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PEOPLE WITH SPIRITUAL VISION

Use the C.O.M.A. (Context, Observation, Meaning, Application) method 
to work through the biblical text.

Context 
Pay attention to the surrounding verses, paragraphs, chapters, events, 
etc. to see how this passage fits within the context of this particular book 
of the Bible.

Note how this passage fits within the larger storyline of the whole Bible, 
i.e. how God is saving a people through Jesus Christ to live under his 
rule in his place.

Observation & Meaning 
Make careful observations of the biblical text. Notice details such 
as linking words (eg. “for”, “if”, “therefore”), repetition, dialogue, 
narrative, OT quotations, etc.

To understand the meaning of the biblical text, we need to discern 
the author’s purpose or intent: Why is the biblical author writing this? 

Guide for Study Leaders

Scripture Text

Isaiah 21-23

Context

The first twelve chapters of Isaiah may give one the 
impression that God only has things to say to Judah. 
However, from chapter 13 to 23, the nations are 
addressed. The reach and rule of God not only extends 
over Judah but every nation in the world. As such, it is 
in the interest of nations near and far to repent of their 
wickedness and live under God’s righteous rule. 

Observation and Meaning

• How does God punish Babylon and what does this 
tell you about his power? (21:2)

• What was Isaiah’s reaction to the oracles of 
judgment he proclaimed over Babylon and Judah? 
(21:3-4; 22:4)

• Why is Judah described as a valley of vision? (22:1-
14)

• How did Judah respond to God’s judgment? How 
should they have responded? (22:1-14)

• What was Shebna’s sin and how does God deal with 
him? (22:15-19)

• What kind of servant does God delight in? (22:20-
24)

• The peg that was fastened in a secure place eventually 
gives way (22:25). Who is the peg referring to and 
what does this teach us about trusting in man? 

• How prominent was Tyre in her day and who was 
responsible for her destruction? (23:1-16)

Big Idea

God is the sovereign of our universe. His power, influence 
and reach is unparalleled. He alone is responsible for 
the rise and fall of nations. As such, the Bible exhorts us 
to be people with spiritual vision, that is a people who 
recognizes God’s majesty and glory and desires to live 
rightly before him. Those who live in rebellion of God 
will face his terrible judgment. But those who call upon 
Jesus as their Lord and Saviour will live and enjoy his 
innumerable blessings. 

Connecting to the Bible’s storyline

God is holy and righteous. Nations, no matter how 
powerful, will be judged if they rebel against God’s 
sovereign rule. God graciously offers his people spiritual 
vision to understand the truths about him and the need 
to repent. The Holy Spirit illumines our hearts and minds 
to behold the truth about God and gives us the faith to 
trust in Jesus for our salvation.

Sermon Outline

Part 1: Recognizing God’s Preeminence as Sovereign of 
the Universe (Isa 21-23)

Part 2: Our Response

1. Respond with repentant hearts (22:12-14)

2. Respond by always looking to God for deliverance 
(22:1-11)

3. Respond by investing in the eternal (Isa 21 & 23)

4. Respond by having a burden for the lost (21:3-4; 
22:4)

Application

• How has Isaiah 21-23 impacted your view of God?
• What are some things you can do to ensure that you 

have spiritual vision?
• How has the Holy Spirit challenged you to respond 

to the truth about God?
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Helpful questions to ask include:

Who is writing and to whom? 
What is the situation of the author and of the readers? 
Are we made aware of any problems that need to be addressed? 
Are there any repeated themes, or a single idea that holds everything 
together?

Application 
Apply God’s word to the heart. Move beyond merely addressing 
circumstances and behaviour by asking good “heart” questions. For 
example: Why do we do what we do? What do we really desire?

Always connect the gospel to application. For example, what difference 
does knowing Christ make to our obedience to God?

Ask what the passage teaches us about God, ourselves, salvation in 
Christ, the church, the world, etc.


