
 

Study Guide – 2 June, 2019 
Series: Luke 
Text: Luke 7:1-35  

Hello! This guide is provided to help facilitate a clear understanding of the Bible passage with a focus 

on applying God’s truths to our lives individually and corporately. As such we encourage you to spend 

at least half your time pondering and discussing questions that are application focused. While the 

guide has been bulked up, we still need to prepare by praying through the passage, reviewing the 

guide on our own, and thinking about how our group might answer questions. 

 
 

Introduction 
Luke has begun introducing the identity and purpose of Jesus as the Spirit-anointed Messiah who has 
come to set oppressed captives free (Luke 4:18-19). Since then, we have seen Jesus as having authority 
over sin (Luke 5:1-32) and also the Lord who has come to form and call his people by grace (Luke 5:33-
6:16). As the one who has formed the New Covenant people of God, he has also given his counter-
cultural instructions on what it means for his disciples to build their lives on Him and his words (Luke 
6:17-49). Now Luke begins to demonstrate through this passage today – 1) How he is the Messiah that 
confounds the expectations of the people, and yet 2) He is the true Messiah that fulfils the prophecy of 
Isaiah and will be used by God to usher in the Kingdom of God. 

Structure of passage 
The passage in 7:1-35 has 2 major units, set out below. The unit highlights 2 themes –  
1) How Jesus is the true Messiah In Salvation History, and;  
2) How Jesus has confounded the expectations of the people.  
 
The notes below follow a more thematic approach after the structure is laid out. 

 
Luke 7:1-17 Jesus has come to deal with Death: 

7:1-5 Centurion sends elders who pleaded with Jesus 
7:6-8 Centurion sends friends who pleaded with Jesus 
7:9-10 Jesus healed the servant because of the Centurion’s faith 
7:11-13 Jesus went to Nain and had compassion on the bereaved widow 
7:14-17 Jesus raised the widow’s son from the dead and his fame spread 

Luke 7:18-35 Jesus’ identity:  
           7:18-23 Jesus affirms his identity to John’s disciples 
           7:24-28 Jesus affirms John’s identity to the crowd 
           7:29-35 Jesus indicts the crowd for their response 



   1 

Text Notes 
As with most gospel passages, the text revolves around central questions such as 1) Who Jesus is? and 2) 
How should we respond to him? The passage shows Jesus’ authority over death – healing a servant 
who’s at the point of death (7:2) and even raising a dead man (7:15). Yet these stories are not only 
highlighting Jesus’ authority but even underscoring his mission (7:22-23). At the same time, the great 
work Jesus is doing stands in contrast to how his contemporaries (people of this generation cf. 7:31) 
respond. It is worth noting that the Centurion is the only one in the entire pericope who has responded 
rightly to Jesus – even earning him praise from Jesus himself (Luke 7:9). 

 
1.     Jesus is the promised Messiah who is the centre of salvation history 

 
The passage is replete with Old Testament overtones – but especially in v18-35. In v27, Jesus 
quotes from Malachi 3:1, where the context of Malachi 3:1 reveals how God’s messenger will 
prepare the way for God to come as “refiner and purifier” of God’s people1 and make the 
offering/sacrifices to God pleasing to God again (Malachi 3:4). More broadly speaking, it’s 
referring to how God will restore a proper worship and thus relationship between God and his 
people. In Luke 7:22-23, Jesus composed a summary statement of what he’s done using a 
collage of Isaiah texts - Isa 26:19; 29:18; 35:5–6; 42:18; 61:1.  In the Isaiah context, Jesus is the 
anointed one who is God’s servant used to bring the people of God out of exile and thus usher in 
God’s kingdom. Hence, the healings and even the raising of the dead itself is evidence of both 
his Messianic identity and that he is beginning to reverse the consequences of sin2. Hence it is 
interesting in light of this that Luke preceded Jesus’ exposition of his own mission with 2 stories 
that show how Jesus dealt with death. As pointed out earlier, the servant was sick to the point 
of death (7:2) and Jesus raised the young son of the widow from the dead (7:13), the first such 
recording in the gospel of Luke so far. Jesus also had to travel intentionally to Nain (which is 25 
miles southwest of Capernaum, at least 1-2 days’ journey) and showed that the raising of the 
dead is not incidental to his purpose and mission. At the same time, it showed that Jesus’ 
miracles (at least in this pericope) was to demonstrate his identity of God’s Messiah fulfilling the 
prophecies of Isaiah. 
 
