
Study Guide21 January 2018
Loving Your Children, Honouring Your Parents

Scripture Text

Proverbs 22:6, 13:24, 23:26, 15:20

Context

The book of Proverbs gives 21st century Christians wisdom for 

their lives. It is part of God’s plan to redeem man by providing 

the “skill in the art of godly living”. The book of Proverbs is 

thematic in scope and is widely regarded as the pinnacle of 

the bible’s wisdom literature. It assumes and builds upon 

the law and prophets, but goes beyond them in training the 

reader to live wisely in a practical ‘how to’ way. 

Observation and Meaning

Parents loving their children

Let’s read: 

• Proverbs 22:6: “Train up a child in the way he should go; 

even when he is old he will not depart from it.” 

• Proverbs 22:15: “Folly is bound up in the heart of a child, 

but the rod of discipline drives it far from him.”

• Proverbs 23:26: “My son, give me your heart, and let your 

eyes observe my ways.”

1. Why is it important to train children in God’s ways from 

young? (Proverbs 22:6)

2. What does Proverbs 22:15 exhort parents to do?

3. Do you agree with this approach of using the “rod of 

discipline”?

4. Why is it important for parents to focus on changing their 

child’s heart instead of behaviour modification? (Proverbs 

23:26) 

5. What challenges do you face in disciplining children? (c.f. 

Proverbs 12:24)

6. How does Christ empower us to overcome these challenges? 

(c.f. Proverbs 1:7)

Children honouring their parents

Let’s read: 

• Proverbs 10:1: “A wise son makes a glad father, but a foolish 

son is a sorrow to his mother.”

• Proverbs 23:22: “Listen to your father who gave you life, 

and do not despise your mother when she is old.”

7. What kind of impact do children’s life choices have on their 

parents? (Proverbs 10:1)

8. Why is honouring our parents important to God? (c.f. 

Proverbs 23:22; Deuteronomy 5:16)

9. As children, what makes honouring our parents difficult to 

carry out? (c.f. Proverbs 3:5-7; Proverbs 22:15) 

10. How does Christ empower us to honour our parents? (c.f. 

Proverbs 1:7)

Big Idea

God is our heavenly father who guides us and shapes our lives 

through his word. For this study, Proverbs give us practical 

wisdom in loving our children and honouring our parents. We 

can do this by God’s grace. We have his word, redeemed as 

his children and empowered by the Holy Spirit. The fear of the 

Lord is the beginning of wise parenting.

Sermon Outline

1. Parents towards their children

2. Children towards their parents

3. RHC – a small family

Applications

Getting to Christ

1. How does knowing that we are God’s beloved children 

empower us to parent our children wisely despite its 

challenges?

2. How does Jesus’ humble obedience to his Father’s 

will challenge your attitude towards honouring your 

parents?

3. Discuss practical ways you can love and honour 

members in your church family. (c.f. Mark 10:29-31; 

1 Timothy 5:1-2)
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