
ADVENT DEVOTIONAL #2: THE GIFT OF INCLUSION

SOMETHING TO READ
Matthew 1.18-25

18 Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been 
betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child from 
the Holy Spirit. 19 And her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to 
shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. 20 But as he considered these things, behold, an 
angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear 
to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She 
will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their 
sins.” 22 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: 

23 “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall call his name 
Immanuel” (which means, God with us). 

24 When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him: he 
took his wife, 25 but knew her not until she had given birth to a son. And he called his name 
Jesus.

SOMETHING TO CONSIDER
Here is a dialogue between two people discussing the Christmas story. What do you think about 
their conversation?

“I don’t want to be in the end of year Christmas play,” Wei Ping protested. “I’m 10 years old and 
I am far too old to be in some church play.”
“But you are the lead character,” Wei Ping’s mother counter-argued. “Who else is going to be 
the Virgin Mary?”
“Someone else can.”
“What don’t you like about the play?”
“It’s so predictable. Everyone knows the Virgin has a baby. It’s not like there’s a twist in the plot or 
something.”
“It is the greatest story ever told,” the mother replied.
“And anyway, why did Mary have to be a virgin? What’s the big deal?”
“Good question. Firstly, it was a fulfilment of a prophecy from Isaiah. Secondly, a virgin having a 
child is an impossibility. It’s a proof that Jesus is God. Think about it, if you were going to trick 
people that you were the Messiah, you’d have to arrange for your own birth to be through a 
virgin!”
“I suppose it’s pretty hard to determine where and when you get born.”
“But there’s a better reason. God needed to be Jesus’ Father—not some ordinary man.”
“What do you mean?”
“To be the saviour of the world Jesus had to be both man and God at the same time.”
“So one parent had to be human and the other parent had to be God?”
“Yes. To pay for the sins of the world on the Cross, Jesus had to be fully man. It had to be a 
human life to pay for a human life.”
“Because it was a sacrifice.”



SOMETHING TO DO
Here are some suggestions for practical things you can do during this Advent season: 

• Pray about the “imposition” of reaching out to someone you do not know in our church and 
taking them out for a meal. 

• Consider ways you can make Sundays more hospitable for those on the fringes by coming 
early to service and befriending them.

• Children, who is the kid who is left out or gets made fun of? What can we do to accept them 
just as they are?

• Our Mercy & Justice team is organising a Christmas concert for the Yong-En Dementia 
Care Centre. Sign up to sing with us on 21 December. See here for more info: tinyurl.com/
RHCyongen

• Consider reading a book from this list: tinyurl.com/RHCadventBooks

SOMETHING TO LISTEN TO
Each week, a playlist of songs has been selected to help you meditate and 
respond to the truths we have heard.
 
Go to tinyurl.com/RHCspotify9Dec to listen to this week’s playlist.

“Exactly! But here’s the thing. Every human on earth has come from the line of Adam. Adam had 
this thing called ‘original sin’ that got passed down the line. So every human is born with ‘original 
sin’. We are all tainted with it.”
“But if Jesus came from a virgin He would be a human. But not come from the line of Adam. 
He’d be pure.”
“You’ve got it! Jesus would start a new line. He’d be like a new Adam. A human. But a Second 
Adam.”
“He’d be the perfect saviour. Totally human. Yet holy from God. Not carrying Adam’s 
original sin.”
“Mary had to put up with a lot of inconvenience to be the virgin mother. She was just minding 
her own business. She was planning her wedding. She was Googling locations for the 
engagement photos. And then suddenly—the Holy Spirit gave her a baby!”
“She was an unmarried teenager. She must have been a scandal!”
“But just think what Mary received. She was part of giving the greatest gift the world has ever 
known. Through her, Jesus died for the sins of the world. And the gift she gave became a gift she 
received. Mary got her own sins forgiven too. Jesus died for her sins too.”
“Jesus loves to include people into His family. It’s amazing that it all started with Jesus having 
to be included into someone else’s family.”
“God loves families. He used a family to bring Jesus into the world. And He used Jesus to bring 
us into His heavenly family.”

SOMETHING TO RESPOND TO
Here are some questions to help you meditate on the Christmas story:

• Try to imagine the inconvenience Mary’s pregnancy of Jesus brought her. How would you 
have felt if you were Mary?

• What does it tell us about God that He chose for Jesus to come to earth through a family?
• What did Jesus do that made it possible for us to be included into God’s family?
• To what level of inconvenience do you go to include other people into God’s things?
• Is there anyone you can give the gift of inclusion to?


