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A TAle of Two wisdoms

Use the C.O.M.A. (Context, Observation, Meaning, Application) method 
to work through the biblical text.

Context 
Pay attention to the surrounding verses, paragraphs, chapters, events, 
etc. to see how this passage fits within the context of this particular book 
of the Bible.

Note how this passage fits within the larger storyline of the whole Bible, 
i.e. how God is saving a people through Jesus Christ to live under his 
rule in his place.

Observation & Meaning 
Make careful observations of the biblical text. Notice details such 
as linking words (eg. “for”, “if”, “therefore”), repetition, dialogue, 
narrative, OT quotations, etc.

To understand the meaning of the biblical text, we need to discern 
the author’s purpose or intent: Why is the biblical author writing this? 

Guide for Study Leaders

Scripture Text

Isaiah 28-29

Context
Chapter 28 starts a new unit of Isaiah. Chapters 1-27 
shows God’s judgement and grace as it applied to Israel, 
then their surrounding nations, and finally to the whole 
world. From Chapter 28-35 we see God’s Sovereign word 
spoken into the world. God is speaking here into history 
itself. Chapters 28-29 are the first of 2 of 6 oracles that 
show both God’s discipline (judgment) of his people and 
salvation of them.  

Observation and Meaning

• Contrast the fading flower of Samaria (Ephraim’s 
crown) with the unfading crown of glory who is 
the Lord (28v5). What are the causes of Ephraim’s 
collapse (v1-4)? How is God’s blessing for the 
remnant shown in v5-6? 

• What do we see about the attitude of the sinners 
in this passage towards God’s Word (28.9-10)? What 
does this say about their attitude towards God? 

• What wrong thinking have the people of Jerusalem 
indulged in (28.15) and what is God’s response to 
this in v16? How does the New Testament help us 
understand this remedy (Romans 9.33 and 1 Peter 
2.6)? 

• In 28.18-22 God addresses the scoffers. What is 
their future? What happened at Mt Perazim (2 Sam 
5.18-21) and the Valley of Gibeon (Joshua 10.6-11) 
and how does the nature of those victories help us 
understand what God will do there and how he will 
do it? How does this foreshadow the victory God will 
give them in Isaiah 37.36?

• In 28.23-29 God uses agricultural metaphors to 
explain that his ploughing is only temporary in 
nature in order that He might later reap a harvest. 
How does this encourage you? 

Big Idea

God, who desires His people’s flourishing as they trust 
in Him alone, speaks to them in increasingly attention 
grabbing ways in order that they might look to Him and 
experience His salvation. This salvation is Christ the 
cornerstone.

Connecting to the Bible’s storyline

Sin simultaneously leads to folly and arrogance, the twin 
sides of spiritual blindness. But God lays a cornerstone 
for us to look to and trust in. This cornerstone is Jesus 
who comes as savior and foundation for our lives.

Sermon Outline

1. Spiritual Blindness towards God 

2. Spiritual Pursuit by God 

3. Spiritual Rest in the Cornerstone

Application

• How are we pressured by society and those around 
us into scoffing at God’s word, or looking down on it 
as though it’s childish? What parts of God’s word are 
you tempted to dismiss as childish and irrelevant? 

• Read 1 Cor 1.18-25. How are we tempted to trust in 
man’s wisdom rather than God’s? 

• How does God’s commitment to deliver His people 
from ultimate disaster (which points to Jesus) in 
29.5-8 encourage you to trust in God at all times? 

• In what specific ways is God calling you to trust in 
Him at the moment?
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Helpful questions to ask include:

Who is writing and to whom? 
What is the situation of the author and of the readers? 
Are we made aware of any problems that need to be addressed? 
Are there any repeated themes, or a single idea that holds everything 
together?

Application 
Apply God’s word to the heart. Move beyond merely addressing 
circumstances and behaviour by asking good “heart” questions. For 
example: Why do we do what we do? What do we really desire?

Always connect the gospel to application. For example, what difference 
does knowing Christ make to our obedience to God?

Ask what the passage teaches us about God, ourselves, salvation in 
Christ, the church, the world, etc.


