
 

Study Guide - 1 September, 2019 
Series: Esther 
Text: Esther 5-6v13  

This guide is provided to help facilitate a clear understanding of the Bible passage with a focus on 

applying God’s truth to our lives as individuals and as a group. Therefore, spend at least half your time 

discussing questions that are application focused. While the guide has been bulked up, you still need 

to prepare by praying through the passage, reviewing the guide on your own, and thinking about how 

your group might answer questions and follow-up questions. 

 

 

Summary of Esther 
The book of Esther is set in Susa, Persia, 100 years after Israel’s exile. Whilst some Jews had returned to 
Jerusalem, others chose to remain in Susa; of which Esther and Mordecai, the protagonists of the story, 
were amongst. Within this story, God seems completely absent - there is no mention of him, and no 
overt demonstration of his miraculous power. Further, Esther and Mordecai, are unlikely protagonists 
with their moral ambiguity representative of a people that have compromised their lives, and have 
abandoned God’s law. Yet, in the midst of this seeming hopelessness, God is amazingly at work to fulfil 
his covenant promise. In an ironic reversal, God uses imperfect people, returning to faith in the midst of 
cultural oppression and persecution, to see his purposes fulfilled and his Kingdom come.         

Introduction 
Having read in previous chapters, the plot against the Jewish people, we now begin to read of God’s 
sovereign work to redeem his people. Firstly, we read of Esther’s shrewd steps and plans towards 
speaking to the king and petition on behalf of her people. Secondly, we read of the honouring of 
Mordercai, despite the devious plots and resolve of Haman to kill him. Both these events serve in 
tandem to reflect the faithful and wise steps of his people, but to ultimately evidence the mysterious 
workings of God and his promise to deliver his people.  

Structure of passage 
5:1-8  The wisdom and shrewdness of Esther 

- Esther comes before the king  
- Esther hosts two banquets, planning her petition and request before the king 

5:9-14   The discontentedness and foolishness of Haman 
- Haman’s anger towards Mordecai 
- Haman’s discontentedness in light of Mordercai’s existence   
- Haman’s plans to kill Mordercai  

6:1-13  The vindication of Mordecai and the foretelling of Haman’s downfall 
- The king recalls Mordecai’s actions 
- Mordercai honoured by the king 
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- The foretelling of Haman’s downfall   

Getting to Christ 
God will vindicate and redeem his people, and this promise has been secured in Christ. Just as Mordercai 
and Esther surrendered themselves to God’s sovereign work to deliver them, Christ all the more 
demonstrated the perfect act of surrender - willingly giving himself to be crucified.  It is then in his 
perfect righteousness, that Christ vindicated not only himself, but his people, becoming to all who 
believe in him “wisdom from God, righteousness and sanctification and redemption, so that, as it is 
written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord”. (1 Cor 1:31) 

Big Idea 
In the midst of chaos of this world, God is sovereignly working out his purposes, and mysteriously uses 
the faithfulness of His people who trust in his sovereign goodness. This is in contrast to people like 
Haman, who live for themselves and are consumed with the unceasing pursuit of self-exaltation, 
through worldly gain and power even at the cost of their own lives.  

What Your CG Must Take Away From This Study 

1) For your group to be assured that God will ultimately vindicate his people, and that this promise 
has been secured in the redemptive work of Christ.  

2) For your group to respond faithfully to this promise, employing the wisdom that comes from 
God, that is faith in Christ, and putting away worldly wisdom.   
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Read Esther 5:1-8 
1 On the third day Esther put on her royal robes and stood in the inner court of the king's palace, in front 

of the king's quarters, while the king was sitting on his royal throne inside the throne room opposite the 

entrance to the palace. 2 And when the king saw Queen Esther standing in the court, she won favor in his 

sight, and he held out to Esther the golden scepter that was in his hand. Then Esther approached and 

touched the tip of the scepter. 3 And the king said to her, “What is it, Queen Esther? What is your 

request? It shall be given you, even to the half of my kingdom.” 4 And Esther said, “If it please the king, 

let the king and Haman come today to a feast that I have prepared for the king.” 5 Then the king said, 

“Bring Haman quickly, so that we may do as Esther has asked.” So the king and Haman came to the feast 

that Esther had prepared. 6 And as they were drinking wine after the feast, the king said to Esther, “What 

is your wish? It shall be granted you. And what is your request? Even to the half of my kingdom, it shall 

be fulfilled.” 7 Then Esther answered, “My wish and my request is: 8 If I have found favor in the sight of 

the king, and if it please the king to grant my wish and fulfill my request, let the king and Haman come to 

the feast that I will prepare for them, and tomorrow I will do as the king has said.” 

Q1a. When Esther entered the King’s presence, what was she risking? (Esther 4:11) 
 
Q1b. What emboldened Esther to approach the king? (Esther 4:12-16) 
 
Q2. Consider Esther’s approach to request and petition before the king (5:4-8). Why do you think she 
went about it this way? 

