
 

 

 
 
 
 

Hello! This guide is provided to help facilitate a clear understanding of the Bible passage that 
was preached the preceding Sunday with a focus on applying God’s truths to our lives 
individually and corporately. As such we encourage you to budget sufficient time for application 
questions. A recommendation would be to spend at least half your time pondering and 
discussing questions that are application focused.  
 
Overview of Galatians 
Apostle Paul wrote the present letter to the churches of Galatia (1:1; 5:2). He expressed his 
astonishment on their openness to the judaizers (cf. 1:6) who led people to abide to the law and 
the works of the flesh as a means of salvation. He defended the doctrine of justification by faith 
(like in the letters to the Romans) both in its theological (chaps. 3, 4) and practical (chaps. 5, 6) 
implications. He warned Galatians of the dire consequences of abandoning such essential 
doctrine. 
 
Big Idea of the Text 
It is not always the world who persecutes Christians, but sometimes persecution is from 
religious people within the nominal church. The religion of Ishmael is a religion of works - of 
what human beings can do by themselves. But the religion of Isaac is a religion of grace - what 
God does, because lsaac was born supernaturally through God’s promise. Everyone is either an 
Ishmael or an Isaac - either a child of works or a child of promise. We must put our trust in God 
through Jesus Christ. Only in Christ can we inherit the promises, receive the grace and enjoy 
the freedom of God. [2] 
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Let’s read: 

- Galatians 4:21-5:1 
 
21 Tell me, you who desire to be under the law, do you not listen to the law? 22 For it is written 
that Abraham had two sons, one by a slave woman and one by a free woman. 23 But the son of 
the slave was born according to the flesh, while the son of the free woman was born through 
promise. 24 Now this may be interpreted allegorically: these women are two covenants. One is 
from Mount Sinai, bearing children for slavery; she is Hagar. 25 Now Hagar is Mount Sinai in 
Arabia; she corresponds to the present Jerusalem, for she is in slavery with her children. 26 But 
the Jerusalem above is free, and she is our mother. 27 For it is written, 
 
“Rejoice, O barren one who does not bear; 
    break forth and cry aloud, you who are not in labor! 
For the children of the desolate one will be more 
    than those of the one who has a husband.” 
 
28 Now you, brothers, like Isaac, are children of promise. 29 But just as at that time he who was 
born according to the flesh persecuted him who was born according to the Spirit, so also it is 
now. 30 But what does the Scripture say? “Cast out the slave woman and her son, for the son of 
the slave woman shall not inherit with the son of the free woman.” 31 So, brothers, we are not 
children of the slave but of the free woman. 
5:1 For freedom Christ has set us free; stand firm therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke 
of slavery. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
Q1. Read Genesis 16:1-4, 21:1-10. What are the differences between the births of these two 
sons? [1] 
 

- Genesis 16:1-4 
“16 Now Sarai, Abram's wife, had borne him no children. She had a female Egyptian servant 
whose name was Hagar. 2 And Sarai said to Abram, “Behold now, the LORD has prevented me 
from bearing children. Go in to my servant; it may be that I shall obtain children by her.” And 
Abram listened to the voice of Sarai. 3 So, after Abram had lived ten years in the land of 
Canaan, Sarai, Abram's wife, took Hagar the Egyptian, her servant, and gave her to Abram her 
husband as a wife. 4 And he went in to Hagar, and she conceived. And when she saw that she 
had conceived, she looked with contempt on her mistress. “ (Genesis 16:1-4) 
 

- Genesis 21:1-10 
“21 The LORD visited Sarah as he had said, and the LORD did to Sarah as he had promised. 2 And 
Sarah conceived and bore Abraham a son in his old age at the time of which God had spoken to 
him. 3 Abraham called the name of his son who was born to him, whom Sarah bore him, Isaac. 
4 And Abraham circumcised his son Isaac when he was eight days old, as God had commanded 
him. 5 Abraham was a hundred years old when his son Isaac was born to him. 6 And Sarah said, 
“God has made laughter for me; everyone who hears will laugh over me.” 7 And she said, “Who 
would have said to Abraham that Sarah would nurse children? Yet I have borne him a son in his 
old age. 8 And the child grew and was weaned. And Abraham made a great feast on the day 
that Isaac was weaned. 9 But Sarah saw the son of Hagar the Egyptian, whom she had borne to 
Abraham, laughing. 10 So she said to Abraham, “Cast out this slave woman with her son, for the 
son of this slave woman shall not be heir with my son Isaac.” (Genesis 21:1-10) 
 
 
Q2. How much faith did Abraham need to have a son with Hagar? [1]  
 
Q3. How much faith did Abraham need to have a son with Sarai? [1]  
 
Q4. What does Paul say each mother represents? (Gal 4:24-26) [1] 
 
Q5. What is Paul saying the Galatians should expect as children of promise? (v28-29) [1] 
 
Q6. What are some examples of conflict that have occurred between religious legalists and 
those who have found freedom in Christ? [2] 
 
Q7. Why do you think religious legalists persecute those who have found freedom in Christ? 
 
Q8. How can we guard against our own sense of self-righteousness? (even a sense of 
superiority to legalists) [2] 
 
Q9. How can we help each other to guard against legalism?  



 

 

 
 
 

 
[1]

 Tim Keller, Galatians: Gospel Matters (The Good Book Company, 2013), 72-74. 
[2]

 John Stott, John Stott Bible Studies: Galatians: Experiencing the Grace of Christ (Downers Grove, IL: 
InterVarsity Press, 1998), 40-43. 
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Books for further study on the book of Galatians        

● Galatians (Douglas J. Moo) 
● Galatians For You (Timothy Keller) 

Galatians: Reformed Expository Commentary (Philip Ryken)     


