
 

Study Guide - 25 November 2018 
Series: Luke 
Text: Luke 1:1-25  

Hello! This guide is provided to help facilitate a clear understanding of the Bible passage with a focus 

on applying God’s truths to our lives individually and corporately. As such we encourage you to 

spend at least half your time pondering and discussing questions that are application focused. While 

the guide has been bulked up, we still need to prepare by praying through the passage, reviewing 

the guide on our own, and thinking about how our group might answer questions. 

 
 

 

Overview of Luke 

Background, Context and Structure 

Luke the Greek physician was Paul’s companion during his mission in proclaiming the gospel. 

Luke wrote this gospel as the first volume of a single work, consisting of The Gospel Of Luke 

and Acts. Both volumes are addressed to Theophilus and are written in a similar style. Acts 

refers to The Gospel Of Luke in its introduction. As a Greek and later a companion of Paul, 

Luke had never met Jesus personally, yet as a scholar and physician he set upon a task to 

interview and record the events of the life of Jesus, according to Jesus’ close companions and 

earliest eye witnesses (1:1-4). Luke’s gospel is therefore the most detailed, and it contains the 

most material of the three synoptic gospels. 

 

Major themes in Luke’s gospel include the detailed account of Jesus’ birth and initiation to his 

ministry, Jesus’ concern and focus for the social outcasts (tax collectors, prostitutes and 

Gentiles), Jesus as the promised Davidic Messiah for both Jews and Gentiles, Jesus’ 

prophecies about his suffering and his journey towards Jerusalem, and God’s sovereignty in 

Jesus’ ministry and death. 

 

Big Idea of the Text 
Luke 1:1-25 was written at a time where the Israelites were still awaiting the promised Messiah, 

when Herod ruled king of Judea. With some imagination, we too can experience the Jews’ 

longings for the Messiah to come.  

 

The short narrative in Luke 1:4-25 is the first descriptive and orderly account which Luke sets to 

present to Theophilus. The foretelling of the birth of John the Baptist formed precisely God’s 

order for things to come. It was in this order that the prophets of old prophesied of the coming 
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of the forerunner before Jesus. Luke is showing God’s initiative in bringing to fruition his 

promise of a Messiah. that Messiah is Jesus Christ.  

 

Readers are presented with a problem: How could an old couple give birth to John the 

Baptist? While it is impossible with man, God Zechariah and Elizabeth a son, and he is faithful 

to his word. Because he does not believe at first, Zechariah will be mute until this comes to 

pass, and Elizabeth conceives and bears a son. 

Goal of this Study 

To understand the purpose of Luke’s gospel, and to trust that God fulfills his promises because 

he has faithfully provided a saviour in Jesus, and to pray with faith as we wait for God’s 

promises to come to pass. 

 

 

Opening Question: 
Recall a time when you waited a long time for something. How did it feel when you received 

what you were longing for? 

  

 

Read Luke 1:1-25 

 

Dedication to Theophilus 
1 Inasmuch as many have undertaken to compile a narrative of the things that have been 

accomplished among us, 2 just as those who from the beginning were eyewitnesses and 

ministers of the word have delivered them to us, 3 it seemed good to me also, having 

followed all things closely for some time past, to write an orderly account for you, most 

excellent Theophilus, 4 that you may have certainty concerning the things you have been 

taught. 

 

Birth of John the Baptist Foretold 
5 In the days of Herod, king of Judea, there was a priest named Zechariah, of the division of 

Abijah. And he had a wife from the daughters of Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth. 6 And 

they were both righteous before God, walking blamelessly in all the commandments and 

statutes of the Lord. 7 But they had no child, because Elizabeth was barren, and both were 

advanced in years. 
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8 Now while he was serving as priest before God when his division was on duty, 9 according 

to the custom of the priesthood, he was chosen by lot to enter the temple of the Lord and 

burn incense. 10 And the whole multitude of the people were praying outside at the hour of 

incense. 11 And there appeared to him an angel of the Lord standing on the right side of the 

altar of incense. 12 And Zechariah was troubled when he saw him, and fear fell upon him. 13 

But the angel said to him, “Do not be afraid, Zechariah, for your prayer has been heard, and 

your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you shall call his name John. 14 And you will have 

joy and gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth, 15 for he will be great before the Lord. 

