
 

 

 
 
 
 

Hello! This guide is provided to help facilitate a clear understanding of the Bible passage that 
was preached the preceding Sunday with a focus on applying God’s truths to our lives 
individually and corporately. As such we encourage you to budget sufficient time for application 
questions. A recommendation would be to spend at least half your time pondering and 
discussing questions that are application focused.  
 
Overview of Galatians 
Apostle Paul wrote the present letter to the churches of Galatia (1:1; 5:2). He expressed his 
astonishment on their openness to the judaizers (cf. 1:6) who led people to abide to the law and 
the works of the flesh as a means of salvation. He defended the doctrine of justification by faith 
(like in the letters to the Romans) both in its theological (chaps. 3, 4) and practical (chaps. 5, 6) 
implications. He warned Galatians of the dire consequences of abandoning such essential 
doctrine. 
 
Big Idea of the Text 
The Galatians are turning back to the enslavement of self-justification by the Law and 
“elementary principles of the world” from which they have already been set free!  Paul pleads 
desperately with the Galatians. He reminds them of their faith in the past, and he urges them to 
return to the faith they once held, when they first received Paul and believed the gospel he 
preached. 
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Let’s read: 
- Galatians 4:8-20 

 
8 Formerly, when you did not know God, you were enslaved to those that by nature are not 
gods. 9 But now that you have come to know God, or rather to be known by God, how can you 
turn back again to the weak and worthless elementary principles of the world, whose slaves you 
want to be once more? 10 You observe days and months and seasons and years! 11 I am 
afraid I may have labored over you in vain. 
 
12 Brothers, I entreat you, become as I am, for I also have become as you are. You did me no 
wrong. 13 You know it was because of a bodily ailment that I preached the gospel to you at first, 
14 and though my condition was a trial to you, you did not scorn or despise me, but received me 
as an angel of God, as Christ Jesus. 15 What then has become of your blessedness? For I 
testify to you that, if possible, you would have gouged out your eyes and given them to me. 16 
Have I then become your enemy by telling you the truth? 17 They make much of you, but for no 
good purpose. They want to shut you out, that you may make much of them. 18 It is always 
good to be made much of for a good purpose, and not only when I am present with you, 19 my 
little children, for whom I am again in the anguish of childbirth until Christ is formed in you! 20 I 
wish I could be present with you now and change my tone, for I am perplexed about you. 
 
Q1. What does Paul say the Galatians are turning back to? (v8-10) 
 
Q2. Why is this so bad? 
 
Q3. What weak and worthless elementary principles have you been saved from? 
 
Q4. In what ways are we tempted to turn back to slavery to the works-based systems we were 
saved from? 
 
Q5. How has Paul’s relationship with these Galatians changed? (13-16) 
 
Q6. What is the tone with which Paul is pleading with the Galatians? (v19) 
 

Q7. How does Paul’s ministry differ from that of the false teachers? (v16-20)
[1] 

 

Q8. What does this teach us about faithful gospel ministry?
[1]

 
 

Q9. How does Paul share in the love and suffering of Christ for the Galatians?
[2]

 
 

Q10. Why do you think Paul refused to give up on the Galatian church?
[2]

 
 
Q11. How does this passage teach us to think about ministry with one another at RHC?
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