
 

 

 
 
 
 

Hello! This guide is provided to help facilitate a clear understanding of the Bible passage that 
was preached the preceding Sunday with a focus on applying God’s truths to our lives 
individually and corporately. As such we encourage you to budget sufficient time for application 
questions. A recommendation would be to spend at least half your time pondering and 
discussing questions that are application focused.  
 
Overview of Galatians 
Apostle Paul wrote the present letter to the churches of Galatia (1:1; 5:2). He expressed his 
astonishment on their openness to the judaizers (cf. 1:6) who led people to abide to the law and 
the works of the flesh as a means of salvation. He defended the doctrine of justification by faith 
(like in the letters to the Romans) both in its theological (chaps. 3, 4) and practical (chaps. 5, 6) 
implications. He warned Galatians of the dire consequences of abandoning such essential 
doctrine. 
 
Big Idea of the Text 
The implication of the freedom we have in the gospel is that if we return to trying to justify 
ourselves by the law, we do not become more righteous, but we actually sever ourselves from 
Christ. Religious rituals like circumcision count for nothing, but what is important is that we love 
one another. The problem is that the people in the church who insist on circumcision are leading 
others away from the truth of their justification in Christ alone. In this, they are not loving one 
another but causing division. We must rather use our freedom in Christ to love one another. 
 
 
Opening Question:  
 
Q1. Different churches practice various customs and ceremonies.  What are some examples 

that you see?  How can you tell whether a certain custom is being treated as something 
necessary for salvation? [1]  
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Let’s read: 

- Galatians 5:2-15 
 
“2 Look: I, Paul, say to you that if you accept circumcision, Christ will be of no 

advantage to you. 3 I testify again to every man who accepts circumcision that he 

is obligated to keep the whole law. 4 You are severed from Christ, you who would 

be justified by the law; you have fallen away from grace. 5 For through the Spirit, 

by faith, we ourselves eagerly wait for the hope of righteousness. 6 For in Christ 

Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision counts for anything, but only faith 

working through love.  

7 You were running well. Who hindered you from obeying the truth?8 This 

persuasion is not from him who calls you. 9 A little leaven leavens the whole lump. 

10 I have confidence in the Lord that you will take no other view, and the one who 

is troubling you will bear the penalty, whoever he is. 11 But if I, brothers, still 

preach circumcision, why am I still being persecuted? In that case the offense of 

the cross has been removed. 12 I wish those who unsettle you would emasculate 

themselves!  

13 For you were called to freedom, brothers. Only do not use your freedom as an 

opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another. 14 For the whole law 

is fulfilled in one word: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 15 But if you bite 

and devour one another, watch out that you are not consumed by one another. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
Q2. What does Paul warn the Galatians about in v2-4? [2]  
 
Q3. What is the danger of adding any requirement to the gospel? 
 
Q4. What are the expressions of real saving faith-and what aren't (v5-6)? [2]  
 
Q5. If we have been declared righteous in Christ, why would Paul say we still hope for 

righteousness. What is this hope? [1]  
 
Q6. What are your greatest hopes in Christ? 
 
Q7. Why does Paul warn the false teachers so severely in v12? 
 
Q8. What should the Galatians use their gospel freedom to do (v13-14)? [2] 
 
Q9. Why is "love your neighbour as yourself" an appropriate summary of God's law? [1] 
 
Q10.What are some practical ways we can express our faith in love for one another at RHC?  
 
 

 
[1]

 John Stott, John Stott Bible Studies: Galatians: Experiencing the Grace of Christ (Downers Grove, IL: 
InterVarsity Press, 1998), 44-48. 
[2]

 Tim Keller, Galatians: Gospel Matters (The Good Book Company, 2013), 75-76. 
[2]

 Thomas Schreiner, Exegetical Commentary on the New Testament: Galatians (Zondervan, 2013), 
326. 
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