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TAKE CARE TO DO NOTHING BUT STAND IN FAITH

Use the C.O.M.A. (Context, Observation, Meaning, Application) method 
to work through the biblical text.

Context 
Pay attention to the surrounding verses, paragraphs, chapters, events, 
etc. to see how this passage fits within the context of this particular book 
of the Bible.

Note how this passage fits within the larger storyline of the whole Bible, 
i.e. how God is saving a people through Jesus Christ to live under his 
rule in his place.

Observation & Meaning 
Make careful observations of the biblical text. Notice details such 
as linking words (eg. “for”, “if”, “therefore”), repetition, dialogue, 
narrative, OT quotations, etc.

To understand the meaning of the biblical text, we need to discern 
the author’s purpose or intent: Why is the biblical author writing this? 

Guide for Study Leaders

Scripture Text

Isaiah 7

Context

In Ch 6 God reveals Himself to Isaiah, exposing his sin, 
cleansing his guilt, and commissioning him. As God has 
dealt with Isaiah’s sin, now he must deal with the sin 
of his people. In Ch 7 Isaiah is sent to urge Ahaz the 
King of Judah to trust in God in the face of the Syria and 
Northern Israel threatening to invade Judah. Because 
Ahaz has lost confidence in God’s promises to Judah 
(that a son of David will rule on the throne forever) he 
looks to secure his future with a military alliance. 

Observation and Meaning

• What crisis is Ahaz facing and how does God meet 
him at his point of need? (v1-9)

• How did Ahaz and the people respond to the threat 
of Syria’s invasion (v2)? What does their response 
tell us about their faith in God’s promises (2 Sam 
7.16)

• God’s perspective on the threat to Judah was 
different to how Ahaz saw it (v4-9). What does God 
say and how should Ahaz respond? 

• What does God’s offer of a sign and Ahaz’s refusal 
indicate to them about both? What is the major 
message of the sign which God does give? (7.10-17) 
How does Matthew 1 help us understand this?

• Why does Ahaz not want a sign? Though he gives 
a super spiritual answer, what do you think his real 
reasons are for declining it? What does Ahaz end up 
doing? (See 2 Chronicles 28.16-21)

• What does God say will happen to Judah at the 
hands of the Assyrians as a result of their lack of 
faith (v17-25)

Big Idea

We are prone to trust in things other than God, but those 
who are truly His people stand (and live) by faith alone, 
believing His Word even when it seems unbelievable.

Connecting to the Bible’s storyline

God establishes his people according to His Word, and 
they are preserved through trusting in His promises 
rather than any form of self-salvation.

Sermon Outline

1.  The test of faith: believing God’s Word (v1-9) 
a.  God’s Word comes to define reality 
b.  God’s Word comes to urge a response of faith

2.  The heart of faith: entrusting ourselves to God(v10-13)

3.  The fruit of faith: life or death (v14-25)

4.  A call to faith: putting faith in the faithful one

Application

• What news has the potential to shake your heart like 
the trees of the forest in the wind? What does your 
propensity to fear tell you about your faith in God in 
that specific area of your life? 

• Just as God sent Isaiah to meet Ahaz with a word to 
strengthen our faith, so God meets us at our point of 
need with His Word of grace to strengthen us. What 
promises of God would strengthen you in your areas 
of fear? What does it look like for you to ‘do nothing 
at all but stand by faith’? (v9)

• How is Jesus’ life, death and resurrection the 
ultimate sign of God’s faithfulness to His people and 
promises, and how does this practically help you to 
live by faith in this world? 

• How can you grow in your faith, and help others in 
our church to grow in their faith too? 
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Helpful questions to ask include:

Who is writing and to whom? 
What is the situation of the author and of the readers? 
Are we made aware of any problems that need to be addressed? 
Are there any repeated themes, or a single idea that holds everything 
together?

Application 
Apply God’s word to the heart. Move beyond merely addressing 
circumstances and behaviour by asking good “heart” questions. For 
example: Why do we do what we do? What do we really desire?

Always connect the gospel to application. For example, what difference 
does knowing Christ make to our obedience to God?

Ask what the passage teaches us about God, ourselves, salvation in 
Christ, the church, the world, etc.


