
Study Guide - September 30, 2018 
Series: Isaiah 
Text: Isaiah 60 
 
Hello! This guide is provided to help facilitate a clear understanding of the Bible passage that 
was preached the preceding Sunday with a focus on applying God’s truths to our lives 
individually and corporately. As such we encourage you to budget sufficient time for 
application questions. A recommendation would be to spend at least half your time 
pondering and discussing questions that are application focused. 

OVERVIEW OF ISAIAH 

Background and Context 
Isaiah ministered for more than 40 years, through the reigns of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz and 
Hezekiah. His office of prophecy began in the final days of Uzziah’s reign, through the war 
between Judah and the united kingdoms of Israel and Syria, Judah’s defeat and exiled by 
Assyria, and the Babylonian captivity. 

Isaiah Chapters 1-35 
The first part of Isaiah speaks about God’s judgement on Israel and Judah by Assyria. Isaiah 
railed against the leaders for their hypocrisy (1:10-15), greed (5:8), self-indulgence (5:11), and 
cynicism (5:19). The rich prospered while the poor was oppressed. The people confessed the 
Lord as their king with their lips, their hearts was as far from Him and their temple sacrifices 
were a mere sham. 

Isaiah chapters 40-66 
The second part focuses on the remnants’ return from Babylon and their ultimate deliverance 
in the remote future and the fall of pagan Babylon (46:1-47:15). More than a century before 
Cyrus the Persian came to power, Isaiah named him as God’s anointed agent to restore the 
remnant to the land (44:24-45:13).  

He challenged the people to renew their loyalty to the Lord after they return to the land 
(56:1-8) and to avoid repeating idolatry and evil acts (57:3-13).  
 
Christ in Isaiah 
Beyond this future act of salvation Isaiah predicted the coming of a Servant and Saviour much 
greater than Cyrus. This Servant would fulfil Israel’s original destiny by bringing justice to the 
nations (42:1-4) and becoming a light to the Gentiles (49:1-7). The Servant would suffer 
willingly to take away the sins of His people (52:13-53:12) and thus establish a new covenant 
between the Lord and the new Israel (42:5-7). 



BIG IDEA OF THE TEXT 
God’s people have abandoned justice and righteousness, forsaken the covenant, and given 
themselves over to idol-worship. But God himself promises to come and establish 
righteousness, salvation and an eternal covenant with his people. Isaiah foretells a time where 
God will bring the exiles back to Israel, and foreign nations will bring their gifts and 
contribute in the rebuilding of God’s temple. Beyond that, Isaiah points to the coming of 
Christ, as the fulfilment of God’s justice and righteousness, bearing perfect obedience to the 
covenant, and reconciling people from all nations to God. He also points to the New 
Jerusalem, where the people of God will one day dwell with the physical presence of God for 
eternity. 

Q1 Why are the people in darkness? (See 59:2, 9, 11) 

Q2. Why is Israel commanded to arise and shine in v1? 

Q3. Where does Israel’s light come from? 

Q4a. What is the result of God shining his light upon Israel? 

Q4b. What are the blessings God promises to his people in v4-22? 

Q4c. Which of these blessings do you personally find encouraging and why?  

Q5a. What do v19-20 point forward to? (Consider Revelation 21:22-22:5) 

Q5b. How are the new heavens and new earth described in Isaiah 60? 
 
Q6a. Consider the pronouns of verses 10, 15-17, 21-22. Who will bring this glorious future to 
pass? 
 
Q6b. How will he bring about this glorious future for Israel?  
 
Q7. How should knowing what the new heavens and the new earth are like affect how we live 
together as God’s people from many nations?  
 
Note: In v1, God’s people were told to shine, for their light has come. We are told in v19-20 
that we will not need the sun and moon for light in the New Heavens and New Earth because 
God himself will be our light.  
 
Q8. How does knowing our place in redemption history help us to shine as lights to people 
around us in a broken world? 
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