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JESUS ON TRIAL

Use the C.O.M.A. (Context, Observation, Meaning, Application) method 
to work through the biblical text.

Context 
Pay attention to the surrounding verses, paragraphs, chapters, events, 
etc. to see how this passage fits within the context of this particular book 
of the Bible.

Note how this passage fits within the larger storyline of the whole Bible, 
i.e. how God is saving a people through Jesus Christ to live under his 
rule in his place.

Observation & Meaning 
Make careful observations of the biblical text. Notice details such 
as linking words (eg. “for”, “if”, “therefore”), repetition, dialogue, 
narrative, OT quotations, etc.

To understand the meaning of the biblical text, we need to discern 
the author’s purpose or intent: Why is the biblical author writing this? 

Guide for Study Leaders

Scripture Text

Mark 14:53 - 15:20

Context
Jesus has just been plotted against by the chief priests 
and scribes, betrayed by Judas, arrested by a crowd, and 
abandoned by his disciples. He is now brought to the 
high priest. His years on earth are reaching their climax, 
his mission is about to be completed. 

Observation and Meaning

• What are the evidences in Mark 14:53-65 that this is 
not a fair and just trial? How are Jesus’ words from 
John 2:19 distorted by his accusers? 

• Throughout the passage, Jesus doesn’t give answers 
to specific questions (14:61, 15:5) How does this 
point to Isaiah, and what does this tell us about who 
Jesus is?

• In 14:62 Jesus answers the High Priest’s question 
about him being God’s Son with a combination of 
quotes from Daniel 7:13 and Ps 110:1. What do 
these two OT verses show us about who Jesus is? 

• In 14:53-72 there is much denying of Jesus. Why is 
the High Priest’s accusation of blasphemy against 
Jesus a denial of Jesus’ claims in 14:62? Peter also 
denies Jesus in 14:66-72. Why is Peter’s denial of 
Jesus specifically ironic? (see Mark 8:29) 

• To summarize this section, what is being clearly seen 
about Jesus here (v61-62), and what is being denied 
about him in this passage?

• Before Pilate, Jesus does not deny being a true King. 
Why is this a problem for the Romans? 

• How does Pilate’s assessment of the Jew’s motives 
in 15:10 further help us understand why they killed 
Jesus? 

• What is ironic about innocent Jesus being sentenced 
to death whilst guilty Barabbas is set free? How 
does this further help us see how Jesus death as a 
substitute for sinners? 

• What is ironic about Jesus being mocked as King in 
Mark 15:16-20?

Big Idea

Jesus’ twin trials establish that he is both God as well as 
King. He goes to the cross as God rejected by all, and as 
King as substitute for sinners.

Connecting to the Bible’s storyline

Jesus’ trial establishes that he indeed is God who has 
come in fulfillment of scripture as the servant to save his 
people from their sins. 

Sermon Outline

1. Jesus is the true God, who, though denied by all, 
will be vindicated by the Father (14:53-72)

2. Jesus is the true King, who, though mocked by all, 
has come to take the place of sinners (15:1-20)

Application

• Where in your life are you prone to deny Jesus as 
God? Are you prone to deny that you know him 
(like Peter) or deny that he is God (like High Priest) 
or reject his authority as the Davidic King (Ps 110:1) 
who will rule and have dominion forever (Daniel 
7:13)? 

• Daniel 7:13 indicates that God will vindicate this 
“Son of Man”. The resurrection, after which Christ 
is raised to God’s right hand (Acts 2:33-35) is this 
ultimate vindication. How does Christ’s resurrection 
give you confidence to both freely confess and trust 
in Christ as God?

• Where does your life mock Christ as King? Where is 
your life threatened by it? How does seeing Jesus as 
the King who has come to give his life in your place 
help you to entrust your life to him? What areas of 
your life do you need to surrender to him? 
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Helpful questions to ask include:

Who is writing and to whom? 
What is the situation of the author and of the readers? 
Are we made aware of any problems that need to be addressed? 
Are there any repeated themes, or a single idea that holds everything 
together?

Application 
Apply God’s word to the heart. Move beyond merely addressing 
circumstances and behaviour by asking good “heart” questions. For 
example: Why do we do what we do? What do we really desire?

Always connect the gospel to application. For example, what difference 
does knowing Christ make to our obedience to God?

Ask what the passage teaches us about God, ourselves, salvation in 
Christ, the church, the world, etc.


