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REST THROUGH THE RIGHTEOUS KING

Use the C.O.M.A. (Context, Observation, Meaning, Application) method 
to work through the biblical text.

Context 
Pay attention to the surrounding verses, paragraphs, chapters, events, 
etc. to see how this passage fits within the context of this particular book 
of the Bible.

Note how this passage fits within the larger storyline of the whole Bible, 
i.e. how God is saving a people through Jesus Christ to live under his 
rule in his place.

Observation & Meaning 
Make careful observations of the biblical text. Notice details such 
as linking words (eg. “for”, “if”, “therefore”), repetition, dialogue, 
narrative, OT quotations, etc.

To understand the meaning of the biblical text, we need to discern 
the author’s purpose or intent: Why is the biblical author writing this? 

Guide for Study Leaders

Scripture Text

Isaiah 32 to 33

Context

The passage is dealing with the impending Assyrian 
invasion. It deals with the present time by giving a future 
vision of the rule of the righteous king but a warning not 
to be complacent whilst they wait for this rule (Chapter 
32). Chapter 33 deals with how God will deliver his 
people from the Assyrians whilst using them to purify 
his people. 

Observation and Meaning

• What are the unique characteristics of the righteous 
king? How does this present the divine answer to 
the problems in Judah (32.1-8) 

• How should Isaiah’s hearers respond now to the 
message of the coming judgment? Why don’t they? 
(32:9-14)

• How will God change this situation and what will the 
effect be? (32:15-20)

• The destroyer of 33:1 looks all powerful but how 
does God’s revelation change the whole picture? 

• What is the effect of the Assyrian invasion (33:7-9) 
and what is God going to do about it (33:10)

• It’s not only the wicked Assyrians who are going to 
be judged – who else should tremble before a holy 
God? (33:14)

• What is the mark of those who have turned to God 
in quiet trust? (33:16-16)

• How does the vision of the king encourage faith? 
(33:17-19)

Big Idea

God’s rule is being established throughout the world. 
This rule is simultaneously over all nations as well as 
in the hearts of his people who are drawn back to him 
through their own troubles.

Connecting to the Bible’s storyline

The bible’s storyline shows that sin separates us from 
God and entangles us in it’s mess. Judah’s sin has lead 
them away from God and into the hands of the Assyrians. 
God however, is always faithful to his people and his 
promises, and will deliver them from their enemies and 
sins so that they might glory in God alone. 

Sermon Outline

1. One King to wait for 

2. Two ‘rests’ to choose between

3. Three steps to enter this rest
• One King to wait for 
• Two ‘rests’ to choose between
• Three steps to enter this rest 

Application

• What are the parallels between our situations and 
problems and those of Judah? How does the king 
of 32:1-5 provide an answer for them as well as us? 

• How does Isaiah’s vision of the future (32:1-8, 15-
20) give us confidence to keep on trusting God and 
his king? 

• How does God’s ultimate destruction of those who 
oppress his people encourage us to continue to trust 
in him (33:1)?

• In 33.13 God is seen as a consuming fire which 
should lead all godless people to tremble. How are 
we to live rightly before God (v15-16) and how does 
God’s salvation by grace (v22, 24) help us to do so? 
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Helpful questions to ask include:

Who is writing and to whom? 
What is the situation of the author and of the readers? 
Are we made aware of any problems that need to be addressed? 
Are there any repeated themes, or a single idea that holds everything 
together?

Application 
Apply God’s word to the heart. Move beyond merely addressing 
circumstances and behaviour by asking good “heart” questions. For 
example: Why do we do what we do? What do we really desire?

Always connect the gospel to application. For example, what difference 
does knowing Christ make to our obedience to God?

Ask what the passage teaches us about God, ourselves, salvation in 
Christ, the church, the world, etc.


