
 

Study Guide - 13 January, 2019 
Series: Luke 
Text: Luke 4:1-44  

Hello! This guide is provided to help facilitate a clear understanding of the Bible passage with a focus 

on applying God’s truths to our lives individually and corporately. As such we encourage you to spend 

at least half your time pondering and discussing questions that are application focused. While the 

guide has been bulked up, we still need to prepare by praying through the passage, reviewing the 

guide on our own, and thinking about how our group might answer questions. 

 
 

 

Overview of Luke 

Background, Context and Structure 

Luke the Greek physician was Paul’s companion during his mission in proclaiming the gospel. 

Luke wrote this gospel as the first volume of a single work, consisting of The Gospel Of Luke and 

Acts. Both volumes are addressed to Theophilus and are written in a similar style. Acts refers to 

The Gospel Of Luke in its introduction. As a Greek and later a companion of Paul, Luke had 

never met Jesus personally, yet as a scholar and physician he set upon a task to interview and 

record the events of the life of Jesus, according to Jesus’ close companions and earliest eye 

witnesses (1:1-4). Luke’s gospel is therefore the most detailed, and it contains the most material 

of the three synoptic gospels. 

Christ in Luke 

Luke’s gospel presents Jesus as the fulfillment of OT’s promises for the Davidic Messiah for both 

Jews and Gentiles. Luke stresses Jesus’ concern and focus for social outcasts (tax collectors, 

prostitutes and Gentiles), and he tells us his ultimate concern in his mission statement of Jesus 

ministry in Luke 19:10, “The Son of man came to seek and to save the lost.” He shows how Jesus 

does this by emphasising Jesus’ prophecies about his suffering, his journey towards Jerusalem, 

and God’s sovereignty Jesus’ ministry and death. The fulfilment of Jesus’ mission is in his death 

and resurrection. 

 

 

Big Idea of the Text 
Jesus, led by the Holy Spirit, fasted for forty days in the wilderness.  At the end of his fast, (See 

also Matthew 4:1-2), Satan attempts to tempt Jesus thrice by leveraging on human desires for 

food (v2-3), power (v5-6) and the testing of God (v9-11). But for every distortion of God’s words, 
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Jesus’ responses reflects his faith and obedience to God’s truth. The account ends with Jesus’ 

victory over all three temptations, and Satan’s defeat yet persistency to tempt Jesus at an 

opportune time. 

 

Goal of this Study 
To approach Jesus, knowing he is able to help us, because he has been tested in every way that 

we are and has overcome. 

 

Read Luke 4:1-14 

 
1 And Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit in the 

wilderness 2 for forty days, being tempted by the devil. And he ate nothing during those days. 

And when they were ended, he was hungry. 3 The devil said to him, “If you are the Son of God, 

command this stone to become bread.” 4 And Jesus answered him, “It is written, Man shall not 

live by bread alone.’” 5 And the devil took him up and showed him all the kingdoms of the world 

in a moment of time, 6 and said to him, “To you I will give all this authority and their glory, for it 

has been delivered to me, and I give it to whom I will. 7 If you, then, will worship me, it will all be 

yours.” 8 And Jesus answered him, “It is written, 

“‘You shall worship the Lord your God, 

and him only shall you serve.’” 
9 And he took him to Jerusalem and set him on the pinnacle of the temple and said to him, “If you 

are the Son of God, throw yourself down from here, 10 for it is written, 

“‘He will command his angels concerning you, 

to guard you,’ 
11 and 

“‘On their hands they will bear you up, 

lest you strike your foot against a stone.’” 
12 And Jesus answered him, “It is said, You shall not put the Lord your God to the test.’” 13 And 

when the devil had ended every temptation, he departed from him until an opportune time. 

Jesus Begins His Ministry 
14 And Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit to Galilee, and a report about him went out 

through all the surrounding country. 15 And he taught in their synagogues, being glorified by all. 

 

 

1. What were the temptations that Jesus faced and what is Satan trying to do?  

 

2. How did Jesus respond? 
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3. Read Deut 8:1-3, which is where Jesus got one of his scriptures from. What was the purpose of 

Israel’s time in the wilderness?1  

 
4a. What is the connection between Israel’s time in the wilderness and Jesus’ temptations? 

 

 

4b. Consider each of the temptations. How does Jesus show himself to be tried and tested where 

previously Israel and her leaders failed?2  

 

5a. Beyond Jesus’ temptations in the wilderness, what was His greatest trial and what does his 

obedience mean for us? (Phil 2:8, Matt 26:39, Heb 5:8, 12:2) 

 

5b. What is the connection between Jesus’ temptations in the wilderness and Adam’s temptation 

in the garden of Eden?  

 

Read Hebrews 4:14-16. 

6. In what way has Jesus been tempted just as we are? What does this mean? 

 

7. Consider some of the specific ways we are tempted. In what ways are they similar to some of the 

temptations Jesus faced? 

 

8. What hinders us from seeking help in our fight against temptation? 

 

9. Why is Jesus able to help us whenever we are tempted? 

 

10. How can we practically fight sin when we are tempted? 

 

11. How does this truth encourage you to approach Jesus for help when you are tempted or in sin? 

(Rom 8:34, Heb 7:25, 1 Cor.10:13) 

 

Apply 
Break up into small groups or pairs. Share prayer requests, and pray for Jesus to help you in the 
areas you are tempted. 

                                                
1 Question taken and modified from William, Taylor, Read Mark Learn Luke: A Small Group Bible Study, vol.1 of 
Luke (Scotland, UK: Christian Focus Publications Ltd, 2016), 78. 
2 Question taken and modified from Ibid., 78. 
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