
 

Study Guide - 6 October, 2019 
Series: 2 Peter 
Text: 2 Peter 1:16-21  

This guide is provided to help facilitate a clear understanding of the Bible passage with a focus on 

applying God’s truth to our lives as individuals and as a group. Therefore, spend at least half your time 

discussing questions that are application focused. While the guide has been bulked up, you still need 

to prepare by praying through the passage, reviewing the guide on your own, and thinking about how 

your group might answer questions and follow-up questions. 

 

 

Overview of 2 Peter 
Background, Context and Structure 
2 Peter is written by the apostle Peter, following his first letter, 1 Peter (2 Peter 1:1, 1:17-18, 3:1). Peter 
was anticipating his death while writing this epistle (1:14-15), speaking against certain false doctrines 
that were leading to immorality; warning against apostasy that can result through abandoning godliness 
(2:18-22). In his epistle, the themes of final judgement and the deity of Christ are imminent (1:3, v11 and 
v16-18), as Peter exhorts his readers to press on in godliness because of the coming final judgement 
(3:10-13), whilst drawing upon Christ’s saving power and promises found in the gospel (1:3-4). 

 
Getting to Christ 
Jesus is God’s Son, who scripture reveals as saviour. We look forward to the day of the Lord when Jesus 
returns and saves. 
 

Big idea of the text 
Jesus is God and scripture is true, so pay attention to God’s word and live by faith in obedience knowing 
that He is coming back. 
 

What your CG must take away 

We need to pay close attention to God’s word and obey it, because Jesus is God and scripture is true. 
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Read 2 Peter 1:16-18 
16 For we did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made known to you the power and coming of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty. 17 For when he received honor and glory 
from God the Father, and the voice was borne to him by the Majestic Glory, “This is my beloved Son, with 
whom I am well pleased,” 18 we ourselves heard this very voice borne from heaven, for we were with him 
on the holy mountain. 
 
1. What kind of false teaching is the Apostle Peter reacting to (v16)? 
 
 
2a. What event is Peter referring to in v17-18? 
 
2b. Recall the account of the transfiguration in the gospel of Luke (9:28-37), and consider the 
surrounding context. Why do you think Peter chose to refer to the transfiguration to make his point 
about who Jesus is? 
 
3. Why is it so important that Peter was an eyewitness to Jesus and the events of his life? 
 
Read 2 Peter 1:19-21 
 19 And we have the prophetic word more fully confirmed, to which you will do well to pay attention as to 
a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts, 20 knowing 
this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture comes from someone's own interpretation. 21 For no 
prophecy was ever produced by the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along by 
the Holy Spirit. 
 
4a.  What does the “prophetic word” in v19 refer to? 
 
4b. How is the “prophetic word” more fully confirmed? 
 
5a. How is the “prophetic word” like a lamp shining in a dark place? 
 
5b. According to Peter, what does the reality that Jesus has come, fulfilling scripture (v19), mean for our 
lives today?  
 
6. What are some ways you neglect the truth of the scriptures in your life? 
 
 
7. What are some of God’s promises in scripture that give you hope and help you to trust him for your 
life today?  
How do these promises help you trust God today? 
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8. How can we help each other to pay close attention to the Bible, so that we live in its light? 
 
9. How do these verses challenge your perception of the reliability of scripture for your life? (v20-21) 
 
Apply Practically 
Christians read the Bible daily because we want to pay close attention to God’s word, and we trust that 
God changes us as we apply it to our lives. Pair up, and ask your partner to share how they go about 
reading God’s word and filling themselves with God’s promises. What has been helpful for you? How can 
you grow in this area, and encourage each other in this way? 
 


