
 

Study Guide - 29 September, 2019 
Series: 2 Peter 
Text: 2 Peter 1:8-15  

This guide is provided to help facilitate a clear understanding of the Bible passage with a focus on applying God’s 
truth to our lives as individuals and as a group. Therefore, spend at least half your time discussing questions that 
are application focused. While the guide has been bulked up, you still need to prepare by praying through the 
passage, reviewing the guide on your own, and thinking about how your group might answer questions and 
follow-up questions. 

 

 

Background of 2 Peter 
2 Peter is written by the apostle Peter, following his first letter, 1 Peter (2 Peter 1:1, 1:17-18, 3:1). Peter 
was anticipating his death while writing this epistle (1:14-15), speaking against certain false doctrines 
that were leading to immorality; warning against apostasy that can result through abandoning godliness 
(2:18-22). In his epistle, the themes of final judgement and the deity of Christ are imminent (1:3, v11 and 
v16-18), as Peter exhorts his readers to press on in godliness because of the coming final judgement 
(3:10-13), whilst drawing upon Christ’s saving power and promises found in the gospel (1:3-4). 

Getting to Christ 
The gospel has obtained for us the means by which we are able to live godly lives, ensuring our 
fruitfulness as we grow in our knowledge of the saving work of the Lord Jesus Christ.  

Big idea of the text 
To be effective in our faith we must remember the gospel and apply it to our lives daily, because 
genuine faith in the gospel leads to character change. This character change then assures us of our 
salvation. 

What your CG must take away 
For your group to be fruitful in the knowledge of Jesus by practicing godliness, because Jesus has 
granted to us the right to eternal life, through the gospel.  
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Read 2 Peter 1:8-15 
8 For if these qualities are yours and are increasing, they keep you from being ineffective or unfruitful in 
the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 For whoever lacks these qualities is so nearsighted that he is 
blind, having forgotten that he was cleansed from his former sins. 10 Therefore, brothers, be all the more 
diligent to confirm your calling and election, for if you practice these qualities you will never fall. 11 For in 
this way there will be richly provided for you an entrance into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ. 
12 Therefore I intend always to remind you of these qualities, though you know them and are established 
in the truth that you have. 13 I think it right, as long as I am in this body, to stir you up by way of 
reminder, 14 since I know that the putting off of my body will be soon, as our Lord Jesus Christ made 
clear to me. 15 And I will make every effort so that after my departure you may be able at any time to 
recall these things. 

 
Observation and meaning 
1. What are “these qualities” that Peter refers to throughout this passage? (v8, referencing v5-7) 
 
2a. Why is it important for Christians to live out these qualities? (v8, 9, 10, 11 - there are four reasons) 
 
2b. Why do we need to be diligent to practice these qualities (v10), if we are saved by grace alone (v9)? 
 
2c. How have you seen some of these qualities in the lives of your CG members?  
 
2d. Why do you think Peter says a Christian is 'nearsighted' and 'blind' if these qualities are lacking?  

 
2e. What are the outcomes (reward) for those that practice godliness (the qualities)? (v10-11) 
 
3a. Which quality of the eight are you struggling with the most at the moment? 
 
Reflection and Application 
3b. In your life currently, what hinders you from practicing these qualities?    
 
4. If we are saved by grace alone, why should we strive to do the “good works” Peter describes?  
 
Gospel 
5. How does understanding and trusting the gospel lead us to pursue godly living?   
 
Observation and meaning  
6. What is Peter’s situation as he writes this letter? How does this highlight the importance of the 
message he is trying to relay? (v12-15) 
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Reflection and Application 
7a. Why is it important that Christians be reminded to practice godliness if we are already “established 
in the truth” and have the gospel?  

  
7b. What would you say to someone who told you, “Jesus has forgiven me of my sins. He doesn’t want 
me to try to earn my salvation through good works. I am free to live how I like because Jesus will always 
forgive me.” 

 
8.  What are some practical ways you can remind yourself and others of the need to practice godly living 
in light of the gospel of Jesus Christ?   
 
Apply Practically 
What are the qualities (v5-7) that you struggle to live out? Have your struggles affected your assurance 
of your salvation? 
Share with one another. Pray and remind each other of the reality of the gospel. Remind each other not 
to be nearsighted, but to look at truth of the gospel. Jesus has cleansed us of our sins. This is what we 
need to remember as the basis of our salvation, whether we seem to be living rightly or failing at 
godliness. This is the motivation to then work out your salvation in faith, trusting in the saving work of 
Jesus Christ.     
 