And he must not drink wine or strong drink, and he will be filled with the Holy Spirit, even 

from his mother's womb. 16 And he will turn many of the children of Israel to the Lord their 

God, 17 and he will go before him in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the 

fathers to the children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, to make ready for the 

Lord a people prepared.” 
18 And Zechariah said to the angel, “How shall I know this? For I am an old man, and my wife 

is advanced in years.” 19 And the angel answered him, “I am Gabriel. I stand in the presence 

of God, and I was sent to speak to you and to bring you this good news. 20 And behold, you 

will be silent and unable to speak until the day that these things take place, because you did 

not believe my words, which will be fulfilled in their time.” 21 And the people were waiting for 

Zechariah, and they were wondering at his delay in the temple. 22 And when he came out, he 

was unable to speak to them, and they realized that he had seen a vision in the temple. And 

he kept making signs to them and remained mute. 23 And when his time of service was ended, 

he went to his home. 
24 After these days his wife Elizabeth conceived, and for five months she kept herself hidden, 

saying, 25 “Thus the Lord has done for me in the days when he looked on me, to take away 

my reproach among people.” 

 

1. Who is Luke writing to?  

 

2. Why is the purpose of Luke’s Gospel?  

 

3. Based on the first four verses, how do you think Luke will be unique compared to the other 

gospel accounts? 

 

4. How does God answer Zechariah’s prayer? (13-17, 22) 

 

5. Why did the angel make Zechariah mute? (18-20) 
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6. What can we learn from Zechariah about the nature of unbelief? (Consider the evidence that 

he believed God (v6-13) and the evidence that he did not believe God (v18-20).) 

 

7. When do you find it hard to believe God’s promises? Which promises are hardest for you to 

trust? 

 

8. How did God keep his promise to Zechariah? (v24-25, 57) 

 

9. What is John’s mission according to this passage? (v15-17) 

 

Read 1 King 18:17-19 
 
17 When Ahab saw Elijah, Ahab said to him, “Is it you, you troubler of Israel?” 18 And he 

answered, “I have not troubled Israel, but you have, and your father's house, because you have 

abandoned the commandments of the Lord and followed the Baals. 19 Now therefore send 

and gather all Israel to me at Mount Carmel, and the 450 prophets of Baal and the 400 

prophets of Asherah, who eat at Jezebel's table.” 

 

Read 1 Kings 21:17-29 
  

The Lord Condemns Ahab 

“17 Then the word of the Lord came to Elijah the Tishbite, saying, 18 “Arise, go down to meet 

Ahab king of Israel, who is in Samaria; behold, he is in the vineyard of Naboth, where he has 

gone to take possession. 19 And you shall say to him, ‘Thus says the Lord, “Have you killed 

and also taken possession?”’ And you shall say to him, ‘Thus says the Lord: “In the place where 

dogs licked up the blood of Naboth shall dogs lick your own blood.”’” 

20 Ahab said to Elijah, “Have you found me, O my enemy?” He answered, “I have found you, 

because you have sold yourself to do what is evil in the sight of the Lord. 21 Behold, I will bring 

disaster upon you. I will utterly burn you up, and will cut off from Ahab every male, bond or 

free, in Israel. 22 And I will make your house like the house of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, and 

like the house of Baasha the son of Ahijah, for the anger to which you have provoked me, and 

because you have made Israel to sin. 23 And of Jezebel the Lord also said, ‘The dogs shall eat 

Jezebel within the walls of Jezreel.’ 24 Anyone belonging to Ahab who dies in the city the dogs 

shall eat, and anyone of his who dies in the open country the birds of the heavens shall eat.” 

 

Ahab's Repentance 

25 (There was none who sold himself to do what was evil in the sight of the Lord like Ahab, 
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whom Jezebel his wife incited. 26 He acted very abominably in going after idols, as the 

Amorites had done, whom the Lord cast out before the people of Israel.) 

27 And when Ahab heard those words, he tore his clothes and put sackcloth on his flesh and 

fasted and lay in sackcloth and went about dejectedly. 28 And the word of the Lord came to 

Elijah the Tishbite, saying, 29 “Have you seen how Ahab has humbled himself before me? 

Because he has humbled himself before me, I will not bring the disaster in his days; but in his 

son's days I will bring the disaster upon his house.”” 

 

10. What is the nature of Elijah’s ministry? (Who did Elijah preach to, and what was his 

message?) 

 

11. Read Malachi 3:1 and Malachi 4:5. In what way does John the Baptist’s ministry function in 

the spirit and power of Elijah? (Consider Luke 3:3, 3:7-8) 

 

12. How does John the Baptist’s ministry “make ready for the Lord a people prepared”? (Luke 

1:17) 

 

We saw in this passage already how God kept a specific promise to Zechariah through the birth 

of John. 

13. How did God keep his promises to Israel in this passage? 

 

14. Why is it better to serve God today, rather than in Zechariah’s day? (consider v15-17, and 

v4) 

 

15. How do v1-4, and your knowledge of the rest of the gospels, help you to trust in God’s 

promises as you go about life this week?  

 

16. Consider verses 10 and 13. How does this passage encourage you to pray with faith as we 

wait for God’s promises to come to pass? 
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