
 

Study Guide - 27 October, 2019 
Series: 2 Peter 
Text: 2 Peter 3:1-13  

This guide is provided to help facilitate a clear understanding of the Bible passage with a focus on 

applying God’s truth to our lives as individuals and as a group. Therefore, spend at least half your time 

discussing questions that are application focused. While the guide has been bulked up, you still need 

to prepare by praying through the passage, reviewing the guide on your own, and thinking about how 

your group might answer questions and follow-up questions. 

 

 

Overview of 2 Peter 
Background, Context and Structure 
2 Peter is written by the apostle Peter, following his first letter, 1 Peter (2 Peter 1:1, 1:17-18, 3:1). Peter 
was anticipating his death while writing this epistle (1:14-15), speaking against certain false doctrines 
that were leading to immorality; warning against apostasy that can result through abandoning godliness 
(2:18-22). In his epistle, the themes of final judgement and the deity of Christ are imminent (1:3, v11 and 
v16-18), as Peter exhorts his readers to press on in godliness because of the coming final judgement 
(3:10-13), whilst drawing upon Christ’s saving power and promises found in the gospel (1:3-4). 

 
Structure of Passage 
Themes: Second coming of Jesus and the certainty future judgement. 
V1-7 : The scoffers and their ignorance of God’s words. 
V8-9: Time does not constrain God and the reason Jesus is not here yet because He is still saving people. 
V10: the imminent, sudden and unknown day of Jesus’ second coming. 
V11-13: Living in light of Jesus’ second coming and the promise for righteousness. 
 

Big idea of the text 
Jesus is coming back and will judge this world in accordance with what the scriptures say. 
 

What your CG must take away 

Christians ought to remember God’s words and live in patience, hope, and holiness while waiting for the 
return of Jesus. 
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Icebreaker 
If you found out that you only have a week to live, what would you do in your last week? Or, how would 
you change your lifestyle? 
 
Read 2 Peter 3:1-7 
1 This is now the second letter that I am writing to you, beloved. In both of them I am stirring up your 
sincere mind by way of reminder, 2 that you should remember the predictions of the holy prophets and 
the commandment of the Lord and Savior through your apostles, 3 knowing this first of all, that scoffers 
will come in the last days with scoffing, following their own sinful desires. 4 They will say, “Where is the 
promise of his coming? For ever since the fathers fell asleep, all things are continuing as they were from 
the beginning of creation.” 5 For they deliberately overlook this fact, that the heavens existed long ago, 
and the earth was formed out of water and through water by the word of God, 6 and that by means of 
these the world that then existed was deluged with water and perished. 7 But by the same word the 
heavens and earth that now exist are stored up for fire, being kept until the day of judgment and 
destruction of the ungodly. 
 
1. What are the predictions of the holy prophets and the commandment of Jesus that Peter is reminding 
his readers of (v1-3)? 
 
2a. How do people respond to this message? (v3-4) 
 
2b. What kind of living are the scoffers trying to justify? (v3) 
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3. How does Peter respond to these scoffers? (v5-7) 
 
4. We may or may not directly scoff at the Bible’s promise that Jesus is coming back to judge. However, 
how does the way we live tell us about what we really think about this promise? 
 
Read 2 Peter 3:8-13 
8 But do not overlook this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a 
thousand years as one day. 9 The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but is 
patient toward you, not wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach repentance. 10 But the 
day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a roar, and the heavenly 
bodies will be burned up and dissolved, and the earth and the works that are done on it will be exposed. 
11 Since all these things are thus to be dissolved, what sort of people ought you to be in lives of holiness 
and godliness, 12 waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens 
will be set on fire and dissolved, and the heavenly bodies will melt as they burn! 13 But according to his 
promise we are waiting for new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells. 

 
5. What hasn’t Jesus returned yet? (v8-9) 
 
6. What will the return of Jesus be like, according to this passage? (v10) 
 
7. How does Peter exhort his readers to live, in light of Jesus’ certain and sudden return? (v11-12) 
 
8. What is the promise for all who wait in righteousness for Christ’s return? (v13) 
 
9. How does this promise shape your life today? What do you look forward to most about the new 
heavens and new earth?  
 
10. How can we know for certain that we can have the righteousness to inherit the new heavens and 
new earth? 
 
Apply Practically 
11a. If you knew that Jesus is coming back next week, what would you do, or how would you change 
your lifestyle? 
 
11b. Why do you think we responded differently when it was one week to live and one week until Jesus 
returns? 
 
11c. V8 tells us that “with the Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day”.  
How does this passage challenge you to live today as if Jesus is coming back very soon? 

 