 
Q3a. What characteristics does Esther demonstrate through her actions?  
 
Q3b. How do you typically respond to crises and desperate circumstances? How does knowing that God 
is sovereign help you in those situations? 
 
Q3c. Esther’s faithfulness didn’t mean she simply marched in to the king to ask her request, but she was 
thoughtful and shrewd in making her request to him, even though she was simply trying to be faithful to 
God. What does Esther’s thoughtfulness teach us about what faithfulness looks like in real life?  
 
Read Esther 5:9-14 
9 And Haman went out that day joyful and glad of heart. But when Haman saw Mordecai in the king's 

gate, that he neither rose nor trembled before him, he was filled with wrath against Mordecai. 10 

Nevertheless, Haman restrained himself and went home, and he sent and brought his friends and his 

wife Zeresh. 11 And Haman recounted to them the splendor of his riches, the number of his sons, all the 

promotions with which the king had honored him, and how he had advanced him above the officials and 
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the servants of the king. 12 Then Haman said, “Even Queen Esther let no one but me come with the king 

to the feast she prepared. And tomorrow also I am invited by her together with the king. 13 Yet all this is 

worth nothing to me, so long as I see Mordecai the Jew sitting at the king's gate.” 14 Then his wife Zeresh 

and all his friends said to him, “Let a gallows fifty cubits high be made, and in the morning tell the king to 

have Mordecai hanged upon it. Then go joyfully with the king to the feast.” This idea pleased Haman, 

and he had the gallows made. 

Q4. How would you describe Haman? 
 
Q5a. Why was Haman unable to find satisfaction in his power and honour?  
 
Q5b. How does Haman’s discontentedness highlight the folly of worldly pursuits and gains? 
 
Q6a. Ephesians 1:3 tells us that Christians have been blessed in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the 
heavenly places. What are some common ways we are blind to our eternal reward in Christ?  
 
Q6b. Has there been a time you were caught up in worldly pursuits? What were they, and what was the 
result?  
 
Q6c. What are practical ways we can remind ourselves that Jesus is our reward, when we are tempted 
by worldly pursuits?  
 
 
Read Esther 6:1-13 
On that night the king could not sleep. And he gave orders to bring the book of memorable deeds, the 
chronicles, and they were read before the king. 2And it was found written how Mordecai had told about 
Bigthana and Teresh, two of the king's eunuchs, who guarded the threshold, and who had sought to lay 
hands on King Ahasuerus. 3 And the king said, “What honor or distinction has been bestowed on 
Mordecai for this?” The king's young men who attended him said, “Nothing has been done for him.” 4And 
the king said, “Who is in the court?” Now Haman had just entered the outer court of the king's palace to 
speak to the king about having Mordecai hanged on the gallows that he had prepared for him. 5And the 
king's young men told him, “Haman is there, standing in the court.” And the king said, “Let him come in.” 
6So Haman came in, and the king said to him, “What should be done to the man whom the king delights 
to honor?” And Haman said to himself, “Whom would the king delight to honor more than me?” 7And 
Haman said to the king, “For the man whom the king delights to honor, 8 let royal robes be brought, 
which the king has worn, and the horse that the king has ridden, and on whose head a royal crown is set. 
9And let the robes and the horse be handed over to one of the king's most noble officials. Let them dress 
the man whom the king delights to honor, and let them lead him on the horse through the square of the 
city, proclaiming before him: ‘Thus shall it be done to the man whom the king delights to honor.’” 10Then 
the king said to Haman, “Hurry; take the robes and the horse, as you have said, and do so to Mordecai 
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the Jew, who sits at the king's gate. Leave out nothing that you have mentioned.” 11So Haman took the 
robes and the horse, and he dressed Mordecai and led him through the square of the city, proclaiming 
before him, “Thus shall it be done to the man whom the king delights to honor.” 
 
12Then Mordecai returned to the king's gate. But Haman hurried to his house, mourning and with his 
head covered. 13And Haman told his wife Zeresh and all his friends everything that had happened to him. 
Then his wise men and his wife Zeresh said to him, “If Mordecai, before whom you have begun to fall, is 
of the Jewish people, you will not overcome him but will surely fall before him.” 
 
Q7. How does this text show that God is sovereign and active? 

 
Q8. Contrast the responses of Haman’s wise men and his wife in 5v14 versus 6v13. What caused them to 
change? 
 
Q9. How does reflecting upon God’s sovereignty in the vindication of Mordecai, and our vindication 
through Christ, comfort you in times of difficulty and need? 
 
Apply Practically 
What challenges and difficulties are you currently facing? How are you finding it difficult to be assured 
of your ultimate vindication in and through Christ?  
Share with one another. Pray and encourage each other to fix your eyes on Christ and be assured of his 
redemptive work that has secured our eternal vindication.  
 


