
 

 

 

Passage Study Guide - Acts 15:1-35 
Series: Acts 
  

 
 

Part 1: Getting to the Big Idea 
Questions get to the Big Idea of the passage 

1. What compelled Paul and Barnabas to go up to Jerusalem? What was at stake in this 
theological conflict? 

2. Consider Peter (v7-11), Paul/Barnabas (v12) and James’ (v15-18) response. What were 
the different sources the church drew on to come to a decision? 

3. Instead of circumcision, James suggested a list of prohibitions for the Gentile Christians, 
as pagan worship is often associated with temple prostitution and animal sacrifice that is 
strangled and not properly drained of blood. Why does he lay these specific prohibitions on 
them? How might engaging in these practices negatively impact others’ impression of 
Christianity? 

4. What were the attitudes of those in the church as they sought to resolve this conflict? 

5. How was the church built up in unity through this episode? List down some of the 
encouragement from the different apostles. 
 

Part 2: Takeaways & Applications 
Applying the passage to our lives to grow in Christlikeness 

Fallen Condition Questions 
Considering our idols and temptations; how we are both sinners and sufferers 

1. The heart behind the church’s resolution is to avoid obstructions to the gospel. Consider 
what we like or enjoy in our daily lives. Is there anything that could give the wrong 
impression to non-Christians or younger Christians about what the Christian life might be 
about? 

2. James’ concern is that both circumcision and pagan practices might be stumbling to 
others. The word “stumbling” (i.e. stumbling someone in their faith) is sometimes so 
commonly used in Christian circles that we forget what it actually means. What does 
stumbling mean? What are some concrete examples of stumbling? What causes us to 
stumble others? 
 

3. What are some ways we tend to judge and look down on other Christians? What are the 
implications and impact of this on the wider church? 

 



 

 

Personal Renewal Questions 
Considering how we can be renewed and transformed in Christlikeness 

4. How does the person and work of Jesus fulfil Amos 9:11-12? How does it inform our view 
of what is essential in the building up of the church community and of the members of 
Jesus’ family? 

5. What would it look like for you to surrender your rights, personal preferences, or what 
you enjoy for the sake of 1) fellow Christians and 2) non-Christians? How does the person 
and work of Jesus for all of us encourage and empower you to do so joyfully? 

 
Shaping Church Culture Questions 
Considering how the gospel shapes and permeates the culture within our community 

6. Consider the concrete examples that were suggested by your group above. What might it 
look like for us as a community to handle those issues in a way that is shaped by the gospel? 

7. In this passage, the growing church that was increasing in diversity (i.e. Gentiles being 
folded in) caused dissension and conflict. RHC is a church that is quickly growing as well: 
what might be some pain points for our church in this season? How might we be tempted to 
respond to these growing pains? How can we personally contribute to building up the 
church and helping her to grow in unity? 

 

 