And because Jesus is the one who fulfilled the OT prophecies, Jesus is also at the centre of 
salvation history. We can see that from v28 where Jesus explained both the greatness and 
smallness of John the Baptist. John is considered to be greater than any man born because of his 
immense privilege to be Jesus’ direct forerunner – a unique role not shared nor replicated by 

                                                
1 Levitical Priesthood in particular – “purify the sons of Levi” (Malachi 3:2) 
2 In the Isaiah context, the people of God fell under God’s judgement due to their idolatry and disobedience. Hence their 
“blindness”, “deadness” etc are the result of their sin and rebellion. Hence, they need a second Exodus to bring them back into 
God’s kingdom. The promised messiah in Isaiah will do that. However, this also dovetails with the history of mankind – since 
we’re exiled from Eden and estranged from God because of our sins. The “exile” and “consequences” that the historical Israel 
faced are merely concrete pictures of what humankind face as a whole in spiritual reality.  
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anyone else. At the same time, John’s understanding of who Jesus is will not have the same 
clarity and assurance as “the one who is in the least of the kingdom of God”. Carson’s comments 
on the parallel passage in Matthew 11 are quite pertinent here – “He is the greatest of the 
prophets because he pointed most unambiguously to Jesus. Nevertheless, even the least in the 
kingdom (my notes: inaugurated by the coming of Jesus) is greater yet because, living on this 
side of the cross, he or she points to Jesus still even more unambiguously to Jesus than John the 
Baptist)”. 

  
2.     The response that Jesus requires 

a.     Mismatched expectations -- The whining generation and John the Baptist. 
Jesus in v31-35 compares the current generation to children who complained why their 
friends are not responsive to the flute/dirge appropriately. While it’s common to 
interpret the unresponsiveness to be the audience of Jesus, do note that the “they” in 
v32 (who are like children) are the “people of this generation” (v31). Hence, these are 
the ones who reject John the Baptist and Jesus because they did not fit within their 
expectations. They judged Jesus and John the Baptist because they did not fit the mould, 
but as Jesus indicated in the last verse (v35), he expects God’s wisdom to be finally 
vindicated through John and him. 
  
The exact reasons for why John the Baptist sends his disciples to enquire about Jesus are 
not made explicit. While some speculated circumstantial reasons (John being depressed 
due to being in prison), it would appear that John was surprised by what he heard of 
what Jesus has done (v18). In Luke 3, John’s message was one of impending judgment 
(cf. 3:7, 3:17). Thus Jesus - performing such miracles and hanging out with sinners - was 
contrary to the expectations of John the Baptist himself because it Jesus was gracious 
and not wholly punitive. 
  
“Blessed is the one who is not offended by me” (v23) seems then in context to be a 
challenge to John the Baptist to embrace Jesus as who he claims to be - instead of 
expecting Jesus to conform to expectations. Similarly, this challenge can be extended to 
all who seek to receive Jesus – not to be ashamed of him, nor offended by his 
graciousness. 
  
b.     Humble faith 
The centurion’s request for his servant to be healed was marked by a sense of 
unworthiness (cf. v6). It is interesting that the centurion himself did not even meet Jesus 
personally and only sent his word – but his message clarifies that this reluctance to meet 
Jesus was due more out of humility (not worthy to have Jesus under his roof) rather 
than decorum. The fact that the centurion had sent two contingents (first the Jewish 
elders, and then the friends later) seems to suggest that he did not think that the first 
contingent represented him fully – especially given the contrasting messages – where 
the Jewish elders consider him worthy because of his contributions to building a 
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synagogue. Another aspect of the faith of the centurion is shown how he understands 
the authority of Jesus – using his own life and relationship with soldiers and servants as 
an analogy of Jesus’ authority over sickness and death. Jesus’ praise and comments 
affirms the response of the centurion and by contrast is a subtle indictment on the 
Jewish elders’ who expected “worthiness“ built on merit. 

 
 
 
 
 

Read Luke 7:1-17 

After he had finished all his sayings in the hearing of the people, he entered Capernaum. 2 Now a 

centurion had a servant who was sick and at the point of death, who was highly valued by him. 3 When 

the centurion heard about Jesus, he sent to him elders of the Jews, asking him to come and heal his 

servant. 4 And when they came to Jesus, they pleaded with him earnestly, saying, “He is worthy to have 

you do this for him, 5 for he loves our nation, and he is the one who built us our synagogue.” 6 And 

Jesus went with them. When he was not far from the house, the centurion sent friends, saying to him, 

“Lord, do not trouble yourself, for I am not worthy to have you come under my roof. 7 Therefore I did 

not presume to come to you. But say the word, and let my servant be healed. 8 For I too am a man set 

under authority, with soldiers under me: and I say to one, ‘Go,’ and he goes; and to another, ‘Come,’ and 

he comes; and to my servant, ‘Do this,’ and he does it.” 9 When Jesus heard these things, he marveled at 

him, and turning to the crowd that followed him, said, “I tell you, not even in Israel have I found such 

faith.”10 And when those who had been sent returned to the house, they found the servant well. 11 

