
 

Study Guide - 14th April, 2019 
Text: 1 Peter 2:4-12 

 

This guide is provided to help facilitate a clear understanding of the Bible passage with a focus on applying 
God’s truths to our lives individually and corporately. As such we encourage you to spend at least half your time 
pondering and discussing questions that are application focused. While the guide has been bulked up, we still 
need to prepare by praying through the passage, reviewing the guide on our own, and thinking about how our 
group might answer questions. 

 
 

 

Overview of Series 
Telos: A 5-Year Vision, is a 6 week series where look into God’s word to see how the gospel changes 
individual lives, churches and cities. Our vision (emphasised every week) is “For Asia to be renewed by 
people, churches and cities transformed by the gospel”. 
 
This guide serves as a supplement to the sermon series, so that we imprint RHC’s vision into the hearts 
of everyone who is part of this church, and we all see our role in God’s vision. To use this series well, 
make sure you focus on the application questions in the second half of the guide. In the “Apply 
Practically” section at the end, a Prayer Card from this week is used to help your CG consider how God 
is calling them to be part of his plan for his people.  

Background, Context, and Structure (1 Peter 2:4-12) 
An Epistle of Peter to the churches in Asia Minor, exhorting them to remain steadfast and stand firm in 
their faith, which is found in the “true grace of God”1. This served as an encouragement to churches  
that were confronted with opposition and persecution. In 1 Peter 2:4-12, Peter draws upon exilic and 
eschatological language, to remind the persecuted church of their eternal and future hope and home 
with Christ, as His holy people, His royal priesthood, His living temple and recipients and benefactors 
of His new covenant.     

Christ in 1 Peter 2:4-12 
In light of persecution and suffering, Christians will find comfort in the future hope and eternal victory 
Christ has accomplished through His death and resurrection.  
 
 

  

                                                           
1 1 Peter 5:12 
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Big Idea of the Text and specific themes 
The church is a royal priesthood called to proclaim the excellencies of our gracious God. Themes 
include: 

1. God having chosen a people for His own possession, to be His holy people, priesthood and 
living temple 

2. For His people to live their lives as a spiritual sacrifice unto God, glorifying and bearing witness 
to Him  

3. As “exiles and sojourners” within this world, looking to Christ Jesus as our eternal hope in the 
midst of opposition, rejection and persecution 

Goal of this Study 
For your CG to know that we are God’s chosen people and precious in His sight. For your CG to know 
God has called us as a church to be a royal priesthood and living temple, so that we serve Him with 
our lives, proclaim him with our lips, and glorify Him together.  
 
Read 1 Peter 2: 4-12 
4 As you come to him, a living stone rejected by men but in the sight of God chosen and precious, 5 

you yourselves like living stones are being built up as a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to 

offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6 For it stands in Scripture: 

“Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone, 

    a cornerstone chosen and precious, 

and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.” 

7 So the honor is for you who believe, but for those who do not believe, 

“The stone that the builders rejected 

    has become the cornerstone,” 

8 and 

“A stone of stumbling, 

    and a rock of offense.” 

They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. 

9 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession, that 

you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 10 
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Once you were not a people, but now you are God's people; once you had not received mercy, but 

now you have received mercy. 

11 Beloved, I urge you as sojourners and exiles to abstain from the passions of the flesh, which wage 

war against your soul. 12 Keep your conduct among the Gentiles honorable, so that when they speak 

against you as evildoers, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day of visitation. 

 
1. What do you find encouraging about Peter’s assertion that Christ is a living stone rejected by men 

but in the sight of God chosen and precious? 

 

2. What parallel is there with Christ and His followers in verse 5? 

 

3. How does the description that we are living stones that are being built up as a spiritual house, to be 

a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ challenge your 

view of church? (v5, v 9) 

 

4. What is a cornerstone2, and what is Peter telling us about Christ by describing Him this way (v6-8)?  

 

5. In verses 5-10, what are the outcomes for those who: 

a. Believe in Christ? 

 

b. Who do not believe in Him?  

 

6. How are God’s people to view their sense of identity and belonging, within this world? (v9-11)   

 

7a. How does Peter encourage God’s people to conduct themselves within this world, and for what 

purpose are they doing this for? (v11-12) 

 

7b. How should they expect their conduct and deeds to be received? (v11-12) 

 
8a. What are some examples of the passions of the flesh?  

                                                           
2 See Ibid., 84 
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8b.  How does knowing that your are a royal priest, chosen and precious to God, help you to to put 

away the passions of your flesh and to remain steadfast against opposition from the world? 

 

9. What resources are there for believers to overcome the passions of the flesh?  

 

10. Why are we better able to worship and represent God together as a church as opposed to as an 

individual?  (v4-5 and v9-10) 

 
11. How is God calling you to be a living and active part of the community of RHC?  
 

Apply Practically 
Use Prayer Card “Day 37”  
Consider 1 Peter 2:5. 
Ponder: Every member of the church is part of the priesthood. It is a priesthood of all believers. Each 
one of us is a live stone in the wall of God’s house. God is the Builder of the wall; and knows exactly 
where He wants each stone; and what neighbours to give to each stone.  
Consider:  Are you a mis-fitting stone? Are you a contributing member of the priesthood? What has 
God called you to be and to do at RHC? What’s your space? 
 

Pray for one another, giving thanks to God for being the Builder of the house. Giving thanks to him for 

making us into a living stone that is fitted into His wall. Pray for guidance and revelation, that He show 

us exactly where He wants us to be, and what He wants us to take part in.  

 

 

BIBLIOGRAPHY  

Clowney, Edmund. The Message of 1 Peter: The Way of the Cross. The Bible Speaks Today. Inter-

Varsity  

     Press. Leicester, England: 1998.  


