
Study Guide - 4th August, 2019
Series: Holy Spirit
Text: Acts 2:1-21

This guide is provided to help facilitate a clear biblical understanding of the Holy Spirit, referencing the 
narrative of Acts 2, as well as drawing on other Bible passages. The focus is to apply God’s truth of the 
reality of the Holy Spirit, to our lives individually and corporately. Therefore please spend at least half 
your time discussing questions that are application focused. Remember to prepare by praying through 
the passage, reviewing the guide on your own, and thinking about how your group might answer 
questions. There is a new section, “What Your CG Must Take Away From This Study” which is the main 
application you should lead your group towards as you use this guide.

Introduction to the Holy Spirit series
The Holy Spirit series, is a three week sermon series that will cover the three aspects of the Spirit, being:

1. The person of the Holy Spirit;
2. The presence of the Holy Spirit, and;
3. The power of the Holy Spirit.

The primary text that will be used as a basis for this series will be Acts 2:1-21. Given the nature of the 
doctrine concerning the Holy Spirit, the primary text will also be supplemented with other texts from the 
Bible. This is to provide a more systematic and complete understanding of the different aspects of the 
Holy Spirit that are not clearly identifiable in a single, let alone the primary, text. 

Using these primary and supporting texts, the CG studies will provide an opportunity to further deepen 
one’s understanding of these three different aspects of the Holy Spirit. 

Big idea of the Holy Spirit series
The person of the Holy Spirit, as promised and revealed in God’s Word as the sovereign God himself, is 
the indwelling presence of Christ with his beloved people, and the giver of power now that points to the 
Father’s eternal and absolute reign in his restored kingdom to come. 

Understanding Joel 2:28-32
Joel 2:28-32 is a prophecy concerning a coming day when God would pour out his Spirit on his people. It 
inaugurates “the Day of the Lord” and the establishment of his kingdom amongst his people. In the Old 
Testament the “Day of the Lord” refers to a time that God intervenes in the events of his people in 
judgement and salvation. Towards the end of the Old Testament, it is clear in the minor prophets that 
the coming “Day of the Lord” is a coming day all people must heed, by turning to God to be saved (Joel 
2:12-17). It is a day of both salvation (Joel 2:18-32) and judgement (Joel 2:1-11). 



It is clear in the New Testament, and in Acts 2, that the Day of the Lord has both come in Jesus Christ, 
and is yet to come. Salvation is available to all people now in Jesus, and God’s Spirit has been poured out 
on all flesh (Joel 2:28). This is a warning that the Day of the Lord is coming soon, when God will judge all 
flesh. It is a warning to turn to God for salvation (Joel 2:18-32) before that day comes (Joel 2:1-11). 
God’s Spirit empowers us to warn people and to preach salvation in Christ before that day comes.

The Gospel and the Power of the Holy Spirit
Christ became weak for our sake but through His weakness gave us perfect strength in God through His 
Spirit that now dwells in us. This empowers us to no longer serve God in the flesh, but serve God in the 
power of the Spirit.

Big Idea of this Study 
We are given power to serve God through the Person of the Spirit, which was provided by the Father, 
purchased by Christ, and poured out by the ascended Christ. The Holy Spirit empowers us especially to 
be Jesus witnesses (Acts 1:8).

What your CG must Take Away from this Study
To know and expect the Spirit’s empowering presence in our lives, and therefore cultivate an intimacy 
with the Spirit primarily for (but not limited to) the purpose of witness.

Read Acts 2:1-21
1When the day of Pentecost arrived, they were all together in one place. 2And suddenly there came from 
heaven a sound like a mighty rushing wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. 3And 
divided tongues as of fire appeared to them and rested on each one of them. 4And they were all filled 
with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance.
5Now there were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, devout men from every nation under heaven. 6And at this 
sound the multitude came together, and they were bewildered, because each one was hearing them 
speak in his own language. 7And they were amazed and astonished, saying, “Are not all these who are 
speaking Galileans? 8And how is it that we hear, each of us in his own native language? 9Parthians and 
Medes and Elamites and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10Phrygia 
and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, 11both Jews 
and proselytes, Cretans and Arabians—we hear them telling in our own tongues the mighty works of 
God.” 12And all were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, “What does this mean?” 13But others 
mocking said, “They are filled with new wine.”
14But Peter, standing with the eleven, lifted up his voice and addressed them: “Men of Judea and all who 
dwell in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and give ear to my words. 15For these people are not drunk, 
as you suppose, since it is only the third hour of the day.16But this is what was uttered through the 
prophet Joel:



