
 

Study Guide - 24th March, 2019 
Text: Acts 19:8-28 

 

This guide is provided to help facilitate a clear understanding of the Bible passage with a focus on applying 
God’s truths to our lives individually and corporately. As such we encourage you to spend at least half your time 
pondering and discussing questions that are application focused. While the guide has been bulked up, we still 
need to prepare by praying through the passage, reviewing the guide on our own, and thinking about how our 
group might answer questions. 

 
 

 

Overview of Series 
Telos: A 5-Year Vision, is a 6-week series where look into God’s word to see how the gospel changes 
individual lives, churches and cities. Our vision (emphasized every week) is “For Asia to be renewed by 
people, churches and cities transformed by the gospel”. 
 
This guide serves as a supplement to the sermon series, so that we imprint RHC’s vision into the hearts 
of everyone who is part of this church, and we all see our role in God’s vision. To use this series well, 
make sure you focus on the application questions in the second half of the guide. In the “Apply 
Practically” section at the end, a Prayer Card from this week is used to help your CG consider how God 
is calling them to be part of his plan for his people.  

Background, Context, and Structure (Acts 19:8-28) 
The book of Acts records the formation of the early church, and the fulfillment of God’s covenant to 
bless all the nations through Abraham’s offspring. That is, through Jesus Christ and the gift of the Holy 
Spirit. Acts 19 narrates the ministry of Paul in Ephesus, a pagan city famous for its worship of the 
Greek goddess Artemis, and how the gospel comes to transform the religious climate of the city, 
which subsequently caused other social and changes. 

Christ in Acts 19:8-28 
In line with the major theme of “Kingdom of God” in the gospel of Luke (v8), the author continues to 
draw our attention on how Christ came to redeemed and transformed a humanity lost and in bondage 
to idolatry and sin. The pagan city of Ephesus depended on idol worship and witchcraft to deal with 
their everyday problems, but the preaching and transformative power of the gospel shows us that 
Christ has authority over everything and by he is coming to establish a Kingdom for God over against a 
kingdom of darkness. Christ also paid the cost of his own life for our salvation, in contrast with idols 
that demands us to make sacrifices for them. 
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Big Idea of the Text 
Acts 19 tells us of Paul’s encounter and ministry in Ephesus. He first encounters disciples of John the 
Baptist and taught them that Christ was the fulfillment that John the Baptist pointed to. They were 
baptized and subsequently received the sign of the Holy Spirit. Paul remained in Ephesus for more 
than 2 years, preaching the gospel and accompanying his preaching with signs of wonders. Others 
tried to imitate Paul with the false use of Jesus’ name but suffered consequences, yet this incident 
awakens the people of Ephesus from religious syncretism and idolatry. The gospel continued to 
permeate the city and culture of Ephesus, resulting in mass denouncing and turning from idolatry and 
witchcraft, which in turn disrupted the living hood of those that depend on idol trading.  

Goal of this Study 
To understand how the gospel transforms a city by transforming individuals, and for your group to 
begin to live out their faith in all of their life.  
 
 
 
Read Acts 19:8-28 
8 And he entered the synagogue and for three months spoke boldly, reasoning and persuading them 

about the kingdom of God. 9 But when some became stubborn and continued in unbelief, speaking 

evil of the Way before the congregation, he withdrew from them and took the disciples with him, 

reasoning daily in the hall of Tyrannus. 10 This continued for two years, so that all the residents of Asia 

heard the word of the Lord, both Jews and Greeks. 

The Sons of Sceva 

11 And God was doing extraordinary miracles by the hands of Paul, 12 so that even handkerchiefs or 

aprons that had touched his skin were carried away to the sick, and their diseases left them and the 

evil spirits came out of them. 13 Then some of the itinerant Jewish exorcists undertook to invoke the 

name of the Lord Jesus over those who had evil spirits, saying, “I adjure you by the Jesus whom Paul 

proclaims.” 14 Seven sons of a Jewish high priest named Sceva were doing this. 15 But the evil spirit 

answered them, “Jesus I know, and Paul I recognize, but who are you?” 16 And the man in whom was 

the evil spirit leaped on them, mastered all of them and overpowered them, so that they fled out of 

that house naked and wounded. 17 And this became known to all the residents of Ephesus, both Jews 

and Greeks. And fear fell upon them all, and the name of the Lord Jesus was extolled. 18 Also many of 

those who were now believers came, confessing and divulging their practices. 19 And a number of 

those who had practiced magic arts brought their books together and burned them in the sight of all. 
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And they counted the value of them and found it came to fifty thousand pieces of silver. 20 So the 

word of the Lord continued to increase and prevail mightily. 

