
 

Study Guide - 7th April, 2019 
Text: Ephesian 2:19-22 

 

This guide is provided to help facilitate a clear understanding of the Bible passage with a focus on applying 
God’s truths to our lives individually and corporately. As such we encourage you to spend at least half your time 
pondering and discussing questions that are application focused. While the guide has been bulked up, we still 
need to prepare by praying through the passage, reviewing the guide on our own, and thinking about how our 
group might answer questions. 

 
 

 

Overview of Series 
Telos: A 5-Year Vision, is a 6-week series where look into God’s word to see how the gospel changes 
individual lives, churches and cities. Our vision (emphasized every week) is “For Asia to be renewed by 
people, churches and cities transformed by the gospel”. 
 
This guide serves as a supplement to the sermon series, so that we imprint RHC’s vision into the hearts 
of everyone who is part of this church, and we all see our role in God’s vision. To use this series well, 
make sure you focus on the application questions in the second half of the guide. In the “Apply 
Practically” section at the end, a Prayer Card from this week is used to help your CG consider how God 
is calling them to be part of his plan for his people.  

Background, Context, and Structure 
Ephesians was a pastoral epistle written to the church in Ephesus by Paul. Ephesus was the capital of 
the Roman province of Asia on the west coast of Asia Minor (modern-day Turkey) and lay between the 
eastern and western halves of the Roman Empire. It was one of the five most prominent cities in the 
empire during the first century. Paul identified Ephesus as a strategic location for proclaiming the 
gospel in Asia and stayed there for about 2 years. Ephesus was notably a pagan city, housing the 
temple of the goddess Diana/Artemis as one of the Seven Wonders of the ancient world, and it was in 
Ephesus that the gospel inspired a great wave of conversions from paganism, and where Paul’s 
preaching of Christ came into direct confrontation with important trade that depended on pagan 
worship. Therefore, strong themes of this epistle include Paul’s reminder of the gospel to the church 
in Ephesus and how they ought to live in light of the gospel, in a hostile and pagan environment. 

Christ in Ephesians 
Central in Ephesians is the theme of union with Christ. Paul expounds the gospel by anchoring all 
aspects of it (predestination, adoption, redemption, being sealed by the Spirit) in the person and work 
of Christ. The Christian life, both individually and corporately, is living out the implications of the 
gospel. As adopted children of God we ought to walk in a manner that exemplifies the gospel, 
regardless of ethnicity, social status and life stage.  
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Big Idea of the Text 
Paul reminds the Ephesus believers that their identity is no longer anchored in the natural but the 
spiritual. Once thought as separated from God because of natural descent, the Gentiles are now 
included in the covenant community as Christ comes to establish peace between the sinner and God, 
with his blood. Therefore, the new covenant community is no longer defined by natural descent or 
heritage, but by the Spirit of God, dwelling and sanctifying the believers to conform to the image of 
the chief cornerstone. 

Goal of this Study 
For your CG to know that Christ has purchased us from being far off and separated from God to be 
fellow citizens and saints in his household. For your CG to therefore pursue peace with Christians 
different from themselves, and for you to live out the reality that we are God’s temple and dwelling 
place, as a church. 
 
Read Acts Ephesians 2:11-18 
 
11 Therefore remember that at one time you Gentiles in the flesh, called “the uncircumcision” by what 
is called the circumcision, which is made in the flesh by hands— 12 remember that you were at that 
time separated from Christ, alienated from the commonwealth of Israel and strangers to the 
covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world. 13 But now in Christ Jesus you 
who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ. 14 For he himself is our peace, 
who has made us both one and has broken down in his flesh the dividing wall of hostility 15 by 
abolishing the law of commandments expressed in ordinances, that he might create in himself one 
new man in place of the two, so making peace, 16 and might reconcile us both to God in one body 
through the cross, thereby killing the hostility. 17 And he came and preached peace to you who were 
far off and peace to those who were near. 18 For through him we both have access in one Spirit to the 
Father. 
 
1a. How would you describe the relationship between Jews and Gentiles in Ephesus, apart from 
Christ? (v11-14) 
 
1b. How is this kind of hostility seen in our city today?  
 
1c. How have you experienced a “dividing wall of hostility” towards another group (whether ethnic, 
gender, socioeconomic, friend circle etc)?  

 
 
2. What was our relationship to God before we knew Jesus? (Refer to Eph. 2 for your answers).  
 
3a. How has Jesus brought us peace? (v15-18) 
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3b. (If necessary) How does the peace we now have with God lead to peace with one another? 
 
3c. How has knowing the peace we have with God enabled you to pursue peace with others in the 
church?  

 
 
Read Ephesians 2:19-22 
 
19 So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints and 
members of the household of God, 20 built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ 
Jesus himself being the cornerstone, 21 in whom the whole structure, being joined together, grows 
into a holy temple in the Lord. 22 In him you also are being built together into a dwelling place for God 
by the Spirit.  
 
 
4a. What does Paul say is the new identity of the Ephesian Christians (v19,21-22)? 

 
4b. What are the benefits of being a citizen, instead of an ‘alien’/foreigner? 

 
5a. In what sense does this passage describe God dwelling with Christians today? 
 
5b. In week 1, we followed the theme of the temple (or God’s dwelling place) throughout scripture. 
What is God’s temple today, according to this passage?  
 
5c. Why do we need Christian community to enjoy God fully today? 

 
5d. In the Old Testament, the temple was a place where  people from all nations could come to see 
God’s glory, and worship God. How should we, as God’s temple, represent God to the world today? 
 
6. Jesus tells us in John 13:35, that people will know we are his disciples by our love for one another. 
How does the Eph. 2 passage encourage you to represent God to the world? 
 
7. What effect would it have on Singapore if people from outside saw the church as a holy temple and 
God’s dwelling place, because of the way we live out our faith together?  
 
8. How is God challenging you to sacrifice your own time and resources to care for others in your CG 
and church, to live out the reality that we are family members together of God’s household? 
 
9. How is God challenging you to move towards someone different to you because of your identity as 
fellow citizens of God’s kingdom? 
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Apply Practically 
Use Prayer Card “Day 33” (Thursday’s prayer card).  
Consider Eph 2:19-20 
Ponder: Everyone in Jesus’ church is a fellow citizen and a fellow member of God’s household. God’s 
house is not divided along intellectual or doctrinal lines.  
To Do: If there is a Christian group that you feel superior to in your heart, pray for them and ask God 
to bless them greatly 
 
Pray for one another to ask for forgiveness if we have cause division in God’s house. Ask God to help 
us to treat Christians of other churches, denominations, and doctrinal nuances as our fellow citizens.  


