
 

Hello! This guide is provided to help facilitate a clear understanding of the Bible passage that 

was preached the preceding Sunday with a focus on applying God’s truths to our lives 

individually and corporately. As such we encourage you to budget sufficient time for 

application questions. A recommendation would be to spend at least half your time pondering 

and discussing questions that are application focused.  

OVERVIEW OF ISAIAH 
Background and Context 
Isaiah ministered for more than 40 years, through the reigns of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz and 

Hezekiah. His office of prophecy began in the final days of Uzziah’s reign, through the war 

between Judah and the united kingdoms of Israel and Syria, Judah’s defeat and exiled by 

Assyria, and the Babylonian captivity. 

Isaiah Chapters 1-35 
The first part of Isaiah speaks about God’s judgement on Israel and Judah by Assyria. Isaiah 

railed against the leaders for their hypocrisy (1:10-15), greed (5:8), self-indulgence (5:11), and 

cynicism (5:19). The rich prospered while the poor was oppressed. The people confessed the 

Lord as their king with their lips, their hearts was as far from Him and their temple sacrifices 

were a mere sham. 

Isaiah chapters 40-66: 
The second part focuses on the remnants’ return from Babylon and their ultimate deliverance in 

the remote future and the fall of pagan Babylon (46:1-47:15). More than a century before Cyrus 

the Persian came to power, Isaiah named him as God’s anointed agent to restore the remnant 

to the land (44:24-45:13). He challenged the people to renew their loyalty to the Lord after 

they return to the land (56:1-8) and to avoid repeating idolatry and evil acts (57:3-13). 

Christ in Isaiah 
Beyond this future act of salvation Isaiah predicted the coming of a Servant and Savior much 

greater than Cyrus. This Servant would fulfill Israel’s original destiny by bringing justice to the 

nations (42:1-4) and becoming a light to the Gentiles (49:1-7). The Servant would suffer 

willingly to take away the sins of His people (52:13-53:12) and thus establish a new covenant 

between the Lord and the new Israel (42:5-7). 
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Big Idea of the Text 
God warns against the princes and spiritual leaders of Israel for neglecting their duties as 

shepherds to God’s flock. Sin has blinded them so that instead of keeping watch over God’s 

people they have pandered to their own pleasures and lusts. Israel is described as the 

adulterous woman that would worship man-made idols rather than God. Yet God promises to 

draw near to those who heed his loving discipline and respond with repentance. While he is 

holy and incomprehensible, he takes delight in abiding with the contrite and lowly in spirit, and 

promises to heal and restore them. 

Let’s read Isaiah 56:9-12 

Israel's Irresponsible Leaders 

9 All you beasts of the field, come to devour— 

all you beasts in the forest. 

10 His watchmen are blind; 

they are all without knowledge; 

they are all silent dogs; 

they cannot bark, 

dreaming, lying down, 

loving to slumber. 

11 The dogs have a mighty appetite; 

they never have enough. 

But they are shepherds who have no understanding; 

they have all turned to their own way, 

each to his own gain, one and all. 

12 “Come,” they say, “let me get wine; 

let us fill ourselves with strong drink; 

and tomorrow will be like this day, 

great beyond measure.” 



Q1. How does God describe the leaders of Israel? (56:9-12)  

Q2. (With reference to 56:9-12,) What are some leadership responsibilities God has given you, 

and how do we tend to neglect them? 

Let’s read Isaiah 57:1-13 

Israel's Futile Idolatry 

57 The righteous man perishes, 

and no one lays it to heart; 

devout men are taken away, 

while no one understands. 

For the righteous man is taken away from calamity; 

2 he enters into peace; 

they rest in their beds 

who walk in their uprightness. 

3 But you, draw near, 

sons of the sorceress, 

offspring of the adulterer and the loose woman. 

4 Whom are you mocking? 

Against whom do you open your mouth wide 

and stick out your tongue? 

Are you not children of transgression, 

the offspring of deceit, 

5 you who burn with lust among the oaks, 

under every green tree, 

who slaughter your children in the valleys, 

under the clefts of the rocks? 

6 Among the smooth stones of the valley is your portion; 



they, they, are your lot; 

to them you have poured out a drink offering, 

you have brought a grain offering. 

Shall I relent for these things? 

7 On a high and lofty mountain 

you have set your bed, 

and there you went up to offer sacrifice. 

8 Behind the door and the doorpost 

you have set up your memorial; 

for, deserting me, you have uncovered your bed, 

you have gone up to it, 

you have made it wide; 

and you have made a covenant for yourself with them, 

you have loved their bed, 

you have looked on nakedness. 

9 You journeyed to the king with oil 

and multiplied your perfumes; 

you sent your envoys far off, 

and sent down even to Sheol. 

10 You were wearied with the length of your way, 

but you did not say, “It is hopeless”; 

you found new life for your strength, 

and so you were not faint. 

11 Whom did you dread and fear, 

so that you lied, 

and did not remember me, 

did not lay it to heart? 

Have I not held my peace, even for a long time, 

and you do not fear me? 



12 I will declare your righteousness and your deeds, 

but they will not profit you. 

13 When you cry out, let your collection of idols deliver you! 

The wind will carry them all off, 

a breath will take them away. 

But he who takes refuge in me shall possess the land 

and shall inherit my holy mountain. 

Q3. Describe the sins of Israel. (57:1-11) 

Q4. What is God’s challenge to his sinful people? (57:12-13) 

Let’s read Isaiah 57:14-19 

Comfort for the Contrite 

14 And it shall be said, 

“Build up, build up, prepare the way, 

remove every obstruction from my people's way.” 

15 For thus says the One who is high and lifted up, 

who inhabits eternity, whose name is Holy: 

“I dwell in the high and holy place, 

and also with him who is of a contrite and lowly spirit, 

to revive the spirit of the lowly, 

and to revive the heart of the contrite. 

16 For I will not contend forever, 

nor will I always be angry; 

for the spirit would grow faint before me, 

and the breath of life that I made. 

17 Because of the iniquity of his unjust gain I was angry, 



I struck him; I hid my face and was angry, 

but he went on backsliding in the way of his own heart. 

18 I have seen his ways, but I will heal him; 

I will lead him and restore comfort to him and his mourners, 

19 creating the fruit of the lips. 

Peace, peace, to the far and to the near,” says the LORD, 

“and I will heal him. 

Q5. How does God demonstrate his graciousness to his adulterous people ? (57:14-19) 

Q6. How does God’s graciousness towards adulterous Israel affect your view of God? Feel free 

to share your testimony of experiencing God’s graciousness in spite of your past mistakes 

Q7. How does this shape or challenge the way we should respond to people in sin? 

Let’s read Isaiah 20-21 

20 But the wicked are like the tossing sea; 

for it cannot be quiet, 

and its waters toss up mire and dirt. 

21 There is no peace,” says my God, “for the wicked.” 

Q8. Why will the wicked have no peace? (v20-21)  

Q9. How does our passage help us to understand the peace given by God?  

Q10. What are some ways you have sought peace apart from God? 

Q11. How can we as our community help one another find peace in Christ? 


