
Study Guide 13 May 2018 
Sermon series on Galatians 

Use the C.O.M.A. (Context, Observation, Meaning, Application) method 
to work through the biblical text.

Context 
Pay attention to the surrounding verses, paragraphs, chapters, events, 
etc. to see how this passage fits within the context of this particular book 
of the Bible.

Note how this passage fits within the larger storyline of the whole Bible, 
i.e. how God is saving a people through Jesus Christ to live under his 
rule in his place.

Observation & Meaning 
Make careful observations of the biblical text. Notice details such 
as linking words (eg. “for”, “if”, “therefore”), repetition, dialogue, 
narrative, OT quotations, etc.

To understand the meaning of the biblical text, we need to discern 
the author’s purpose or intent: Why is the biblical author writing this? 

Guide for Study Leaders

Scripture Text

Galatians 3:1-9

Context

Apostle Paul wrote the present letter to the churches of Galatia 

(1:1; 5:2). He expressed his astonishment on their openness 

to the judaizers (cf. 1:6) who encouraged the adherence to 

the law. He defends the doctrine of justification by faith and 

warns the Galatians of the dire consequences of modifying 

the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Big Idea

The way that we become God’s people is by the Spirit working 

in us through our faith in Christ. This is the same way that 

we continue in the Christian life - the Spirit working in us as 

we believe God’s word of blessing to us. Therefore, we are to 

hear his Gospel and respond with faith.

Context Question

• Is the law good or bad?  Explain.

Observation and Meaning

Let’s read Galatians 3:1-9

• Why does Paul call the Galatians foolish and ask who has 

bewitched them? (v1-3)

• Why does Paul emphasize the crucifixion of Jesus?

Observation and Meaning

• What was the problem Paul highlighted to the Galatians 

regarding their faith? 

• Why does Paul call the Galatians foolish and ask who has 

bewitched them? (v1-3)

• Why does Paul emphasize the crucifixion of Jesus?

• What was the problem Paul highlighted to the Galatians 

regarding their faith?

Application

• In what ways do we return to trust in our own works?

• How does this passage helps us treasure the Gospel?

• How can we develop a culture at church that trusts in the 

Gospel more than our own efforts?

References

• Stott, John. John Stott Bible Studies: Galatians: 

Experiencing  the Grace of Christ. Downers 

Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1998.

• Keller, Timothy. Galatians: Gospel Matters. UK: The Good 

Book Company, 2013.

© 2018, Redemption Hill Church. All rights reserved. This is a publication of Redemption Hill Church and therefore no part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in any retrieval system, or transmitted, in any 
form or by any means, whether electronic or mechanical, including photocopying and recording, without the permission of Redemption Hill Church. For queries please contact communications@rhc.org.sg.

Helpful questions to ask include:

Who is writing and to whom? 
What is the situation of the author and of the readers? 
Are we made aware of any problems that need to be addressed? 
Are there any repeated themes, or a single idea that holds everything 
together?

Application 
Apply God’s word to the heart. Move beyond merely addressing 
circumstances and behaviour by asking good “heart” questions. For 
example: Why do we do what we do? What do we really desire?

Always connect the gospel to application. For example, what difference 
does knowing Christ make to our obedience to God?

Ask what the passage teaches us about God, ourselves, salvation in 
Christ, the church, the world, etc.


