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QUESTIONING JESUS

Use the C.O.M.A. (Context, Observation, Meaning, Application) method 
to work through the biblical text.

Context 
Pay attention to the surrounding verses, paragraphs, chapters, events, 
etc. to see how this passage fits within the context of this particular book 
of the Bible.

Note how this passage fits within the larger storyline of the whole Bible, 
i.e. how God is saving a people through Jesus Christ to live under his 
rule in his place.

Observation & Meaning 
Make careful observations of the biblical text. Notice details such 
as linking words (eg. “for”, “if”, “therefore”), repetition, dialogue, 
narrative, OT quotations, etc.

To understand the meaning of the biblical text, we need to discern 
the author’s purpose or intent: Why is the biblical author writing this? 

Guide for Study Leaders

Scripture Text

Mark 12:1-37

Context

Mark 11 documents the last week of Jesus’ earthly 

ministry. Whilst he enters Jerusalem to joyous shouts, 

the spiritual state of the Jews is not that great. People 

seem more interested in making a profit off pilgrims 

than making the temple a house of prayer for the 

nations. Jesus sets things right by cleansing the temple. 

However, the religious leaders are upset and question 

Jesus’ authority to upset the status quo. This leads to 

Jesus’ response in the beginning of Mark 12.

Observation and Meaning

• Who was Jesus addressing when he told the parable 

of the wicked tenants? (12:1)

• Why did Jesus address his audience in the form of a 

parable? 

• What is Jesus’ purpose in telling them this parable? 

• What do you learn about God’s character from the 

parable?

• How did the religious leaders respond to Jesus’ 

parable?

• What do the questions of the Pharisees, Herodians, 

Sadducees and scribe tell us about their attitude 

towards Jesus?

• What do Jesus’ answers to the questions posed tell 

us about himself?

Big Idea

God has been gracious to his people. Yet they easily 
forget about him and desire to live a life without him. 
When God pursues his people, they respond negatively. 
They persist in their rebellion, even if it means 
persecuting God’s representatives and even rejecting 
his Son. However, God’s plans can never be thwarted by 
man. God’s Beloved Son, Jesus Christ, will be exalted and 
it is foolish to reject him.

Connecting to the Bible’s storyline

Since the fall of Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden, 
humans have lived in rebellion against God. However, 
God is rich in mercy and abounding in steadfast love. Even 
though people persist in their sins and are underserving, 
God sends his Beloved Son into the world to save them 
from their sins. Though man rejects the Beloved Son, 
God exalts him as the chosen Cornerstone. 

Sermon Outline

1. A Truth-packed Parable 

2. Questions for Jesus

3. Following Jesus

a.  Render to God what is God’s

b.  Live in light of the resurrection 

c.  Love God with all our heart, soul, mind and
     strength

Application

• What is your response to the truth about God’s 
authority and love revealed in Mark 12:1-9?

• How does 12:10-11 inform your view of God’s 
sovereignty and how does that affect the way you 
deal with persecution?

• How have Jesus’ answers to the Pharisees, Herodians, 
Sadducees and scribe challenged your way of living?
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Helpful questions to ask include:

Who is writing and to whom? 
What is the situation of the author and of the readers? 
Are we made aware of any problems that need to be addressed? 
Are there any repeated themes, or a single idea that holds everything 
together?

Application 
Apply God’s word to the heart. Move beyond merely addressing 
circumstances and behaviour by asking good “heart” questions. For 
example: Why do we do what we do? What do we really desire?

Always connect the gospel to application. For example, what difference 
does knowing Christ make to our obedience to God?

Ask what the passage teaches us about God, ourselves, salvation in 
Christ, the church, the world, etc.