Soon afterward he went to a town called Nain, and his disciples and a great crowd went with him. 12 As 

he drew near to the gate of the town, behold, a man who had died was being carried out, the only son 

of his mother, and she was a widow, and a considerable crowd from the town was with her. 13 And 

when the Lord saw her, he had compassion on her and said to her, “Do not weep.” 14 Then he came up 

and touched the bier, and the bearers stood still. And he said, “Young man, I say to you, arise.” 15 And 

the dead man sat up and began to speak, and Jesus gave him to his mother. 16 Fear seized them all, and 

they glorified God, saying, “A great prophet has arisen among us!” and “God has visited his people!”17 

And this report about him spread through the whole of Judea and all the surrounding country. 
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Q1. At the time of this text, what was a centurion and how were they likely to have been perceived? 
 
Q2a. How was the centurion of this text described by the Jewish elders? What did they point out to validate 

their view? 
 
Q2b. In light of Jesus, how did the Centurion view himself?  
 
Q2c. How did Jesus view the Centurion? What quality or trait did he draw attention to?  
 
Q3. In what areas of your life and faith towards Jesus, have you adopted a view similar to the: 

a. Jewish Elders? 
b. Centurion?   

 
Q4a. What do the two miracles in this text tell you about the authority of Jesus?  

 
Q4b. Knowing Jesus’ authority, what assurance and comfort can you apply to your own life? 

 
Read 7:18-23 
18 The disciples of John reported all these things to him. And John, 19 calling two of his disciples to him, 

sent them to the Lord, saying, “Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look for another?” 20 And 

when the men had come to him, they said, “John the Baptist has sent us to you, saying, ‘Are you the one 

who is to come, or shall we look for another?’” 21 In that hour he healed many people of diseases and 

plagues and evil spirits, and on many who were blind he bestowed sight. 22 And he answered them, “Go 

and tell John what you have seen and heard: the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, lepers are 

cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, the poor have good news preached to them. 23 And 

blessed is the one who is not offended by me.” 

Q5. In verses 18-20, what might have been the reason(s) behind John sending his disciples to Jesus, and 
questioning him as they did? 

 
Q6. What did Jesus point to as evidence of his person? 
  
 
Q7. How was  Jesus’ ministry a cause for offense to the people of that time? 
  
 
 
Q8. How might Jesus ministry, and the ministry of Christians be offensive to people today? 
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Read Luke 7:24-35 
24 When John's messengers had gone, Jesus began to speak to the crowds concerning John: “What did 

you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind? 25 What then did you go out to see? 

A man dressed in soft clothing? Behold, those who are dressed in splendid clothing and live in luxury are 

in kings' courts. 26 What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a 

prophet. 27 This is he of whom it is written, 

“‘Behold, I send my messenger before your face, 

    who will prepare your way before you.’ 

28 I tell you, among those born of women none is greater than John. Yet the one who is least in the 

kingdom of God is greater than he.” 29 (When all the people heard this, and the tax collectors too, they 

declared God just, having been baptized with the baptism of John, 30 but the Pharisees and the lawyers 

rejected the purpose of God for themselves, not having been baptized by him.) 

31 “To what then shall I compare the people of this generation, and what are they like? 32 They are like 

children sitting in the marketplace and calling to one another, 

“‘We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; 

    we sang a dirge, and you did not weep.’ 

33 For John the Baptist has come eating no bread and drinking no wine, and you say, ‘He has a demon.’ 

34 The Son of Man has come eating and drinking, and you say, ‘Look at him! A glutton and a drunkard, a 

friend of tax collectors and sinners!’35 Yet wisdom is justified by all her children.” 

Q9a. In what way is John both the greatest amongst the prophets, and yet the least in the kingdom of God is 
greater than he?   

 
Q9b.What assurance and confidence does this provide you as a follower of Christ? 
 
Q10. In verses 31-35, Jesus compares the “people of this generation” to an illustration of children in the 

marketplace calling out to one another. Through this illustration, what point was Jesus making about the 
people? 

 
Q11a. In what ways do followers of Christ in this day and age experience a similar plight to that of Jesus? 
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Q11b. How does knowing the authority of Jesus, as witnessed in this text, encourage you in your faith? 
 
 
Apply Practically 
Pray together that you would come to Jesus in humble acknowledgement of His authority over death as 

Messiah, and that you would be continually renewed in your faith through the joy of eternal life in Him.  
 
 

 
 


