
 

Study Guide - 25 August, 2019 
Series: Esther 
Text: Esther 2:19-4:17  

This guide is provided to help facilitate a clear understanding of the Bible passage with a focus on 

applying God’s truth to our lives as individuals and as a group. Therefore, spend at least half your time 

discussing questions that are application focused. While the guide has been bulked up, you still need 

to prepare by praying through the passage, reviewing the guide on your own, and thinking about how 

your group might answer questions and follow-up questions. 

 

 

Summary of Esther 
The book of Esther is set in Susa, Persia, 100 years after Israel’s exile. While some Jews had returned to 
Jerusalem 30 years earlier, others chose to remain in Susa; of which Esther and Mordecai were among. 
Within this story, God seems completely absent - there is no mention of him, and no overt 
demonstration of his miraculous power. Further, Esther and Mordecai, are unlikely protagonists with 
their moral ambiguity representative of a people that have compromised their lives and have 
abandoned God’s law. Yet, in the midst of this seeming hopelessness, God is amazingly at work to fulfil 
his covenant promise. In an ironic reversal, God uses imperfect people, returning to faith in the midst of 
cultural oppression and persecution, to see his purposes fulfilled and his Kingdom come.         

Introduction 
The narrative in this pericope sets up the tension and dilemma for the book of Esther. The relationship 
between Mordecai, a representative of the Jews and thus of God’s people, and Haman, a representative 
of God’s enemies is the underlying motif that builds towards the climax of the tension. In this narrative, 
God continues to show how he is the sovereign king that preserves his people throughout redemptive 
history, even in situations where he seems to be absent, and we see how the character arc of Mordecai 
and Esther continues to develop. 
 

Big Idea of the Text 
God’s Sovereignty places us in moments where, despite our past, he is calling us to be faithful in ways 
both small and large. Mordecai was faithful in the little. Esther has to be faithful in a massive way. God is 
over all, and is ruling history. So we can entrust our lives to him. 

Getting to Christ 

While Esther and Mordecai trusted God in fallen and small ways, Christ displayed the ultimate 
faithfulness and trust in God’s sovereignty, by going to the cross in order to redeem God’s people from 
this fallen and hostile world. 
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What Your CG Must Take Away From This Study 
Following Jesus in this fallen world will cost us, just as it cost Jesus to bear his cross for us. God has 
called all of us to live faithfully for him, reminding us that he is sovereignly preserving us, so we can have 
confidence to obey and follow Christ. 

How have we seen Mordecai and Esther’s character flaws so far in the book of Esther? 
 

Read Esther 2:19-23 

19 Now when the virgins were gathered together the second time, Mordecai was sitting at the king's 

gate. 20 Esther had not made known her kindred or her people, as Mordecai had commanded her, for 

Esther obeyed Mordecai just as when she was brought up by him. 21 In those days, as Mordecai was 

sitting at the king's gate, Bigthan and Teresh, two of the king's eunuchs, who guarded the threshold, 

became angry and sought to lay hands on King Ahasuerus. 22 And this came to the knowledge of 

Mordecai, and he told it to Queen Esther, and Esther told the king in the name of Mordecai. 23 When the 

affair was investigated and found to be so, the men were both hanged on the gallows. And it was 

recorded in the book of the chronicles in the presence of the king. 

Q1. How did Mordecai display faithfulness in this passage? And who was he faithful to? 
 
Q2. Why is it important for us to be faithful to God, even in the little things? 
 
Read Esther 3:1-15 
1 After these things King Ahasuerus promoted Haman the Agagite, the son of Hammedatha, and 

advanced him and set his throne above all the officials who were with him. 2 And all the king's servants 

who were at the king's gate bowed down and paid homage to Haman, for the king had so commanded 

concerning him. But Mordecai did not bow down or pay homage. 3 Then the king's servants who were at 

the king's gate said to Mordecai, “Why do you transgress the king's command?” 4 And when they spoke 

to him day after day and he would not listen to them, they told Haman, in order to see whether 

Mordecai's words would stand, for he had told them that he was a Jew. 5 And when Haman saw that 

Mordecai did not bow down or pay homage to him, Haman was filled with fury. 6 But he disdained to lay 

hands on Mordecai alone. So, as they had made known to him the people of Mordecai, Haman sought to 

destroy all the Jews, the people of Mordecai, throughout the whole kingdom of Ahasuerus. 

