
ADVENT DEVOTIONAL #3: THE GIFT TO THE WORLD

SOMETHING TO READ
Luke 2.8-20

8 And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock 
by night. 9 And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around 
them, and they were filled with great fear. 10 And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, 
I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. 11 For unto you is born this 
day in the city of David a Saviour, who is Christ the Lord. 12 And this will be a sign for you: you 
will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” 13 And suddenly there was 
with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, 14 “Glory to God in the 
highest, and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!” 

15 When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let 
us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known 
to us.” 16 And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. 
17 And when they saw it, they made known the saying that had been told them concerning this 
child. 18 And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them. 19 But Mary treasured 
up all these things, pondering them in her heart. 20 And the shepherds returned, glorifying and 
praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.

SOMETHING TO CONSIDER
Here is a dialogue between two people discussing the Christmas story. What do you think about 
their conversation?

“I got a letter from the school today.” 
There was slight hesitation in her voice as she continued: “Daphne’s class has the annual camp.”
“How much?” That was often his first response as a husband.
“More than we have.”
“It’s a bad month.”
“I know. The hospital hasn’t helped. And all the follow-up medicine.”
“Don’t forget we’re supporting your sister and Papa.”
“I know you want us to borrow from that man. I just don’t think a loan is our answer.” She said it 
softly.
“Where else are we going to get it from then? It’s not like we can borrow it from God!”
“You know that God loves us and understands.”
“It feels like God has forgotten us.”
“How can God forget us?” she whispered. “Can’t you remember the story of the First Christmas? 
God chose for Jesus to be in a poor family. Jesus grew up poor.”
“Sometimes I feel that Christianity only remembers the wealthy.”
“That’s not true. God made the announcement of Jesus’ birth to the lowest economic class. He 
announced it to the shepherds. Shepherds were the working poor of the time. God bypassed rich 
Herod in the palace. He gave the scoop to the poor shepherds.”
“It’s not like God gave the poor shepherds cash.”
“They got something better. They got an experience of God. They saw one angel. Then they 
saw a multitude of angels. They heard the angels singing. They got a message from God. They 
got God’s gift of peace. They heard God’s pleasure over them and over the all the people. They 



SOMETHING TO DO
Here are some suggestions for practical things you can do during this Advent season: 

• Put together a Christmas goodie bag for the security guards and cleaners at your workplace 
and neighbourhood. 

• Go on a prayer walk in your neighbourhood and ask God to give you opportunites to 
encounter those who are unseen and vulnerable, and to care for them. If you live in the 
Jalan Kukoh area, here is a prayer walk guide you may use: tinyurl.com/JalanKukohPrayer

• Pray about who you can share your faith with this week.
• Consider responding to these truths we’ve been learning by singing Christmas carols with a 

group of friends and family around your neighbourhood. 
• Think of people in your life who do not yet believe in Jesus. Tell them about advent and 

invite them to our Christmas Eve event!
• Consider reading a book from this list: tinyurl.com/RHCadventBooks

SOMETHING TO LISTEN TO
Here is a playlist of songs to help you respond to the truths we have heard:
 
Go to tinyurl.com/RHCspotify16Dec to listen to this week’s playlist.

received great joy. God’s blessings are often more than just cash.”
“That’s them. They got lucky. God remembered them.”
“But that’s the thing. It’s a story that God remembers everyone. The message the angels 
brought was to be for all the people. The shepherds probably felt forgotten. They were 
forgotten out in the Judean countryside. Everyone else was registering for the Roman census 
(which Mary and Joseph had travelled from Nazareth to Bethlehem for). They weren’t even a 
statistic in the Romans’ eyes! But God didn’t forget them. The good news of great joy was for 
all the people. God doesn’t want anyone to be forgotten on account of economic status.”
“It is comforting knowing that God chose the cash-strapped to hear the news first. There’s 
so much economic inequality in the world today. It’s nice knowing Christianity has a place for 
everyone.”
“You think the inequality gap in Singapore is bad—the so-called Gini Coefficient. But think about 
the Gini Coefficient between God and humans! The inequality between God and us is vast. It’s a 
chasm too vast to cross. And yet, Jesus left His riches to come to us as a poor man. Even though 
He was a king He chose to exchange places with all of us who are morally bankrupt. He 
bridged the gap.”
“I guess I should try to focus more this Christmas on celebrating the riches of Christ’s salvation 
that I have.”
“It says that Mary treasured in her heart the shepherds’ message.” 
“The wise men brought physical treasure.”
“But the greater treasure is in the heart. We’re going to heaven. That’s some treasure.”

SOMETHING TO RESPOND TO
Here are some questions to help you meditate on the Christmas story: 

• What does it mean to you that Christianity is for all people?
• What is the significance to you that God loves the poor? How does this impact you?
• How can you connect Christmas to people in society who are vulnerable or ‘forgotten’?
• In what ways are all of us ‘broke’? 


