
Study Guide 5 March 2017
SAME SEX ATTRACTION, IDENTITY AND GOD’S GOOD WORD

Questions for Discussion

1. Regarding our identity, what is significant about the 
fact that it is God’s word that creates us and speaks his 
blessing over us?

2. How does mankind respond incorrectly to God’s Word 
in Genesis 3? What is the result of this regarding the 
security we have in our identity (Gen 3.10) and desires 
in general (James 4.1)? 

3. How does Romans 1.18-27 show us that no longer 
worshipping God and instead worshipping created 
things affects all of life, including sexual desire?

4. How does John 9.1-3 remind us that not everything we 
experience (in our bodies and psychological makeup) 
is the direct result of our personal sin or bad choices? 
How does this shape our response to those who suffer 
in various ways? 

5. How does God’s word provide a more certain foundation 
for our identity than our feelings / attractions? 

6. How does Eph 2.1-4 given us a more authentic view of 
our identity? 

7. How does Eph 2.5 show us the redemption that we 
have in Christ? How does Eph 1-2 unpack this? 

8. How does Ephesians 2.10, 4.1, 4.23 urge us to live in 
the light of this new identity?  

9. In what way is same sex attraction similar to struggles 
all Christians face, and in what way is same sex 
attraction different from other types of struggles? How 
does this inform how we can care for those with same 
sex attraction in our midst? 

10. From the sermon: What should those wrestling with 
same sex attraction do? 

11. From the sermon: How should the church support 
those struggling in these ways?

12. From the sermon: How should we engage with culture 
on these matters?

Questions for Personal Application

1. Which desires do you have that you must recognise are 

not part of God’s created intent?

2. What are you tempted to put your identity in, and how 

does Christ’s work tell you otherwise? 

3. What does Christ’s work tell you that the true you that 

you are becoming is, and what does it look like for you 

to live in step with who God is making you to be? 

4. How can you serve all who are unmarried in our church 

by creating a rich relational community for them to be 

part of?
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Scripture Text

Genesis 1-3, Romans 1:18-27

Overview of Sermon
This sermon aims to help all at RHC think about same 
sex attraction from a biblical point of view. Because the 
fundamental question of identity is so closely knitted to 
matters of sexual orientation, the sermon traces identity 
through the scriptures. Firstly, God’s Word both creates 
and defines us which makes us realize how dependent 
we are on God’s Word for understanding about ourselves. 
Secondly, when God’s word is rejected in Genesis 3 
it ushers in confusion about our identity, a tendency 
amongst all people to idolize sex, and a distortion in various 
different aspects of our humanity, one of which can be 
sexual orientation. This should result in great compassion 
for those wrestling with same sex attraction, as well as 
understanding that it is not in accordance with God’s 
original design. Thirdly, God’s Word comes to redefine our 
identity by telling us who were are in creation, to redeem us 
as the Word of God incarnate lays His life down for us, and 
then redirect  us to live according to His word. Fourthly, the 
sermon discusses how same sex attracted people should 
respond (by defining themselves as God defines them, and 
walking in faithfulness to Him),and how Churches can be a 
refuge to those struggling (by demonstrating compassion, 
pointing to Christ, and being a rich relational community). 

Big Idea

God speaks His good Word to every human being in order 
to redefine, redeem and redirect our lives for His glory. 
Jesus Christ is the embodiment of this Word, and God’s 
good news for us all. 

Sermon Outline

1. The Word that creates and gives identity (Gen 1)
2. The Word doubted (Genesis 3 and Romans 1)

• It affects our sense of identity
• It makes us idolize sex, which destroys it
• It affects our humanity, include our desires

3. The Word that is sent to you
• God’s Word redefines you
• God’s Word redeems you
• God’s Word redirects you

4. How do we then live?
• What should those wrestling with any form of 

sexual struggle do? 
i.  Define yourself as Christ defines you
ii. Follow Jesus wholeheartedly (live a life of faith and 
repetance) 

• How should the church support those struggling in 
these ways? 

i. With compassion 
ii. By pointing one another to Christ
iii. Providing a rich relational community

• How should we engage with the culture on these 
matters? 
i. Keep the main thing (the gospel) the main thing


