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GENDER, GOD’S CREATION, AND HOPE FOR ALL SUFFERERS

Questions for Discussion

1. In Matt 19.4 what part of scripture does Jesus refer to 
when he speaks of gender, and what does Jesus want 
us to believe about gender from this part of scripture? 

2. In Matt 19.12 Jesus refers to three different types of 
eunuchs. What are these three and how does the 
category of ‘eunuchs from birth’ square with what he 
has told us about the binary nature of gender in v4? 

3. What reasons does the bible give for things in this 
world not reflecting the original intent God had for 
them in creation? Are these deviations from God’s 
original intent the direct consequence of an individual’s 
personal sin? (John 9.1-3) 

4. What should a Christian’s first response to someone 
suffering from any gender disorder be? 

5. What is the difference between intersex and gender 
dysphoria? What is similar regarding how you would 
respond to someone with these two conditions, and 
what is different regarding how you would respond to 
someone with these two conditions. 

6. In Acts 8 Philip comes upon a eunuch who puts his 
faith in Jesus and is baptized into the faith. What is the 
passage that the eunuch is reading from in Isaiah, and 
how does this passage help those suffering know that 
Christ has carried their griefs and shame? 

7. Having put his faith in Christ, “nothing prevents him” 
from being baptized. What else does Isaiah 56.3-8 show 
us is the inheritance of eunuchs who give themselves 
to God? 

Questions for Personal Application

1. Relate an experience of suffering that you have either 
personally experience of witnessed. How does suffering 
make you compassionate towards others who suffer? 

2. How can you clearly and winsomely show those 
engaging in ‘identity politics’ that it is neither right 
nor logical to deny reality and allow people to define 
themselves in any way they choose? How would you 
patiently but clearly answer a 52 year old Caucasian 
man who told you that he was in fact a 17 year old 
Asian woman? 

3. How is God calling you to serve God’s image bearers in 
our church by creating a rich relational community for 
them to be part of? 

4. How can you cultivate a deeper hope in the restoration 
of the world at Christ’s second coming and convey that 
hope to others in our church community? 

© 2017, Redemption Hill Church. All rights reserved. This is a publication of Redemption Hill Church and therefore no part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in any retrieval system, or transmitted, in any 
form or by any means, whether electronic or mechanical, including photocopying and recording, without the permission of Redemption Hill Church. For queries please contact communications@rhc.org.sg.

Scripture Text

Matthew 19:1-12, Acts 8:26-40

Overview of Sermon
God creates mankind as male and female gendered beings, 
which is affirmed by God in Gen 1 as being good and by Jesus 
in Matthew 19 as being normative. Therefore, according 
to God’s good design gender is clearly binary. However, 
Jesus alludes to the fact that fallen creation results in 
variations in how gender is received and experienced 
when he speaks of those who are ‘eunuchs from birth’. 
Variations are experienced in a diversity of ways including 
intersex conditions (a person who may have the biological 
attributes of both sexes or whose biological attributes do 
not fit with societal assumptions about what constitutes 
male or female) as well as gender dysphoria (when a person 
experiences discomfort or distress because there is a mis-
match between their sex assigned at birth and their gender 
identity). Christians are to interact with such sufferers with 
great compassion, seeking to love and understand them 
in their suffering. Those with intersex conditions face 
difficult choices that can only really be processed on a 
case by case basis. Gender dysphoria, though also complex 
and requiring case by case guidance should not result in 
a sufferer seeking to change the biological sex God has 
given him/her. Finally, though Christians show great grace 
and kindness to sufferers of gender disorders, they must 
robustly refute those who seek to eradicate the binary 
nature of gender and allow people to determine their own 
identity. In scripture, there is nothing preventing those 
who put their faith in Christ from being added to the body, 
and we should seek to share the good news of Jesus who 
suffered humiliation and judgment (Isaiah 53) so that we 
could be brought in. Isaiah goes on to say that there is 
place for eunuchs who trust God in His Kingdom. If they 
will be there in heaven, we are to welcome them in our 
midst, and point them to the only Saviour that can redeem 
their lives and bring them to glory. 

Big Idea

In this broken world we both affirm the binary nature of 
gender, as well as the complex ways that this is sometimes 
distorted. We point all people to Jesus who suffered our 
shame on the cross so that all who trust in him can enter 
his Kingdom. 

Sermon Outline

1. God makes mankind male and female in his image 
(Matt 19.4)

2. Not all things in creation reflect this original intent 
(Matt 19.12)
a. Intersex conditions
b. Gender dysphoria

3. How do we respond to these matters?
a. Responding to those with intersex conditions 
b. Responding to those with gender dysphoria
c. Responding to those who want to undermine the 
binary nature of gender 

4. The hope for all sufferers (Acts 8.26-40, Isaiah 53.7-8)


