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THE LORD IS OUR STRENGTH AND SONG

Use the C.O.M.A. (Context, Observation, Meaning, Application) method 
to work through the biblical text.

Context 
Pay attention to the surrounding verses, paragraphs, chapters, events, 
etc. to see how this passage fits within the context of this particular book 
of the Bible.

Note how this passage fits within the larger storyline of the whole Bible, 
i.e. how God is saving a people through Jesus Christ to live under his 
rule in his place.

Observation & Meaning 
Make careful observations of the biblical text. Notice details such 
as linking words (eg. “for”, “if”, “therefore”), repetition, dialogue, 
narrative, OT quotations, etc.

To understand the meaning of the biblical text, we need to discern 
the author’s purpose or intent: Why is the biblical author writing this? 

Guide for Study Leaders

Scripture Text

Isaiah 9.8 - 12.6

Context

In Ch 7 and 8, Isaiah addresses King Ahaz of Judah. 

The prophet now turns his attention to the Northern 

Kingdom of Israel (Ch 9) and Assyria (Ch 10) concerning 

their arrogance and the consequences they will face.

Observation and Meaning

• Read 9:8 to 10:4. In verses 9:12, 9:17, 9:21, and 10:4, 

the same phrase is repeated. What do these verses 

tell us on the root of the Israel’s crisis? How will God 

allow human sins to become His judgement upon 

them?

• Read 10:5 to 19. What does the future judgement of 

Assyria reveal of God’s nature and character to His 

people?

• Read 10:20 to 34. How is God’s faithfulness conveyed 

through the remnants during the dreadful Assyrian 

invasion?

• Read 11:1-16. What are the characteristics of the 

Branch and His kingly rule? How are they fulfilled in 

Jesus, and how is He different from other kings?

• Read 12:1-6. What is the heart of the praise song, 

and why does the earth need to hear it?

Big Idea

God’s hand in human history may seem mysterious, but 

He always has good purposes for His people who praise 

and hope in Him.

Connecting to the Bible’s storyline

From the beginning, God has always been preserving His 

people by grace in the midst of His judgement on sin. 

Through Jesus, God is making a people who hope in Him 

and will praise Him forever in His Kingdom to come.

Application

• How are we encouraging one another to take God’s 

warning seriously, and therefore respond to His 

discipline rightly?

• Are there areas of our lives that we are refusing 

to trust and submit to the Lord? How does these 

chapters help us to walk in humility and obedience 

with the Lord?

• As we consider God’s preservation of the remnants 

in the midst of trials and crises, how are we trusting 

in Him in our adversities today?

• How can we point one another constantly to our 

cosmic hope in Christ, and wait by faith for His 

coming kingdom?

© 2015, Redemption Hill Church. All rights reserved. This is a publication of Redemption Hill Church and therefore no part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in any retrieval system, or transmitted, in any 
form or by any means, whether electronic or mechanical, including photocopying and recording, without the permission of Redemption Hill Church. For queries please contact communications@rhc.org.sg.

Helpful questions to ask include:

Who is writing and to whom? 
What is the situation of the author and of the readers? 
Are we made aware of any problems that need to be addressed? 
Are there any repeated themes, or a single idea that holds everything 
together?

Application 
Apply God’s word to the heart. Move beyond merely addressing 
circumstances and behaviour by asking good “heart” questions. For 
example: Why do we do what we do? What do we really desire?

Always connect the gospel to application. For example, what difference 
does knowing Christ make to our obedience to God?

Ask what the passage teaches us about God, ourselves, salvation in 
Christ, the church, the world, etc.


