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A TALE OF TWO CITIES

Use the C.O.M.A. (Context, Observation, Meaning, Application) method 
to work through the biblical text.

Context 
Pay attention to the surrounding verses, paragraphs, chapters, events, 
etc. to see how this passage fits within the context of this particular book 
of the Bible.

Note how this passage fits within the larger storyline of the whole Bible, 
i.e. how God is saving a people through Jesus Christ to live under his 
rule in his place.

Observation & Meaning 
Make careful observations of the biblical text. Notice details such 
as linking words (eg. “for”, “if”, “therefore”), repetition, dialogue, 
narrative, OT quotations, etc.

To understand the meaning of the biblical text, we need to discern 
the author’s purpose or intent: Why is the biblical author writing this? 

Guide for Study Leaders

Scripture Text

Isaiah 24-27

Context

Chapters 24-27 come at the end of the unit from 13-27 
which covers God’s judgment and grace to the world. 
Isaiah’s message has widened. In 1-12 he was concerned 
with Israel, in 13-23 he was concerned with all the 
nations around Israel, now in 24-27 he is dealing with 
the whole earth. The basic point is that the entire world 
needs a Saviour as much as Israel does.

Observation and Meaning

• What do we notice about God’s judgment in chapter 
24? What kinds of people are judged? What is the 
reason for judgment? What is the effect of judgment 
on the earth? 

• What does the Lord promise for ‘all peoples’ in 25.6-
9? What do these verses imply and how were they 
fulfilled? 

• Who are the inhabitants of this ‘strong city’ and why 
are they praising God (26.1-6)

• What are the walls of the ‘strong city’ made of? 
What does this tell us about who can get into this 
city? (25.2)

• As God’s people wait for his eternal Kingdom to be 
revealed, what characteristics of God and his activity 
should encourage them to trust Him? (26.7-15)

Big Idea

In this world there are two cities, the ‘lofty’ city which 
is opposed to God in pride and the ‘strong’ city which 
is made by God and will last forever. God’s people enter 
his city through His salvation and live waiting for and 
praising Him.

Connecting to the Bible’s storyline

When Adam and Eve sinned in the garden they sowed 
the seeds of an alternate city on earth, not founded on 
love for God and humble service of His plans but rather 
built on pride and independence from God. That city will 
come to nothing, but God by his grace is establishing a 
true city that will last forever and ever. This city comes 
to pass through Jesus who swallows up death itself and 
provides lavishly for His people. 

Sermon Outline

1. What we are to see: This world is made up of two 
cities

2. How we are to live: As citizens of the city of God

3. What empowers us to live like this: The God who 
swallows up death

Application

• How do you feel about God’s judgment of 
wickedness? Do you want to praise God for it? 
(24.14-1) What does your attitude towards God’s 
judgment of wickedness tell you about your view of 
evil? 

• What about the future picture of God’s salvation 
(25.6-8) is most striking and appealing to you? Do 
you live constantly with this hope in your mind? 

• Have you entered God’s city through his means of 
salvation? 

• Search for all the times that the words ‘wait’ and 
‘trust’ and ‘praise’ appear in the passage. These 
three words are keys for us as we live in a world that 
is soon going to be judged. How can you cultivate 
your praise for God, trust in Him, and patient waiting 
for him? 
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Helpful questions to ask include:

Who is writing and to whom? 
What is the situation of the author and of the readers? 
Are we made aware of any problems that need to be addressed? 
Are there any repeated themes, or a single idea that holds everything 
together?

Application 
Apply God’s word to the heart. Move beyond merely addressing 
circumstances and behaviour by asking good “heart” questions. For 
example: Why do we do what we do? What do we really desire?

Always connect the gospel to application. For example, what difference 
does knowing Christ make to our obedience to God?

Ask what the passage teaches us about God, ourselves, salvation in 
Christ, the church, the world, etc.


