
Study Guide - October 7, 2018
Series: Isaiah 
Text: Isaiah 63:1-14  

Hello! This guide is provided to help facilitate a clear understanding of the Bible passage that was 

preached the preceding Sunday with a focus on applying God’s truths to our lives individually and 

corporately. As such we encourage you to budget sufficient time for application questions. A 

recommendation would be to spend at least half your time pondering and discussing questions that 

are application focused.  

  

1. Overview of Isaiah 

Background and Context 
Isaiah ministered for more than 40 years, through the reigns of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz and 
Hezekiah. His office of prophecy began in the final days of Uzziah’s reign, through the war 
between Judah and the united kingdoms of Israel and Syria, Judah’s defeat and exiled by 
Assyria, and the Babylonian captivity. 

Isaiah Chapters 1-35 
The first part of Isaiah speaks about God’s judgement on Israel and Judah by Assyria. Isaiah 
railed against the leaders for their hypocrisy (1:10-15), greed (5:8), self-indulgence (5:11), 
and cynicism (5:19). The rich prospered while the poor was oppressed. The people 
confessed the Lord as their king with their lips, their hearts was as far from Him and their 
temple sacrifices were a mere sham. 

Isaiah chapters 40-66 
The second part focuses on the remnants’ return from Babylon and their ultimate 
deliverance in the remote future and the fall of pagan Babylon (46:1-47:15). More than a 
century before Cyrus the Persian came to power, Isaiah named him as God’s anointed agent 
to restore the remnant to the land (44:24-45:13).  
He challenged the people to renew their loyalty to the Lord after they return to the land 
(56:1-8) and to avoid repeating idolatry and evil acts (57:3-13). 

Christ in Isaiah 
Beyond this future act of salvation Isaiah predicted the coming of a Servant and Savior much 
greater than Cyrus. This Servant would fulfill Israel’s original destiny by bringing justice to the 
nations (42:1-4) and becoming a light to the Gentiles (49:1-7). The Servant would suffer 



willingly to take away the sins of His people (52:13-53:12) and thus establish a new covenant 
between the Lord and the new Israel (42:5-7). 

Big Idea of the Text 
The first 6 verses from Isaiah 63 deals with God’s vengeance and judgement against his 
enemies. God is described as a warrior returning from a decisive victory, having trodden his 
enemies beneath his foot like one that treads the winepress, with the blood of his enemies 
staining his garment. The following verses from 7-14 recounts of God’s faithfulness towards 
his people, especially in the days of Moses. Even though the people of Israel were unfaithful 
towards God, rebelled against him and even grieved the Holy Spirit, yet God was faithful to 
lead them through the wilderness. 

Goal of this Study 
To remind us that our salvation is wholly dependent upon God’s grace to us in Christ, and 
encourage us to remember God’s character and past salvation when we face dark times. 

Read Isaiah 63:1-14 

The Lord's Day of Vengeance 

1 Who is this who comes from Edom, 

in crimsoned garments from Bozrah, 

he who is splendid in his apparel, 

marching in the greatness of his strength? 

“It is I, speaking in righteousness, 

mighty to save.” 

2 Why is your apparel red, 

and your garments like his who treads in the winepress? 

3 “I have trodden the winepress alone, 

and from the peoples no one was with me; 

I trod them in my anger 

and trampled them in my wrath; 

their lifeblood spattered on my garments, 
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and stained all my apparel. 
4 For the day of vengeance was in my heart, 

and my year of redemption had come. 
5 I looked, but there was no one to help; 

I was appalled, but there was no one to uphold; 

so my own arm brought me salvation, 

and my wrath upheld me. 
6 I trampled down the peoples in my anger; 

I made them drunk in my wrath, 

and I poured out their lifeblood on the earth.” 

Q1. A watchman sees someone with splendid apparel marching in the greatness of his 
strength towards the city. What is the watchman’s initial concern and how does the warrior 
address that concern? 

Q2. What does Edom represent? 

Q3a. What does the watchman think is the reason the warrior’s garments are stained 
crimson? 
  
Q3b. What is the warrior’s explanation for his crimson-stained garments? why did he trample 
God’s enemies? 

Q4. Who is this warrior?   

Q5. Why was the warrior alone in his execution of justice? 

Q6a. How does the identity of the divine warrior shape your view of God? 

Q6b. How does the certainty that God will vanquish his people’s enemies affect your view of 
vengeance? 

Q7. How do we have certainty that we will not be judged as God’s enemies? 

Q8. What can we do to prepare our community for the Day of the Lord’s Vengeance? 
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Read v7-14 

The Lord's Mercy Remembered 
7 I will recount the steadfast love of the Lord, 

the praises of the Lord, 

according to all that the Lord has granted us, 

and the great goodness to the house of Israel 

that he has granted them according to his compassion, 

according to the abundance of his steadfast love. 
8 For he said, “Surely they are my people, 

children who will not deal falsely.” 

And he became their Savior. 

9 In all their affliction he was afflicted, 

and the angel of his presence saved them; 

in his love and in his pity he redeemed them; 

he lifted them up and carried them all the days of old. 

10 But they rebelled 

and grieved his Holy Spirit; 

therefore he turned to be their enemy, 

and himself fought against them. 

11 Then he remembered the days of old, 

of Moses and his people. 

Where is he who brought them up out of the sea 

with the shepherds of his flock? 

Where is he who put in the midst of them 

his Holy Spirit, 

12 who caused his glorious arm 

to go at the right hand of Moses, 
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who divided the waters before them 

to make for himself an everlasting name, 

13 who led them through the depths? 

Like a horse in the desert, 

they did not stumble. 
14 Like livestock that go down into the valley, 

the Spirit of the Lord gave them rest. 

So you led your people, 

to make for yourself a glorious name. 

Q9a. Why does Isaiah respond to the picture of the divine warrior by recalling God’s 
steadfast love towards Israel? Discuss. 

V9b. begins and ends with the phrase “Steadfast love”. What are some examples of God’s 
steadfast love towards Israel in this passage? 

Q9c. What Old Testament narrative is recounted in this passage? (v9-14) 

Q9d. What is unique about the way God redeemed Israel from slavery in the Exodus? 

Q9e. Why is it important for Israel to remember this event in light of the promised 
judgement from v1-7? 

Q10a. Share a testimony of how you have experienced God’s steadfast love 

Q10b. How has God’s steadfast love been a form of comfort to you? 
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