeying him (8:25, v38, v46, v50), despite going against the conventional 
wisdom or social norms.   

1)    Authority of Jesus 

The text demonstrates through four encounters and miracles, Jesus’ authority: 

a)    Over nature: Jesus, by rebuking the waves and calming the storm, demonstrates his authority 
over nature. This account highlights that the disciples’ faith in Jesus and his authority had not yet 
crystallised, and they were still coming to an understanding of the authority of Jesus as messiah – his 
ability to overcome nature, and even death. 

b)    Over the supernatural: Readers observe here that Jesus intentionally enters gentile territory, an 
unclean land (further affirmed by the presence of pigs) and then: proceeds to engage a possessed 
man whom had lived among tombs. In his encounter with the man, the demons appear not only to 
recognise Jesus’ identity as Son of the Most High God, but also His authority over them – begging for 
Jesus to allow them to possess pigs nearby. This continues the Lukan narrative that Jesus engages 
the unclean, and in so doing is not himself made unclean, but rather is able to make those that he 
touches, clean.   

c)    Over disease: Again, readers observe Jesus engaging what is unclean, in this case a woman 
whom had suffered from a disease which left had left her in a state of uncleanliness for the twelve 
years prior to encountering Jesus. Jesus, shows once again his authority over disease, and to make 
what is unclean, clean, by healing her of her disease.  

d)    Over death: There is somewhat of a build-up in the miracles accounted for in this text, reaching 
a climax in the overcoming over death through the healing of Jarius’ daughter. In this final miracle of 
this text, Jesus further affirms his ultimate authority, by even commanding the daughter of Jarius to 
come to life. There are possible parallels with Jesus’ resurrection here, in the proving of the girl’s 
being, through having her eat (Luke 8:55 and Luke 24:42-3) and Jesus asking for food after he had 
resurrected. This parallel and accounting of Jesus’ miracles, challenges the reader to put their faith 
in Jesus, whom overcomes both disease and death.  

2)    The challenge of responding to Jesus in faith: 

Associated with the accounts for each of the different miracles, the gospel of Luke also notes the 
contrasting response towards Jesus, and the challenge to particular individuals to put their faith in Him. 
This includes: 
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a)    The disciples: Jesus, when accompanying the disciples through the storm, challenges their 
unbelief, by saying “Where is your faith?”. This is perhaps inviting the reader to consider, in light of 
perilous situations, to put one’s their faith in Jesus to overcome; even death. 

b)    The man healed of demons versus the townspeople: After removing demons from the 
possessed man, the towns people ask Jesus to depart from the town. The towns people are fearful 
of Jesus, but respond to this fear negatively, by asking him to leave – perhaps out of fear of what 
further damage he might cause to the town (having just caused a herd of pigs to fall off the cliff). 
This response is contrasted with the healed man, whom instead begs to follow Jesus. Jesus 
challenges this man’s faith, surprisingly not to accompany him, but instead to go and proclaim what 
Jesus has done. 

c)     The ailing woman: Upon the power leaving his person and healing the woman, Jesus challenges 
the now restored woman to make her faith public. This could have served a dual purpose of: 1) 
having the woman put her faith in the person of Jesus, as opposed to her having her faith in the 
“miracle” of Jesus, and; 2) to strengthen her faith by having her publicly declare Jesus’ authority and 
ability to heal. 

d)    The crowd surrounding Jarius’ daughter versus Jarius: In light of the circumstances, and the 
pronouncing of the death of Jarius’ daughter, Jarius is challenged to nonetheless believe in Jesus, 
and his authority to overcome death. This goes against conventional wisdom, affirmed by the 
crowds mocking response to Jesus’ comment (8:53). Jesus nonetheless asks Jarius to “…not fear; 
only believe, and she will be well”. 

 
 


