
 

Study Guide - 9 June, 2019 
Series: Luke 
Text: Luke 7:36-8:3  

Hello! This guide is provided to help facilitate a clear understanding of the Bible passage with a focus 

on applying God’s truths to our lives individually and corporately. As such we encourage you to spend 

at least half your time pondering and discussing questions that are application focused. While the 

guide has been bulked up, we still need to prepare by praying through the passage, reviewing the 

guide on our own, and thinking about how our group might answer questions. 

 
 

 

Introduction 
Luke has begun introducing the identity and purpose of Jesus as the Spirit-anointed Messiah who has 
come to set oppressed captives free (Luke 4:18-19). Since then, we have seen Jesus as having authority 
over sin (Luke 5:1-32) and also the Lord who has come to form and call his people by grace (Luke 5:33-
6:16). As the one who has formed the New Covenant people of God, he has also given his counter-
cultural instructions on what it means for his disciples to build their lives on Him and his words (Luke 
6:17-49). In the previous passage Jesus has demonstrated how 1) How he is the Messiah that confounds 
the expectations of the people, and yet 2) He is the true Messiah that fulfills the prophecy of Isaiah and 
will be used by God to usher in the kingdom of God. In this relatively shorter narrative, the story shows 
us 1) Two different responses to Jesus and 2) The connection between forgiveness of sins and loving 
Jesus. 

Structure of passage 
7:36-40 (Setting of the story) Sinful woman anointing Jesus at Simon’s banquet.  
7:41-47 (Tension escalates)  Pharisee’s accusations and Jesus’ answer with a parable. 
7:48-50 (Climax)   Jesus proclaims forgiveness of sins  
8:1-3 (Epilogue)   Many other women responded to Jesus 

Text Notes 
Helpful cultural practices to note: 

● Open house for hosting major figures at home. So everyone in the neighborhood can come.  
● The omissions that Jesus pointed out of Simon (7:44-46) are not normally expected, but Jesus is 

underscoring how “lukewarm” he’s treated in comparison.  
 
 

1. The two contrasting responses to Jesus.  
● Jesus himself makes a comparison between Simon and the sinful woman (7:44-46) 
● The sinful woman responded to Jesus by  
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○ Extravagant and costly devotion (Luke 7:38)  
■ Wet his feet with tears, and wiped with her hair ( Personal) 
■ Anointed his feet with ointment ( Expensive) 
■ Kissed the feet (humility) 
■ Focus on the feet shows her humility (not face to face, but face to feet)  
■ Faith (Luke 7:50) 

●  Simon the Pharisee responded to Jesus by 
○ Appears to be friendly with Jesus (7:36) 
○ Appears to be generous by hosting an open-house dinner (7:36) 
○ Questioning Jesus’ credibility (7:39) 
○ As mentioned above, treats Jesus apathetically by contrast with the sinful 

woman.  
● Luke 8:1-3 seems to show that there are more people who are responding to Jesus by 

supporting him in his mission.  
● Jesus levels the sinfulness by expecting at least the same response from Simon as with 

the sinful woman.  
 

2. Forgiveness of sins and loving Jesus 
● Jesus makes a mini-parable in Luke 7:41-42 

○ Makes a connection between debt and love 
○ More debt   => More love  
○ Love is towards the debt canceler.  

● By analogy 
○ The debtors would be the sinners  
○ The one canceling debt would be Jesus 
○ Jesus is saying that the response of love to him depends on how we perceive 

our debt forgiven.  
● Jesus can forgive sins and expects those whom he has forgiven to love him.  
● Faith here is specifically recognizing our debt of sin and that Jesus is the only way for 

that to be canceled.  
● When Jesus says that this woman’s sins are forgiven because she loved much, he’s not 

making a causal relationship between loving and the forgiveness sins. Rather his parable 
has made it clear that the love is produced by the debt cancellation. So the woman’s 
love is a demonstration/evidence of her sins being forgiven, rather than the cause of it.  

Big Idea of the Text 
Our love and devotion to Jesus arise out of our knowledge of our need for him. 
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What your Group Must Take Away from this Study 
For your group to have a greater understanding of the love of Jesus through deeply knowing our need for 
and his forgiveness of our sins. 

 
 
 
Read Luke 7:36-8:3 
 
36 One of the Pharisees asked him to eat with him, and he went into the Pharisee's house and reclined at 
table. 37 And behold, a woman of the city, who was a sinner, when she learned that he was reclining at 
table in the Pharisee's house, brought an alabaster flask of ointment, 38 and standing behind him at his 
feet, weeping, she began to wet his feet with her tears and wiped them with the hair of her head and 
kissed his feet and anointed them with the ointment. 39 Now when the Pharisee who had invited him 
saw this, he said to himself, “If this man were a prophet, he would have known who and what sort of 
woman this is who is touching him, for she is a sinner.” 40 And Jesus answering said to him, “Simon, I 
have something to say to you.” And he answered, “Say it, Teacher.” 
41 “A certain moneylender had two debtors. One owed five hundred denarii, and the other fifty. 42 When 
they could not pay, he cancelled the debt of both. Now which of them will love him more?” 43 Simon 
answered, “The one, I suppose, for whom he cancelled the larger debt.” And he said to him, “You have 
judged rightly.” 44 Then turning toward the woman he said to Simon, “Do you see this woman? I entered 
your house; you gave me no water for my feet, but she has wet my feet with her tears and wiped them 
with her hair. 45 You gave me no kiss, but from the time I came in she has not ceased to kiss my feet. 46 
You did not anoint my head with oil, but she has anointed my feet with ointment. 47 Therefore I tell you, 
her sins, which are many, are forgiven—for she loved much. But he who is forgiven little, loves little.” 48 
And he said to her, “Your sins are forgiven.” 49 Then those who were at table with him began to say 
among themselves, “Who is this, who even forgives sins?” 50 And he said to the woman, “Your faith has 
saved you; go in peace.” 
 
Chapter 8 
1 Soon afterward he went on through cities and villages, proclaiming and bringing the good news of the 
kingdom of God. And the twelve were with him, 2 and also some women who had been healed of evil 
spirits and infirmities: Mary, called Magdalene, from whom seven demons had gone out, 3 and Joanna, 
the wife of Chuza, Herod's household manager, and Susanna, and many others, who provided for them 
out of their means. 
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Q1. (In the first section, v36-50) What did the woman of the city do, and what did it show about her 
attitude towards Jesus? 
 
Q2. How did Simon the Pharisee respond? What do you think is his attitude towards Jesus? 
 
Q3. What are the reasons for the difference in attitude between the woman and the Pharisee? 
 
Q4. How do we tend to look at the weight/debt of our sin? 
 
Q5a. Based on the parable, what is the connection between forgiveness of sin and love for Jesus? 
 
Q5b. How much is Jesus’ forgiveness affecting your love and devotion for Jesus? 
 
Q5c. What is the secret to loving Jesus more? 
 
Q6. What does the woman put her faith in? (v50) 
 
Q7. What do you notice about the people accompanying Jesus in his ministry? 
 

 
Q8. What does this tell you about the role of women in gospel ministry?  
 
Apply Practically 
Q9. What do you think is the unique way God is challenging you to respond to Jesus with worship? 

 
 
 
 


