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Hello! This guide is provided to help facilitate a clear understanding of the Bible passage that 

was preached the preceding Sunday with a focus on applying God’s truths to our lives 

individually and corporately. As such we encourage you to budget sufficient time for 

application questions. Leaders, this is a topic that members of your group can easily derail 

at the expense of caring for everyone in your CG. Please try to keep the discussion on 

track, and stick to the guide. For those who want to explore this topic in more detail refer 

to the resources mentioned at the bottom of this guide. 

  

Each discussion has two parts: 

  
1. Bible Study: Looking at the passage to see what it says about the topic at hand (40%) 

2. Connection to Life: Connecting the issue/Bible to our lives through application (60%) 

Part 1: Bible Study: Acts 17:16-34 (ESV) 

Let’s read: 

16 Now while Paul was waiting for them at Athens, his spirit was provoked within him as 
he saw that the city was full of idols. 17 So he reasoned in the synagogue with the Jews 
and the devout persons, and in the marketplace every day with those who happened 
to be there. 18 Some of the Epicurean and Stoic philosophers also conversed with him. 
And some said, “What does this babbler wish to say?” Others said, “He seems to be a 
preacher of foreign divinities”—because he was preaching Jesus and the resurrection. 
19 And they took him and brought him to the Areopagus, saying, “May we know what 
this new teaching is that you are presenting? 20 For you bring some strange things to 
our ears. We wish to know therefore what these things mean.” 21 Now all the Athenians 
and the foreigners who lived there would spend their time in nothing except telling or 
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hearing something new. 
22 So Paul, standing in the midst of the Areopagus, said: “Men of Athens, I perceive 
that in every way you are very religious. 23 For as I passed along and observed the 
objects of your worship, I found also an altar with this inscription: ‘To the unknown 
god.’ What therefore you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. 24 The God who 
made the world and everything in it, being Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in 
temples made by man, 25 nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed 
anything, since he himself gives to all mankind life and breath and everything. 26 And 
he made from one man every nation of mankind to live on all the face of the earth, 
having determined allotted periods and the boundaries of their dwelling place, 27 that 
they should seek God, and perhaps feel their way toward him and find him. Yet he is 
actually not far from each one of us, 28 for 

“‘In him we live and move and have our being’;  
as even some of your own poets have said,  
“‘For we are indeed his offspring.’ 

29 Being then God's offspring, we ought not to think that the divine being is like gold 
or silver or stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of man. 30 The times of 
ignorance God overlooked, but now he commands all people everywhere to repent,31 

because he has fixed a day on which he will judge the world in righteousness by a man 
whom he has appointed; and of this he has given assurance to all by raising him from 
the dead.” 

32 Now when they heard of the resurrection of the dead, some mocked. But others 
said, “We will hear you again about this.” 33 So Paul went out from their midst. 34 But 
some men joined him and believed, among whom also were Dionysius the Areopagite 
and a woman named Damaris and others with them. 

Q1. Where was Paul and what was he doing?  

Q2. Who were the different groups of people present at the Areopagus? What 
worldviews did they represent?  

Q3. How did Paul engage his audience and share the gospel?  

Q4. Why doesn’t Paul quote scripture when engaging non-believers in the Areopagus? 

Q5. What can we learn from Paul about sharing the gospel with people who are not 



familiar with the Christian narrative? 

PART 2: Connection to Life 

Q6. What are some common objections to the credibility of the Bible today?  

Q7. How will you engage someone who denies the relevance of the Bible in the 21st 
Century?  

Q8. How do we know that the Bible is true? 

APPLICATION 

Q9. How have you been equipped to give a reason for your faith over the past 4 weeks? 

Q10. How can we encourage each other to have confidence to share the gospel with our 
friends, family and colleagues?  
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UPCOMING EVENTS & HELPFUL RESOURCES 
  

● Christian Education Class: Hope and Joy in Suffering 

Date: 5, 12, 19 & 26 August 

Time: 11.30am to 1.00pm 

Venue: Level 3, studio 3 

  

UPCOMING TALKS/WORKSHOPS 
  

● “Thinking Faith?” Open Forum with speakers, Max Jeganathan (RZIM) on "Why bother 

with God if I'm happy?" and Jake Martin on “God & Science”, with Q&A. Sept 1 

● “Discovering Christianity” (6 sessions) led by Seow Aik Keong - Sept 14, 21, 28, Oct 5, 

12, 19 at his home in Holland Village 7:30-9:30 pm 
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