
 

Study Guide - 19 May, 2019 
Series: Luke 
Text: Luke 6:20-36  

Hello! This guide is provided to help facilitate a clear understanding of the Bible passage with a focus 

on applying God’s truths to our lives individually and corporately. As such we encourage you to spend 

at least half your time pondering and discussing questions that are application focused. While the 

guide has been bulked up, we still need to prepare by praying through the passage, reviewing the 

guide on our own, and thinking about how our group might answer questions. 

 
 

 

Overview of Luke 

Background, Context and Structure 
Luke the Greek physician was Paul’s companion during his mission in proclaiming the gospel. Luke wrote 
this gospel as the first volume of a single work, consisting of The Gospel Of Luke and Acts. Both volumes 
are addressed to Theophilus and are written in a similar style. Acts refers to The Gospel Of Luke in its 
introduction. As a Greek, and later a companion of Paul, Luke had never met Jesus personally, yet as a 
scholar and physician he set upon a task to interview and record the events of the life of Jesus, according 
to Jesus’ close companions and earliest eyewitnesses (1:1-4). Luke’s gospel is therefore the most detailed, 
and it contains the most material of the three synoptic gospels. 

Christ in Luke 
Luke’s gospel presents Jesus as the fulfillment of OT’s promises for the Davidic Messiah for both Jews and 
Gentiles. Luke stresses Jesus’ concern and focus for social outcasts (tax collectors, prostitutes and 
Gentiles), and he tells us his ultimate concern in his mission statement of Jesus ministry in Luke 19:10, 
“The Son of man came to seek and to save the lost.” He shows how Jesus does this by emphasizing Jesus’ 
prophecies about his suffering, his journey towards Jerusalem, and God’s sovereignty in Jesus’ ministry 
and death. The fulfillment of Jesus’ mission is in his death and resurrection. 

Big Idea of the Text 
Jesus is our Teacher who gives us a radical new way to live. We are to love our enemies as Christ has first 
loved us. 

What your group must take away at the end 
To understand that Jesus has loved us when we were his enemies, and therefore to 

1. Define success in life in a whole new way  
2. Begin to love our enemies with costly love. 
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Icebreaker Question 
Q1. Describe a time in your life where you felt the most “blessed” or happy. What made you feel so 
happy? 
 
 
Read Luke 6:20-26 
 

20 And he lifted up his eyes on his disciples, and said: 

“Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God. 

21 “Blessed are you who are hungry now, for you shall be satisfied. 

“Blessed are you who weep now, for you shall laugh. 

22 “Blessed are you when people hate you and when they exclude you and revile you and spurn your name 

as evil, on account of the Son of Man! 23 Rejoice in that day, and leap for joy, for behold, your reward is 

great in heaven; for so their fathers did to the prophets. 

24 “But woe to you who are rich, for you have received your consolation. 

25 “Woe to you who are full now, for you shall be hungry. 

“Woe to you who laugh now, for you shall mourn and weep. 

26 “Woe to you, when all people speak well of you, for so their fathers did to the false prophets. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Q2. How does Jesus define the blessed life in verses 20-22? Who is blessed? 
Q3. How do verses 20-22 describe what it means to be a follower of Christ? 
 
Q4. How does this challenge your understanding of what it means to be “blessed”? 
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Q5a. Who does Jesus proclaim woes against in verses 24-26? 
 

Q5b. Who do you think Jesus is talking about in our world today? 
 
Q6. How is the Kingdom of Heaven different from the world we live in?  

 
Read Luke 6:27-36 

27 “But I say to you who hear, Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, 28 bless those who 

curse you, pray for those who abuse you. 29 To one who strikes you on the cheek, offer the other also, and 

from one who takes away your cloak do not withhold your tunic either. 30 Give to everyone who begs from 

you, and from one who takes away your goods do not demand them back. 31 And as you wish that others 

would do to you, do so to them. 

32 “If you love those who love you, what benefit is that to you? For even sinners love those who love them. 

33 And if you do good to those who do good to you, what benefit is that to you? For even sinners do the 

same. 34 And if you lend to those from whom you expect to receive, what credit is that to you? Even sinners 

lend to sinners, to get back the same amount. 35 But love your enemies, and do good, and lend, expecting 

nothing in return, and your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High, for he is kind to 

the ungrateful and the evil. 36 Be merciful, even as your Father is merciful. 

 
Q7. What are Jesus’ core teachings in verses 27-36? 
 
Q8. How do verses 27-36 describe God’s love towards us? 
 
Q9. Consider verses 32-35. How is the way Jesus defines “love” different to the way the world defines “love”?  
 
 
Q10. It is almost impossible to live every day the way Jesus commands us to. Look at v35-36. What does Jesus 

suggest is the only motivation that can empower us to live in this way? 
 
Q11a. Who are your enemies? Who do you find it difficult to love? 
 
Q11b. What are practical ways you can love your enemies at work/home? How is God challenging you to show 

mercy and selfless love to someone? 
 

Q12. What impact would it have if you really lived like this? in your home life? Friendships? Church 
community? Work?   
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Apply Practically 
Pray for a deep understanding that you have been loved by Jesus even as you were his enemy. Pray for this 

understanding to overflow so that you and your group can go out and love the people you find it hardest to 
love.  
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