
Study Guide 1 April 2018 
The Resurrection of Jesus Christ

Use the C.O.M.A. (Context, Observation, Meaning, Application) method 
to work through the biblical text.

Context 
Pay attention to the surrounding verses, paragraphs, chapters, events, 
etc. to see how this passage fits within the context of this particular book 
of the Bible.

Note how this passage fits within the larger storyline of the whole Bible, 
i.e. how God is saving a people through Jesus Christ to live under his 
rule in his place.

Observation & Meaning 
Make careful observations of the biblical text. Notice details such 
as linking words (eg. “for”, “if”, “therefore”), repetition, dialogue, 
narrative, OT quotations, etc.

To understand the meaning of the biblical text, we need to discern 
the author’s purpose or intent: Why is the biblical author writing this? 

Guide for Study Leaders

Scripture Text

1 Corinthians 15:1-8, 12-28, 35-49

Context

The epistle was written by the Apostle Paul, as a letter to the 

church in Corinthians who are struggling with worldliness, and 

an unwillingness to divorce the culture around them. Most 

of the believers could not consistently separate themselves 

from their old, selfish, immoral, and pagan ways. It was in this 

setting which Paul wrote this letter, in an attempt to bring the 

Corinthian church back to their first love, Jesus Christ.

Big Idea

What makes the gospel good news is not only based on how 

Jesus lived his life, but because of His resurrection, 3 days 

after his death on the cross. If Jesus Christ did not rise from 

the dead, we will have no hope in life and in death and remain 

dead in our sins. It is through His resurrection that we have a 

hope and future in eternity.

Ice-breaker Question

• What were some moments when you had your hopes in 

something or someone and it ended up in failure? What 

were some of your thoughts and feelings then?

Observation and Meaning

Let’s read 1 Corinthians 15:1-8

• What are these verses saying about a “friend”, and its 
contrast with a “brother”?

Let’s read Proverbs 27:5-6, 27:9

• What was ‘the gospel’ that Paul preached to the church in 
Corinth? 

• How are some ways believers can end up believing the 
gospel in vain? Why? 

• What does it mean when Paul calls himself ‘untimely born’? 
(With reference to verses 3-8) How can we relate to this 
passage as a believer?

Let’s read 1 Corinthians 15:12-28

• Who are the people Paul is posing the question to in verse 
12? 

• Why is the resurrection of Jesus Christ vital in the gospel 
and the Christian faith?

• What makes it hard to believe in resurrection? How does 
this passage encourage our faith?

Let’s read 1 Corinthians 15:35-49

• How does Paul respond to the Corinthians over-emphasis 
on their physical bodies (v36-41)?

• What is the possible reason of Paul doing a compare-and-
comparison between the physical and spiritual bodies? 
(v42-49)

Getting to Christ

• Explain the contrast that Paul is making between the first 
man Adam and the last man. 

Application

• What are some steps we can take to reassure each other, 
and persevere together through times of doubt?

• How does the knowledge of having a glorified body/
character in eternity guide your views of yourself, the world, 
God, job etc... 
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Helpful questions to ask include:

Who is writing and to whom? 
What is the situation of the author and of the readers? 
Are we made aware of any problems that need to be addressed? 
Are there any repeated themes, or a single idea that holds everything 
together?

Application 
Apply God’s word to the heart. Move beyond merely addressing 
circumstances and behaviour by asking good “heart” questions. For 
example: Why do we do what we do? What do we really desire?

Always connect the gospel to application. For example, what difference 
does knowing Christ make to our obedience to God?

Ask what the passage teaches us about God, ourselves, salvation in 
Christ, the church, the world, etc.


