
Study Guide - October 7, 2018 
Series: Isaiah 
Text: Isaiah 63:15-64:12  

Hello! This guide is provided to help facilitate a clear understanding of the Bible passage with a focus 

on applying God’s truths to our lives individually and corporately. As such we encourage you to spend 

at least half your time pondering and discussing questions that are application focused. While the 

guide has been bulked up, we still need to prepare by praying through the passage, reviewing the 

guide on our own, and thinking about how our group might answer questions. 

!

 
Overview of Isaiah 

Background and Context 
Isaiah ministered for more than 40 years, through the reigns of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz and 
Hezekiah. His office of prophecy began in the final days of Uzziah’s reign, through the war 
between Judah and the united kingdoms of Israel and Syria, Judah’s defeat and exiled by 
Assyria, and the Babylonian captivity. 

Isaiah Chapters 1-35 
The first part of Isaiah speaks about God’s judgement on Israel and Judah by Assyria. Isaiah 
railed against the leaders for their hypocrisy (1:10-15), greed (5:8), self-indulgence (5:11), 
and cynicism (5:19). The rich prospered while the poor was oppressed. The people 
confessed the Lord as their king with their lips, their hearts was as far from Him and their 
temple sacrifices were a mere sham. 

Isaiah chapters 40-66 
The second part focuses on the remnants’ return from Babylon and their ultimate 
deliverance in the remote future and the fall of pagan Babylon (46:1-47:15). More than a 
century before Cyrus the Persian came to power, Isaiah named him as God’s anointed agent 
to restore the remnant to the land (44:24-45:13).  
He challenged the people to renew their loyalty to the Lord after they return to the land 
(56:1-8) and to avoid repeating idolatry and evil acts (57:3-13). 

Christ in Isaiah 
Beyond this future act of salvation Isaiah predicted the coming of a Servant and Savior much 
greater than Cyrus. This Servant would fulfill Israel’s original destiny by bringing justice to the 
nations (42:1-4) and becoming a light to the Gentiles (49:1-7). The Servant would suffer 



willingly to take away the sins of His people (52:13-53:12) and thus establish a new covenant 
between the Lord and the new Israel (42:5-7). 

Big Idea of the Text 
Isaiah’s prophecy here is a prayer of lament and confession on behalf of God’s people who 
have found themselves in a place of judgment, facing His stony silence because of their 
adulterous affair with sin. The prayer reflects an intense struggle between a sense of 
estrangement and a sense of acceptance. After acknowledging the depth of their iniquities, 
Isaiah pleads on the grounds that God being their merciful father, would not remain 
uninvolved in their plight, but intervene to save them.    

Goal of this Study 
To give us confidence to take hold of God in prayer, and understand that the basis of our 
confidence in God is that Christ experienced being forsaken by God on the cross in our 
place, for our iniquities, so that we may be accepted as God’s children.  

How does understanding God’s sovereignty affect your prayers? 

Read Isaiah 63:15-64:12 

Prayer for Mercy 

63 15 Look down from heaven and see,  
    from your holy and beautiful habitation.  
Where are your zeal and your might?  
    The stirring of your inner parts and your compassion  
    are held back from me. 
16 For you are our Father, 
    though Abraham does not know us,  
    and Israel does not acknowledge us;  
you, O Lord, are our Father, 
    our Redeemer from of old is your name.  
17 O Lord, why do you make us wander from your ways  
    and harden our heart, so that we fear you not?  
Return for the sake of your servants,  
    the tribes of your heritage.  

 1



18 Your holy people held possession for a little while;  
    our adversaries have trampled down your sanctuary.  
19 We have become like those over whom you have never ruled, 
    like those who are not called by your name. 

64 1 Oh that you would rend the heavens and come down,  
    that the mountains might quake at your presence—  
2 as when fire kindles brushwood  
    and the fire causes water to boil—  
to make your name known to your adversaries,  
    and that the nations might tremble at your presence!  
3 When you did awesome things that we did not look for,  
    you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence.  
4 From of old no one has heard  
    or perceived by the ear, 
no eye has seen a God besides you,  
    who acts for those who wait for him.  
5 You meet him who joyfully works righteousness, 
    those who remember you in your ways. 
Behold, you were angry, and we sinned;  
    in our sins we have been a long time, and shall we be saved? 
6 We have all become like one who is unclean,  
    and all our righteous deeds are like a polluted garment.  
We all fade like a leaf,  
    and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. 
7 There is no one who calls upon your name,  
    who rouses himself to take hold of you;  
for you have hidden your face from us,  
    and have made us melt in the hand of our iniquities.  
 
8 But now, O Lord, you are our Father; 
    we are the clay, and you are our potter;  
    we are all the work of your hand.  
9 Be not so terribly angry, O Lord,  
    and remember not iniquity forever. 
    Behold, please look, we are all your people.  
10 Your holy cities have become a wilderness;  

 2



    Zion has become a wilderness,  
    Jerusalem a desolation.  
11 Our holy and beautiful[d] house,  
    where our fathers praised you,  
has been burned by fire, 
    and all our pleasant places have become ruins.  
12 Will you restrain yourself at these things, O Lord?  
    Will you keep silent, and afflict us so terribly? 

Q1. What are the similarities and contrasts between the images expressed in Isaiah 63:15-16 
and 64:10-12? How does this help us understand what Israel’s complaint it?  

Q2. How do verses 17-19 (particularly v17) describe what is wrong with God’s people’s 
relationship with Him? (v17) and the result of this in their nation (v18-19)? 

Q3. Given Israel’s problems, what do they need? How does 64:1-3 show what they long for 
God to do?  

4a. What do God's people remember about God? (v4-5) 

4b. What kind of people is God drawn to? (v4-5) 

5a. How do verses 6-7 describe the sins of the people?  

5b. How does our sin affect even the good things we do? (64:6) How do our sins affect our 
relationship with God? 

6. Why does this prayer stress that God is the Father of his people (see 63:16, 64:8)? 

7a. How would you summarise the problem highlighted in v5?  
  

7b. How will this be resolved? 

8a. Based on this passage, how can we be confident that God welcomes all of our prayers, 
especially while we are still struggling with areas of sin? 

8c. What holds you back from praying big prayers? 
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8d. Is your faith one that “takes hold” of God? (V7) How can we rouse one another to take 
hold of God in prayer? 
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