
 

Study Guide - 2 December, 2018 
Text: James 2:1-9 

 

Hello! This guide is provided to help facilitate a clear understanding of the Bible passage with a focus 

on applying God’s truths to our lives individually and corporately. As such we encourage you to 

spend at least half your time pondering and discussing questions that are application focused. While 

the guide has been bulked up, we still need to prepare by praying through the passage, reviewing 

the guide on our own, and thinking about how our group might answer questions. 

 
 

 

Overview of James 

Background, Context and Structure 

Church history and tradition identifies the author as James the brother of Jesus. James is also  

identified in Acts and Galatians as one of the pillars of the early church, along with Peter and 

John (Galatians 2:9). The book is written between A.D. 44 and A.D. 62 (when James was 

martyred), which is also when the diaspora and persecution of Jewish Christians began. Hence 

this epistle was written to address the dispersed believers throughout Asia Minor. The intention 

of this epistle was probably meant to be circulated and read by many congregations in many 

places, as it addresses many common problems that permeated the churches. Several themes 

are prevalent in James’ epistle, such as it having a distinct Jewish flavour, and sharing the 

characteristic of Old Testament wisdom literature, like Proverbs. James emphasizes practical 

Christian living, and does not settle for correct doctrine alone. Other major themes include 

perseverance in the midst of trials, living rightly without sinning, and final judgment. 

 

Christ in James 
The epistle stresses the importance of dealing with affliction from a standpoint of faith in Jesus 

Christ. James exhorts the persecuted congregation to persevere in the faith by reminding them 

of Jesus’ second coming.  

 

Big Idea of the Text 
James exhorts his listener to not show partiality to a person based on his financial 

circumstances. He reminds the congregations that God shows no partiality, and does not 

discriminate based on material wealth. He continues to prove to them that showing partiality is 

the exact opposite of following Jesus and believing in God, for love does not discriminate and 

counts others as more significant, whereas to treat others differently based on their material 
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wealth is not loving at all, therefore transgressing the whole of the law, which is summed up as 

loving God and loving your neighbour. 

Goal of this Study 

To remind us that God shows no partiality, the gospel does not discriminate and in fact, to 

believe in the gospel and follow Jesus is the exact opposite of partiality. 

 

Read James 2:1-9 

 
1 My brothers, show no partiality as you hold the faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory. 
2 For if a man wearing a gold ring and fine clothing comes into your assembly, and a poor man 

in shabby clothing also comes in, 3 and if you pay attention to the one who wears the fine 

clothing and say, “You sit here in a good place,” while you say to the poor man, “You stand 

over there,” or, “Sit down at my feet,” 4 have you not then made distinctions among yourselves 

and become judges with evil thoughts? 5 Listen, my beloved brothers, has not God chosen 

those who are poor in the world to be rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom, which he has 

promised to those who love him? 6 But you have dishonored the poor man. Are not the rich the 

ones who oppress you, and the ones who drag you into court? 7 Are they not the ones who 

blaspheme the honorable name by which you were called? 
8 If you really fulfill the royal law according to the Scripture, “You shall love your neighbor as 

yourself,” you are doing well. 9 But if you show partiality, you are committing sin and are 

convicted by the law as transgressors. 

 

1. What example does James give of partiality? (v2-4) 

 

2a. How do we tend to show partiality? Think about both at church and during the week. 

 

2b. How is partiality prevalent in our culture? How does it seep into our lives or our church?  

 

Q3a. Who are the poor? And why does the Bible emphasise the poor repeatedly? (You could 

consider Matt 5:3, 1 Cor 1:26-29, Luke 1:53, Isaiah 61:1) 

 

Q3b. How does the Bible define true poverty and riches? (Matthew 5:3) 

 

Q4. What is the royal law James mentions? (Romans 13:8-10, 1 John 4:7-21, Matthew 22:36-40) 
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Q5. Read Luke 10:25-37 and consider the role of partiality in Jesus’ parable. How is partiality 

the opposite of love?  

 

Q6. How has Jesus displayed this royal law for us? (Matthew 20:24-28, John 15:12-17) 

 

Q7. How does James draw out the inconsistency of Christians preferring the rich over the 

poor? (James 2:5) 

 

Q8. How does James show the silliness of preferring the rich over the poor in the church’s 

context in his day? (James 2:6-7) 

 

Q9. Why are we sometimes tempted to show partiality?  

 

Q10. How does knowing and experiencing Christ’s work lead us to stop showing partiality?   

 

Q11. How can we help each other to overcome the sin of partiality? 
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