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The Redeemer Who Makes All Things New

Use the C.O.M.A. (Context, Observation, Meaning, Application) method 
to work through the biblical text.

Context 
Pay attention to the surrounding verses, paragraphs, chapters, events, 
etc. to see how this passage fits within the context of this particular book 
of the Bible.

Note how this passage fits within the larger storyline of the whole Bible, 
i.e. how God is saving a people through Jesus Christ to live under his 
rule in his place.

Observation & Meaning 
Make careful observations of the biblical text. Notice details such 
as linking words (eg. “for”, “if”, “therefore”), repetition, dialogue, 
narrative, OT quotations, etc.

To understand the meaning of the biblical text, we need to discern 
the author’s purpose or intent: Why is the biblical author writing this? 

Guide for Study Leaders

Scripture Text

Isaiah 42:18 – 43:21

Context

From Isaiah 40-55, the prophet is addressing the Jewish 
captives far away in Babylon in the 6th century, announcing 
that God is going to come with world changing display of his 
glory (40.5).  Isaiah 40 has begun with God offering comfort to 
his people, promising to restore them, revealing the eternity 
of his work and uniqueness of himself.  In the first four verses 
of Chapter 42, God reveals a chosen servant who will faithfully 
bring forth his justice with meekness.  In contrast, here in this 
passage God is addressing another servant, one who is blind 
and deaf.

Observation and Meaning

• Read verses 42:18-25.  How is this servant different from 
the one in 42:1-4?  How aware is this servant of his own 
condition (42:20)?  What does God do, and what is the 
result (42:25)?  What does this tell us about God’s people, 
and his patience toward them?

• Read verses 43:1-7.  What is the decisive factor of 
intervention (43:1), and why (43:4)?  List the things that 
God promises to do, and their eventual outcomes.  What 
are the parallels for us as believers today?

• Read verses 43:8-13.  What is God’s purpose (43:8-9) for 
the blind and deaf people he has redeemed in 43:1?  What 
does he command them to do (43:10-12)?  How does this 
shape the mission and purpose of our lives as believers 
today?

• Read verses 43:14-21.  What are the “former things” God 
has done that he is reminding his people, and why?  What 
is the “new thing” he is doing, and how is this related to his 
past faithfulness?  How should God’s people respond?

Big Idea
God’s redemption plan for this broken world involves his 
redeemed people testifying to the renewing power of his 
grace.

Connecting to Bible Storyline
In the Exodus, God parted the water to deliver his people 
before he gave them his law so that they may be set apart to 
testify to the nations of his grace and power.  In the Gospel, 
God gave us Jesus who saves us from sin and the Holy Spirit 
who transforms our hearts so that we may bear witness to 
the world of his grace and power.

Sermon Outline
1. The Problem (42:18-25)

2. The Intervention (43:1-7)

3. The Purpose (43:8-13)

4. The Outcome (43:14-21)

Applications

• What are some of our ongoing struggles and recurring 
failures to live up to God’s standard?  Are we aware of 
our shortcomings and areas of blindness?

• How is God’s everlasting love calming our fears and 
insecurities?

• In Isaiah, God declared his people’s disqualification and 
sin before promising to renew and change them.  What 
does this pattern of redemption plan tell us about the 
way he is currently renewing and changing our hearts? 
What specific areas are we challenged to exercise faith in 
God for change?

• How can we, individually and corporately, bear witness to 
the world of the redemptive and renewing power of the 
gospel?  What are some ways we can do that together as 
a CG?
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Helpful questions to ask include:

Who is writing and to whom? 
What is the situation of the author and of the readers? 
Are we made aware of any problems that need to be addressed? 
Are there any repeated themes, or a single idea that holds everything 
together?

Application 
Apply God’s word to the heart. Move beyond merely addressing 
circumstances and behaviour by asking good “heart” questions. For 
example: Why do we do what we do? What do we really desire?

Always connect the gospel to application. For example, what difference 
does knowing Christ make to our obedience to God?

Ask what the passage teaches us about God, ourselves, salvation in 
Christ, the church, the world, etc.