17“‘And in the last days it shall be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh, and your sons 
and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream 
dreams; 18even on my male servants and female servants in those days I will pour out my Spirit, and they 
shall prophesy. 19And I will show wonders in the heavens above and signs on the earth below, blood, and 
fire, and vapor of smoke; 20the sun shall be turned to darkness and the moon to blood, before the day of 
the Lord comes, the great and magnificent day. 21And it shall come to pass that everyone who calls upon 
the name of the Lord shall be saved.’

Q1. Consider the following passages. 
- Exodus 31:1-3 

- “The LORD said to Moses,  “See, I have called by name Bezalel the son of Uri, son of 
Hur, of the tribe of Judah, and I have filled him with the Spirit of God, with ability and 
intelligence, with knowledge and all craftsmanship,”

- Numbers 11:16-17
- “Then the LORD said to Moses, “Gather for me seventy men of the elders of Israel, 

whom you know to be the elders of the people and officers over them, and bring them to 
the tent of meeting, and let them take their stand there with you. And I will come down 
and talk with you there. And I will take some of the Spirit that is on you and put it on them, 
and they shall bear the burden of the people with you, so that you may not bear it 
yourself alone.”

- Judges 14:5-6
- “Then Samson went down with his father and mother to Timnah, and they came to the 

vineyards of Timnah. And behold, a young lion came toward him roaring. Then the Spirit 
of the LORD rushed upon him, and although he had nothing in his hand, he tore the lion 
in pieces as one tears a young goat. But he did not tell his father or his mother what he 
had done.”

- Acts 4:8
- “Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the people and elders,”

- Acts 7:55
- “But he, full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus 

standing at the right hand of God.”

a. What are the different ways the Holy Spirit empowered individuals in these passages? 

b. How did these miracles and occurrences bear witness to God? 

Q2a. In Acts 1:8, what does the promised Holy Spirit empower the disciples for? 

Q2b. How does knowing that the Holy Spirit empowers us to be God’s witnesses take the pressure off us 
in evangelism?

Q3. In Acts 2:1-13, we witness the miraculous demonstration of the power of the Holy Spirit. How did 
Peter respond (verse 14-36) to those who sought an explanation for what took place?



Q4. In light of Peter’s explanation concerning the Holy Spirit, and reference to Joel 2, what are the 
implications for all believers?

Q5. How does the Holy Spirit empower believers for ministry?

Q6. 
a. How does knowing the Holy Spirit is the source of power assure a believer in their ministry?

b. How does knowing the Holy Spirit is a gift humble a believer in their ministry?

c. Why is it important for us to seek the Holy Spirit’s ongoing presence and power? 

Q7a. Although Holy Spirit gifts believers with the means to serve God, why is it important to cultivate 
these gifts through practice? 

Q7b. Aside from practice, how else might you cultivate your gifts? 

Q8. Consider your existing relationships and circles (family, friends, workplace). In what ways do you 
need to trust in the Holy Spirit’s empowerment for your personal evangelism?

Q9. What are some specific ways you feel challenged or empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve God?

Apply Practically 
Encourage and pray for one another, for a further empowering by the Holy Spirit to bear witness to the 
redemptive work of Christ and the love of the Father. 



Appendix:

Seven Assertions about the Trinity and the Holy Spirit 
1. God is one God.
2. The Father is God. 
3. Jesus, the Son, is God. 
4. The Holy Spirit is God.
5. The Father is not the Son. 
6. The Son is not the Spirit.
7. The Spirit is not the Father. 

The trinitarian work of Salvation and the distinct role of the Holy Spirit
● God the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit are united in their work of redeeming lost mankind
● Each person of the trinity has a distinct and unified role in the work of salvation for redeeming 

lost mankind
○ The Father: Elects and sends the Son
○ The Son: Atones for the sins of those chosen and given to him by the Father
○ The Holy Spirit: Sent by the Father and the Son, the Holy Spirit applies the benefits of 

salvation to the believer's life.


