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Sex, marriage and god’S love for you in the goSpel

Questions for Discussion:

1. How do the complementary pairs that come together 
in creation (heavens and earth, land and sea, male 
and female) help you understand God’s created 
purpose of two different but complementary pairs 
coming together in marriage (Gen 2)?

2. What does Paul say that earthly marriage points 
to in Eph 5? In Gen 2, woman is taken from man 
(Adam’s rib), and in Eph 5 the church is described 
as ‘part of his body’. How do these help you see 
the connections between the creation account of 
marriage and God’s eternal true marriage of Christ 
and the church? 

3. What does Rev 21.1-4 depict eternity as? How 
does this elevate the importance, holiness and 
significance of marriage in your mind? 

4. We see that marriage is such a central part of the 
story of the universe. How does this explain the 
deep desire many of us have for romantic love? 
How does this also help us to be able to live without 
it here whilst we wait for the true fulfillment of it 
in eternity? How does this help you to not idolize 
romantic love and sex? 

5. How does sin distort reality in general? In particular, 
how does it distort our thinking about fulfilment 
being found in sexuality?

6. Given what the bible shows us about marriage simply 
being a picture of the true marriage with Christ 
that we have all been invited into, what should our 
identity and personal fulfillment be found in?

Questions for Personal Application:

7. What are some of the ways that you have thought 
about sex incorrectly? 

8. How have you been tempted to tie your personal 
fulfillment or value to meaningful romantic 
relationships? 

9. In what ways are you likely to either over or under 
value the gift of sex? 

10. How does the fact that the bible is an intimate 
marriage story affect your view of and need for 
romantic love in this world? 

11. What changes to your thinking, desires or lifestyle 
is God calling you to embrace as a result of thinking 
about this topic in a biblical way?
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Scripture Text

Genesis 2:22-24, Ephesians 5:23-32, Revelation 21:1-4

Overview of Sermon

Marriage and sex can only be understood rightly as we 

understand them through the main chapters of the 

bible (creation, fall, redemption and consummation). 

Creation shows marriage as the overarching storyline 

of the bible. The Genesis account begins with sets of 

complementary pairs coming together, such as heavens 

and earth, land and sea, and chiefly man and woman. 

The bible ends with the eternal coming together in 

marriage of Christ and the church. Sex is a visible display 

of the unity of these different but complementary pairs 

that points forward to heaven where we will be joined 

with Christ forever. The fall distorts reality and makes 

us pursue sex as the climax of love and intimacy rather 

than a signpost of the true reality of intimacy we are to 

enjoy with God. Redemption shows us Christ’s love for 

us that pursues us, dies and rises for us, and restores us 

to God so that we can walk in holiness before him, and 

the final consummation is just that, the eternal, blissful, 

consummation of this love with God himself.

Big Idea

Marriage and sex can only be understood rightly as we 

understand God’s created intent for them, and how they 

are affected by the main chapters of the bible. Marriage 

is given by God as a living witness to the eternal Marriage 

relationship that he enters into with his people, and sex 

is a fruitful signpost of the true reality of intimacy we 

are to enjoy with God.

Sermon Outline

1.  Creation

2.  Fall

3.  Redemption 

4.  Consummation