7 In the first month, which is the month of Nisan, in the twelfth year of King Ahasuerus, they cast Pur 

(that is, they cast lots) before Haman day after day; and they cast it month after month till the twelfth 
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month, which is the month of Adar. 8 Then Haman said to King Ahasuerus, “There is a certain people 

scattered abroad and dispersed among the peoples in all the provinces of your kingdom. Their laws are 

different from those of every other people, and they do not keep the king's laws, so that it is not to the 

king's profit to tolerate them. 9 If it please the king, let it be decreed that they be destroyed, and I will pay 

10,000 talents of silver into the hands of those who have charge of the king's business, that they may put 

it into the king's treasuries.” 10 So the king took his signet ring from his hand and gave it to Haman the 

Agagite, the son of Hammedatha, the enemy of the Jews. 11 And the king said to Haman, “The money is 

given to you, the people also, to do with them as it seems good to you.” 

12 Then the king's scribes were summoned on the thirteenth day of the first month, and an edict, 

according to all that Haman commanded, was written to the king's satraps and to the governors over all 

the provinces and to the officials of all the peoples, to every province in its own script and every people in 

its own language. It was written in the name of King Ahasuerus and sealed with the king's signet ring. 13 

Letters were sent by couriers to all the king's provinces with instruction to destroy, to kill, and to 

annihilate all Jews, young and old, women and children, in one day, the thirteenth day of the twelfth 

month, which is the month of Adar, and to plunder their goods. 14 A copy of the document was to be 

issued as a decree in every province by proclamation to all the peoples to be ready for that day. 15 The 

couriers went out hurriedly by order of the king, and the decree was issued in Susa the citadel. And the 

king and Haman sat down to drink, but the city of Susa was thrown into confusion. 

Q3a. Why did Mordecai refuse to bow down and pay homage to Haman? 
 
Q3b. Why did Haman want to destroy all the Jews when he was only offended by Mordecai? 
 
Q4. How did Haman manage to obtain the king’s approval, and an edict to destroy the Jews? 
 
Q5. What are you tempted to “bow down” to that would make your life easier? (e.g. comfort, approval 
of man, pleasing your boss) 
 
Read Esther 4:1-17 
1 When Mordecai learned all that had been done, Mordecai tore his clothes and put on sackcloth and 
ashes, and went out into the midst of the city, and he cried out with a loud and bitter cry. 2 He went up to 
the entrance of the king's gate, for no one was allowed to enter the king's gate clothed in sackcloth. 3 
And in every province, wherever the king's command and his decree reached, there was great mourning 
among the Jews, with fasting and weeping and lamenting, and many of them lay in sackcloth and ashes. 
4 When Esther's young women and her eunuchs came and told her, the queen was deeply distressed. She 
sent garments to clothe Mordecai, so that he might take off his sackcloth, but he would not accept them. 
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5 Then Esther called for Hathach, one of the king's eunuchs, who had been appointed to attend her, and 
ordered him to go to Mordecai to learn what this was and why it was. 6 Hathach went out to Mordecai in 
the open square of the city in front of the king's gate, 7 and Mordecai told him all that had happened to 
him, and the exact sum of money that Haman had promised to pay into the king's treasuries for the 
destruction of the Jews. 8 Mordecai also gave him a copy of the written decree issued in Susa for their 
destruction, that he might show it to Esther and explain it to her and command her to go to the king to 
beg his favor and plead with him on behalf of her people. 9 And Hathach went and told Esther what 
Mordecai had said. 10 Then Esther spoke to Hathach and commanded him to go to Mordecai and say, 11 
“All the king's servants and the people of the king's provinces know that if any man or woman goes to 
the king inside the inner court without being called, there is but one law—to be put to death, except the 
one to whom the king holds out the golden scepter so that he may live. But as for me, I have not been 
called to come in to the king these thirty days.” 
12 And they told Mordecai what Esther had said. 13 Then Mordecai told them to reply to Esther, “Do not 
think to yourself that in the king's palace you will escape any more than all the other Jews. 14 For if you 
keep silent at this time, relief and deliverance will rise for the Jews from another place, but you and your 
father's house will perish. And who knows whether you have not come to the kingdom for such a time as 
this?” 15 Then Esther told them to reply to Mordecai, 16 “Go, gather all the Jews to be found in Susa, and 
hold a fast on my behalf, and do not eat or drink for three days, night or day. I and my young women will 
also fast as you do. Then I will go to the king, though it is against the law, and if I perish, I perish.” 17 
Mordecai then went away and did everything as Esther had ordered him. 
 
