
 

Study Guide - 27 October, 2019 
Series: 2 Peter 
Text: 2 Peter 2:10-22  

This guide is provided to help facilitate a clear understanding of the Bible passage with a focus on 

applying God’s truth to our lives as individuals and as a group. Therefore, spend at least half your time 

discussing questions that are application focused. While the guide has been bulked up, you still need 

to prepare by praying through the passage, reviewing the guide on your own, and thinking about how 

your group might answer questions and follow-up questions. 

 

 

Overview of 2 Peter 
Background, Context and Structure 
2 Peter is written by the apostle Peter, following his first letter, 1 Peter (2 Peter 1:1, 1:17-18, 3:1). Peter 
was anticipating his death while writing this epistle (1:14-15), speaking against certain false doctrines 
that were leading to immorality; warning against apostasy that can result through abandoning godliness 
(2:18-22). In his epistle, the themes of final judgement and the deity of Christ are imminent (1:3, v11 and 
v16-18), as Peter exhorts his readers to press on in godliness because of the coming final judgement 
(3:10-13), whilst drawing upon Christ’s saving power and promises found in the gospel (1:3-4). 
 

Getting to Christ 
Christ is he who cannot be overcome. He has overcome evil and even death itself. It is only through 
Christ can we be set free from our captivity to sin and slavery to corruption; his Spirit empowers us to 
overcome, granting us the means to walk in the way of righteousness.  
 

Big idea of the text 
In the arrogance of flesh and the unsteadiness of the soul, we are tempted by the enticements of false 
teachings that appeal to our sensual passions and lead us astray. We must grow in the knowledge of our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, who has overcome these things. 
 

What your CG must take away 

We must continue to grow in the knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ, to resist our arrogant and fleshly 
nature that is attracted to lawless and destructive living.  
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Read 2 Peter 2:10b-22 
10Bold and willful, they do not tremble as they blaspheme the glorious ones, 11 whereas angels, though 
greater in might and power, do not pronounce a blasphemous judgment against them before the Lord. 12 
But these, like irrational animals, creatures of instinct, born to be caught and destroyed, blaspheming 
about matters of which they are ignorant, will also be destroyed in their destruction, 13 suffering wrong 
as the wage for their wrongdoing. They count it pleasure to revel in the daytime. They are blots and 
blemishes, reveling in their deceptions, while they feast with you.14 They have eyes full of adultery, 
insatiable for sin. They entice unsteady souls. They have hearts trained in greed. Accursed children! 15 
Forsaking the right way, they have gone astray. They have followed the way of Balaam, the son of Beor, 
who loved gain from wrongdoing, 16 but was rebuked for his own transgression; a speechless donkey 
spoke with human voice and restrained the prophet's madness. 
 
17 These are waterless springs and mists driven by a storm. For them the gloom of utter darkness has 
been reserved. 18 For, speaking loud boasts of folly, they entice by sensual passions of the flesh those who 
are barely escaping from those who live in error. 19 They promise them freedom, but they themselves are 
slaves of corruption. For whatever overcomes a person, to that he is enslaved. 20 For if, after they have 
escaped the defilements of the world through the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, they are 
again entangled in them and overcome, the last state has become worse for them than the first. 21 For it 
would have been better for them never to have known the way of righteousness than after knowing it to 
turn back from the holy commandment delivered to them. 22 What the true proverb says has happened to 
them: “The dog returns to its own vomit, and the sow, after washing herself, returns to wallow in the 
mire.” 

 
1a. Who are the “they” that Peter refers to in verses 10-16? 
 
1b. Why do you think Peter contrasts false teachers with angels? What does Peter suggest is the posture 
of the false teachers towards the Lord? 
 
2. In verse 13, what do you think it means to “...count it pleasure to revel in the daytime”?    

 
3. How do people in Singapore today boast in their revelry? Where have you seen this take place? 
 
4. How does Peter describe the lust and greed of the false teachers? (v14) 
 
5a. Who is Balaam? How is he described in the New Testament? (Jude 1:11 and Revelation 2:14)  
 
5b. How does Peter describe Balaam’s error and the error of those who follow in his way? (verses 14-15)  
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5c. In verse 16, Peter contrasts Balam’s “madness”, and a “speechless donkey”. What does this highlight 
about the nature of the prophet and false teachers? Consider also how Peter describes the false 
teachers in v12. 
 
5d. How have you seen the irrationality of sin in your own life? 
 
6a. Who are the “unsteady souls” Peter mentions? (verse 14)  
 
6b. What might an “unsteady Christian” look like today? 
 
7a. How do false teachers entice Christians, according to verse 18? 
 
7b. Consider two prominent, yet subtle, false teachings: legalism, and antinomianism (that the gospel 
allows us to live however we want). How do these appeal to our sensual passions? 
 
8a. False teachers are attractive to us because we love the same things they do. (Power/pride (v10b-13), 
sex and greed (v14-16)) In what way are you enticed by the things the false teachers offer? 
 
8b. In what ways do these enticements (teachings) offer “freedom”, but in reality “enslave” a person?  
 
9. In verse 20, Peter describes those false teachers as those who “after they have escaped the 
defilements of the world through the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, they are again 
entangled in them and overcome”.  
a. Why does Peter suggest they are worse off than before? (For it to have “been better for them to have 
never known the way of righteousness”) (verses 20-21)  
 
b. Peter uses a proverb, comparing these false teachers to a “dog [that] returns to its own vomit” or a 
“sow, after washing herself, [that] returns to wallow in the mire”. How does this describe the true nature 
of false teachers? 

 
 
10. How can we make sure to maintain the “steadiness” of our souls, so that we are not led into sin by 
false teachers? 
 
11. This text repeatedly makes allusions to the carnal nature of human flesh, and therefore its 
susceptibility to being led astray. Yet we know that Christ, who came in the weakness of the human 
flesh, overcame sin and death. 
a) How does knowing that Christ has overcome every temptation, assure you of your salvation?  
 
b) How does growing in the knowledge of Christ provide you the means by which to wage war against 
sin and temptation? 
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Apply Practically 
It is tempting to distance oneself from being susceptible to false teachings and being led astray. Yet this 
text tells us that these false teachings appeal to our fleshly desires, so we are all susceptible. In light of 
this, consider and share: 

1) Areas of your life where you might be susceptible to erroneous and false teachings; and 
2) Steps you could take to “steady” yourself in Christ.  

After sharing, pray and encourage one another, seeking grace and empowerment from God, through the 
Holy Spirit. 
 
 


