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JESUS, THE GIFT OF A BETTER KING

Use the C.O.M.A. (Context, Observation, Meaning, Application) method 
to work through the biblical text.

Context 
Pay attention to the surrounding verses, paragraphs, chapters, events, 
etc. to see how this passage fits within the context of this particular book 
of the Bible.

Note how this passage fits within the larger storyline of the whole Bible, 
i.e. how God is saving a people through Jesus Christ to live under his 
rule in his place.

Observation & Meaning 
Make careful observations of the biblical text. Notice details such 
as linking words (eg. “for”, “if”, “therefore”), repetition, dialogue, 
narrative, OT quotations, etc.

To understand the meaning of the biblical text, we need to discern 
the author’s purpose or intent: Why is the biblical author writing this? 

Guide for Study Leaders

Scripture Text

Matthew 2.1-12

Context

The passage follows the birth of Jesus in Matthew 1, and 

recounts what happens shortly (likely within 2 years) 

afterwards. Within scripture, the passage shows us the 

significance of Jesus’ birth, that He is a king who will 

threaten all other kings, as well as that He is a king for all 

nations and peoples to worship.

Observation and Meaning

• Why is it surprising that non Jews would come to 

seek one born “King of the Jews”? What is Matthew 

trying to tell us about Jesus?  

• How are the wise men lead to Jesus? Who do you 

think is leading them? What is their goal for coming 

to Jesus? 

• How does Herod react to the news about the wise 

men? Why do you think he reacts in this way? 

• Jesus will be a ‘shepherd’ for God’s people (v6). How 

does this contrast with the kind of rule that Herod 

has (v16) 

• How do the wise men respond when they meet 

Jesus? Why do you think this is appropriate?

Big Idea

Jesus Christ has come as a King for all people, and will 

shepherd all who worship Him. 

Connecting to the Bible’s storyline

When Adam and Eve sinned, the functional rule of God 

in the hearts of His people was overthrown. Jesus has 

come as the King who restores that rule by dealing with 

our sins and then receiving true worship from us.   

Sermon Outline

1. Jesus: The gift of a King we can trust in

2. Jesus: The gift of a King to unsettle what isn’t true

3. Jesus: a king for all who will worship him

Application

• Who do you think is very unlikely to ever worship 

Jesus? How does God’s leading of the Magi 

encourage you to pray for them? 

• What does Jesus threaten in your life? How are you 

inclined to deal with that threat? 

• How would understanding Jesus as a true shepherd 

for God’s people help you allow Him to reign in every 

area of your life? 

• What does it mean for you to worship Jesus? How 

do you do so? What is Jesus calling you to give him?  
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Helpful questions to ask include:

Who is writing and to whom? 
What is the situation of the author and of the readers? 
Are we made aware of any problems that need to be addressed? 
Are there any repeated themes, or a single idea that holds everything 
together?

Application 
Apply God’s word to the heart. Move beyond merely addressing 
circumstances and behaviour by asking good “heart” questions. For 
example: Why do we do what we do? What do we really desire?

Always connect the gospel to application. For example, what difference 
does knowing Christ make to our obedience to God?

Ask what the passage teaches us about God, ourselves, salvation in 
Christ, the church, the world, etc.