A Riot at Ephesus 

21 Now after these events Paul resolved in the Spirit to pass through Macedonia and Achaia and go to 

Jerusalem, saying, “After I have been there, I must also see Rome.” 22 And having sent into Macedonia 

two of his helpers, Timothy and Erastus, he himself stayed in Asia for a while. 

23 About that time there arose no little disturbance concerning the Way. 24 For a man named 

Demetrius, a silversmith, who made silver shrines of Artemis, brought no little business to the 

craftsmen. 25 These he gathered together, with the workmen in similar trades, and said, “Men, you 

know that from this business we have our wealth. 26 And you see and hear that not only in Ephesus 

but in almost all of Asia this Paul has persuaded and turned away a great many people, saying that 

gods made with hands are not gods. 27 And there is danger not only that this trade of ours may come 

into disrepute but also that the temple of the great goddess Artemis may be counted as nothing, and 

that she may even be deposed from her magnificence, she whom all Asia and the world worship.” 

28 When they heard this they were enraged and were crying out, “Great is Artemis of the Ephesians!” 
29 So the city was filled with the confusion, and they rushed together into the theater, dragging with 

them Gaius and Aristarchus, Macedonians who were Paul's companions in travel. 

 
1a. What was the main objective of Paul’s ministry in Ephesus? (v.8-10) 
 
1b. How did he go about it? (v.8-10)  
  
2. What opposition did Paul and his companions face in their ministry?  
 
3. What was the effect of the failed exorcism by the sons of Sceva? (v.17-20) 
 
4a. Why and how did riot in Ephesus happen? (v. 23-26) 
 
4b. From the responses of the crowd, what was the real idol in Ephesus?  
 
5a. How is Jesus different from idols? 
 
5b. The disciples in Ephesus burnt their magic books because they feared God (vv. 17-19). Why can’t 
we worship idols and Jesus at the same time? 
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6. How was the city of Ephesus being transformed? 
 
7. Artemis was a major idol specific to the region of Asia, especially the city of Ephesus. But idols do 
not need to be statues, but can be anything that take the place of God in our affections, or in what we 
give our time, money and energy to. A cultural idol is an idol a large number of people tend to worship 
in a certain culture or city. What are the cultural idols in Singapore? 
 
8. Consider the different responses to the gospel of the Christians who burnt their magic arts and 
Demetrius. Where does the power to give up our idols and live in a new way come from?  
(Or, How does the gospel change the way we respond to the idols of our culture?)  
 
9. How would Singapore change if a large number of people began worshipping Jesus and living out 
their faith in their work and family? 
Think of what opposition the gospel would encounter, how your workplace would be different, how 
school might be different, and the results of families living differently.  
 
 
10. Ephesus was transformed because Paul and his companions brought the gospel to that city. 
Consider Paul’s approach to ministry in Ephesus. What can we learn from him about how to change 
our city? 
 
11a. What opposition have you faced for living out the gospel in your own life?  
  
11b. Why should opposition be expected? 

 
12. As a church, we are praying for a gospel movement in Singapore and cities in Asia. A gospel 
movement happens as the Holy Spirit uses many Christians who are living out their faith in the various 
spheres of their life. How is God calling you to live out your faith in your work, school or family? 
 
13. How can we encourage and help each other to live out our faith in our own spheres of influence? 

 

Apply Practically 
Use Prayer Card “Day 16” (Tuesday’s prayer card).  
Consider Acts 19:26 
Ponder: Idols are rivals of the one, true God. Idols are pretenders to God’s throne. Idols are gods 
made in our own image. Idols promise you help; but cannot help you like God can. 
Analyse: What are the idols in your heart? What idols are you trusting in to deliver results that only 
God can deliver? What false promise from what false god are you listening to? 
To Do: What is it that your heart is crying out for? Take the bold step of trusting Jesus for that thing. 
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Pray for one another to live out your faith by turning away from idols and trusting Jesus.  
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