
 

Study Guide - 13 October, 2019 
Series: 2 Peter 
Text: 2 Peter 2:1-10  

This guide is provided to help facilitate a clear understanding of the Bible passage with a focus on applying God’s 

truth to our lives as individuals and as a group. Therefore, spend at least half your time discussing questions that 

are application focused. While the guide has been bulked up, you still need to prepare by praying through the 

passage, reviewing the guide on your own, and thinking about how your group might answer questions and 

follow-up questions. 

 

 

Overview of 2 Peter 
Background, Context and Structure 
2 Peter is written by the apostle Peter, following his first letter, 1 Peter (2 Peter 1:1, 1:17-18, 3:1). Peter 

was anticipating his death while writing this epistle (1:14-15), speaking against certain false doctrines 

that were leading to immorality; warning against apostasy that can result through abandoning godliness 

(2:18-22). In his epistle, the themes of final judgement and the deity of Christ are imminent (1:3, v11 and 

v16-18), as Peter exhorts his readers to press on in godliness because of the coming final judgement 

(3:10-13), whilst drawing upon Christ’s saving power and promises found in the gospel (1:3-4). 

 

Getting to Christ 
Jesus, the Son of God, took upon himself the judgement that was due for the ungodly. But because he 

was without sin, not only did he experience the preservation reserved for the righteous, but in 

overcoming death, also earned the preservation of all who put their faith in him. 

 

Big idea of the text 
Through judgement, the godly and ungodly are distinguished, even today. Now and in the final days, 

God preserves the righteousness of the godly, but will devote the ungodly to destruction.  

 

What your CG must take away 

In light of God’s judgement, we are to continue to pursue godly living in an ungodly world, trusting that 

God preserves those that put their faith in him. 
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Icebreaker 

What are some regular influences you listen to, and how do they affect your life? 

 

Read 2 Peter 2:1-4 
1But false prophets also arose among the people, just as there will be false teachers among you, who will 

secretly bring in destructive heresies, even denying the Master who bought them, bringing upon 

themselves swift destruction. 2And many will follow their sensuality, and because of them the way of 

truth will be blasphemed. 3And in their greed they will exploit you with false words. Their condemnation 

from long ago is not idle, and their destruction is not asleep. 4For if God did not spare angels when they 

sinned, but cast them into hell and committed them to chains of gloomy darkness to be kept until the 

judgment; 

 

Observation and meaning 

1. In verses 1-3, Peter paints a portrait of ‘false prophets’.  

a. Where does he suggest they will arise from? 

 

b. What does he accuse them of doing?  

 

2. How is the “impact” of the false prophets described in verse 2? 

 

3. As a consequence of their teachings and destructive heresies, what awaits these false prophets 

(verses 1 and 3-4)? 

 

Application 

4. In verse 1, Peter addresses the existence of false prophets.  

a. How might you identify false teachings and/or prophets?   

 

b. What are some common false teachings in Singapore that might lead people astray?   

 

c. How can you ensure you are not susceptible to being led astray (and in so doing “blaspheming the 

truth”) (v2)? 
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Read 2 Peter 2:5-10a 
5if he did not spare the ancient world, but preserved Noah, a herald of righteousness, with seven others, 

when he brought a flood upon the world of the ungodly; 6if by turning the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah 

to ashes he condemned them to extinction, making them an example of what is going to happen to the 

ungodly; 7and if he rescued righteous Lot, greatly distressed by the sensual conduct of the wicked 8(for as 

that righteous man lived among them day after day, he was tormenting his righteous soul over their 

lawless deeds that he saw and heard); 9then the Lord knows how to rescue the godly from trials, and to 

keep the unrighteous under punishment until the day of judgment, 10and especially those who indulge in 

the lust of defiling passion and despise authority. 

 

Observation and meaning 

5.  In verses 4-10, Peter makes a number of references to the OT. 

a.  What people and occurrences are referred to? 

 

b.  What do they have in common? 

 

c. Through these OT references, what point is Peter trying to highlight about the godly and the ungodly, 

particularly in the context of God’s judgement (verses 9-10)?  

 

Gospel 

6. As Christians, how can we be assured of our righteousness and preservation before God?    

 

Reflection and application 

7a.   Consider your own life circumstances. What are some struggles or temptations in your life today?  

 

7b. How does knowing that God “rescues the godly from trials” (verse 10), inform how you approach 

these struggles and/or temptations? 

 

Apply Practically 

1. As Christians living in an ungodly world, we are still prone to be led astray by false teachings. 

Pair up and share with a partner which biblical truths you are struggling to hold on to or worldly 

teachings and temptations that may be influencing your thoughts and practices.   

 

2. This passage highlights the reality of God’s judgement on those who are not found in Christ. As 

Christians, we are compelled to pray for their salvation, that they may come to know and glorify 

Jesus Christ.  With a partner, pray for those whom you know that have not yet received faith in 

Jesus Christ, that they may come to know and behold him and his saving works.  

  

 

 