Q6. How do we see Esther’s faithlessness and fearfulness in this passage? (v11) 
 
Q7a. How did Mordecai challenge Esther’s faithlessness and fearfulness? (v13-14) 
 
Q7b. Why did Mordecai believe that “relief and deliverance will rise for the Jews from another place” 
(v14)? (Ezekiel 11:14-20) 
 
Q7c. How does Mordecai see God working through the details of his and Esther’s lives? (v14) 
 
Q8. Why did Esther order for the fast? What did it reveal about her attitude at this point? 
 
Q9a. How do we see God sovereignly preserving his people? 
 
Q9b. Why can we be confident in God’s faithfulness to us today? 
 
Q10a. How is God challenging you to be faithful in your work, family and social life? 
 
Q10b. How does walking in faithfulness and obedience to God sometimes cost us? 
 
Apply Practically 
Share how you find it challenging to live faithfully as a Christian in this fallen world.  
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Encourage one another to obey God, following Jesus’ example, and trusting that he is our righteousness.  
Pray for one another, and assure each other of God’s sovereignty and loving faithfulness. 
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Appendix 
 

Structure of Passage and Text Notes 
2:19-23  Mordecai discovers a plot 

- Mordecai and Esther assimilating into the culture. 
- Bigthan and Teresh, two of the King’s eunuch plot against the king. 
- Mordecai discovers the plot and informs the king through Esther. 
- Mordecai’s deed is not rewarded but recorded. 

3:1-15   Harman plots against the Jews 
- Haman the Agagite promoted by the king. 
- Everyone pays homage to Haman but Mordecai refused because he is a 

descendant of King Agag of the Amalekites, the archenemies of Israel (1 Sam 
14:47-15:35). 

- Mordecai displays faithfulness in this aspect as he refused to bow down to 
God’s enemies. 

- Haman plots against Mordecai and sought to destroy the Jews 
- Haman obtained the king’s approval, though he has not made known the people 

that he sought to destroy (v8-11). 
- Haman obtained the king’s edict to destroy the Jews and sent it to every 

province. Ironically, this happens in the thirteenth day of the first month of the 
Jewish calendar (Nisan), which is two days before the beginning of the Passover 
celebration. 

- The Jews were to be annihilated and their goods plundered in one day, twelve 
months from the edict, on the thirteenth day of the month of Adar, the twelfth 
month on the Jewish calendar. 

- The city of Susa, the capital of Persia, was thrown into confusion as a result of 
the king edict’s - displaying volatility of the king’s governance. 

4:1-17  Esther agrees to help the Jews 
- Mordecai mourns and seeks to employ Esther’s help. 
- Esther refuses initially, probably reminded of the king’s disposal of Queen 

Vashti. 
- Mordecai warns Esther by stating that deliverance for the Jews will eventually 

come, though Esther’s house will not survive if she remains silent. 
- Mordecai’s warning to Esther displays a sense of trust in the divine sovereignty, 

providence and promises of God to preserve His people. 
- Esther agrees to help, identifying with her people, ready to face the king’s 

judgment regardless of the result, and ordered for a fast. 
 


