
Study Guide 8 April 2018 
Worship On Earth As It Is In Heaven

Use the C.O.M.A. (Context, Observation, Meaning, Application) method 
to work through the biblical text.

Context 
Pay attention to the surrounding verses, paragraphs, chapters, events, 
etc. to see how this passage fits within the context of this particular book 
of the Bible.

Note how this passage fits within the larger storyline of the whole Bible, 
i.e. how God is saving a people through Jesus Christ to live under his 
rule in his place.

Observation & Meaning 
Make careful observations of the biblical text. Notice details such 
as linking words (eg. “for”, “if”, “therefore”), repetition, dialogue, 
narrative, OT quotations, etc.

To understand the meaning of the biblical text, we need to discern 
the author’s purpose or intent: Why is the biblical author writing this? 

Guide for Study Leaders

Scripture Text

Revelation 4-5

Context

After writing the message to the seven churches on earth 

following God’s audible instruction, John continued with a 

description of the vision that takes place in heaven (4:1). The 

event in the vision is future since it occurs after ‘this’ -- the 

church age (4:2 cf. 1:19). The vision itself shows the glorious 

throne of God and how the living creatures and the elders 

worship the One on the throne. The vision also reveals a scroll 

with seven seals, of which only the slain Lamb is worthy to 

open. The chapter closes with the living creatures and the 

elders worshipping both the One who sits on the throne and 

the Lamb.

Big Idea

Sermon will focus on fully-engaged worship from Revelation 

4-5, with a focus on the centrality of worship in the new heaven 

and earth, the centrality of Christ in our worship, and how our 

worship now brings something of heaven to earth as we await 

his return. Worship is embodied and it involves every part of 

us. We will use various passages of scripture from the Old and 

New Testaments that talk about congregational worship, and 

the engagement of our hearts and bodies. The focus will be 

on particularly how we engage our hearts and our bodies in 

response to God.

Ice-breaker Question

• What does ‘worship’ mean to you? What do we worship, 

and why?

Observation and Meaning

Let’s read Revelation 4:1-11

• Where does the event in the vision take place? (4:1-2)

• How does John’s description of a scene in heaven (v3-8) 
leads us to worship God?

• What does the content of worship in verse 4:8, 4:11 tells us 
about who God is and what he does? How does this inform 
us about the content of our worship?

• How did the 24 elders carry out their act of the worship (4:9-
10)? Did they worship in private or corporately? How does 
this inform our understanding of worship and communal 
worship?

Let’s read Revelation 5:1-11

• What is the reason/meaning behind the proclamation of 
‘Lion of the tribe of Judah’, ‘the Root of David’ (v5) and ‘the 
lamb who was slain’?(v7) Who do you think it refers to? 
What makes him worthy to open the scroll (5:5,9)? 

• After the Lamb took the scroll, how did the four living 
creatures and twenty-four elders respond?

• Compare 4:11 and 5:9-10,12. What does the content of the 
worship in 5:9-10,12 tell us about who God the Son is, and 
what he does? How does this informs us on the content of 
our worship?

Application

• How does Revelation 5: 11-14 inform us on how should we 
worship our God?

• We learn that the true worship in Revelation 4 and 5 
is fueled by the awe on the throne of God. How is our 
situation different from the true worshippers in those 
chapters? What hinders us from having the same awe for 
God in this world?

• How does the reality of the perfect worship in heaven 
motivate us while we are on this earth?
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Helpful questions to ask include:

Who is writing and to whom? 
What is the situation of the author and of the readers? 
Are we made aware of any problems that need to be addressed? 
Are there any repeated themes, or a single idea that holds everything 
together?

Application 
Apply God’s word to the heart. Move beyond merely addressing 
circumstances and behaviour by asking good “heart” questions. For 
example: Why do we do what we do? What do we really desire?

Always connect the gospel to application. For example, what difference 
does knowing Christ make to our obedience to God?

Ask what the passage teaches us about God, ourselves, salvation in 
Christ, the church, the world, etc.


