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GRACE CHANGES EVERYTHING

Use the C.O.M.A. (Context, Observation, Meaning, Application) method 
to work through the biblical text.

Context 
Pay attention to the surrounding verses, paragraphs, chapters, events, 
etc. to see how this passage fits within the context of this particular book 
of the Bible.

Note how this passage fits within the larger storyline of the whole Bible, 
i.e. how God is saving a people through Jesus Christ to live under his 
rule in his place.

Observation & Meaning 
Make careful observations of the biblical text. Notice details such 
as linking words (eg. “for”, “if”, “therefore”), repetition, dialogue, 
narrative, OT quotations, etc.

To understand the meaning of the biblical text, we need to discern 
the author’s purpose or intent: Why is the biblical author writing this? 

Guide for Study Leaders

Scripture Text

Isaiah 5-6

Context
The people of Judah faced the indictments of God for 
formalistic religion, idolatry, social injustice, superstitions 
and above all, a trust in man rather than God. (Isaiah 
1-2) As a result, God will judge by removing all forms 
of religious and social structures (Isaiah 3). Amidst 
the darkness and gloom lies the promises of a future 
restoration (cf Isaiah 2:1-5, 4:2-6)

Observation and Meaning

• 5:1-7 Why is God’s vineyard the subject of this 
lament?What has gone wrong? What is going to 
happen?

• 5:8-25 Look through each of the ‘woes’, beginning 
at verse 8, 11, 18, 20, 21, 22. Each one is a 
pronouncement of judgment, but what is the 
essence of each offence?

• 5:26-30 What response is the detailed description 
of the Assyrian invasion intended to evoke from the 
hearers? (consider the New Testament parallels- e.g. 
Mark 9:43-48; Luke 12:4-5)

• 6:1-4 Observe the details of these verses as they 
relate to God’s nature and character. Do we have 
such a view of Him?

• 6:5-7 Why is the ‘woe’ of chapter 5 repeated and 
related by Isaiah to himself? How does he react 
when he beholds the holiness of God, and what 
does God do about it?

• 6:8-13 What is the nature of Isaiah’s commission? 
What is encouraging or discouraging about it? 
Suggest why this verse is quoted again in Mark 4:9-
12 and Matthew 13: 13-15? Where else does Isaiah 
talk about the stump and what is significant about 
it? (Hint: look before and after chapter 6)

Big Idea

God’s people will face judgment for abusing his grace in 

their fruitlessness. The cleansing and commissioning of 

Isaiah their prophet suggests, however, that God may be 

willing to do the same for His people.

Connecting to the Bible’s storyline

Facing the prospect of an Assyrian invasion and eventually 

Babylonian exile, the saving purposes of God- including 

the promise of a Davidic King and his eternal rule- were 

about to be thwarted by the sin of God’s people. The 

‘stump’ which God graciously leaves behind after His 

judgment anticipates the coming of Jesus, the stump of 

Jesse (Isaiah 11:1), in whom all of God’s purposes will 

find their fulfilment. 

Application

• How has God shown His grace to us, and how have 

we abused it?

• How do the sins exposed in Isaiah 5 apply to us as 

individuals and as a church? How else have you 

despised the Word of God or disregarded Him?

• What are the personal and corporate implications 

of God’s holiness? How does that encourage you to 

embrace the cross-work of Christ even more?

• How can we encourage one another to greater 

faithfulness when we are called to a challenging and 

potentially discouraging ministry? 
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Helpful questions to ask include:

Who is writing and to whom? 
What is the situation of the author and of the readers? 
Are we made aware of any problems that need to be addressed? 
Are there any repeated themes, or a single idea that holds everything 
together?

Application 
Apply God’s word to the heart. Move beyond merely addressing 
circumstances and behaviour by asking good “heart” questions. For 
example: Why do we do what we do? What do we really desire?

Always connect the gospel to application. For example, what difference 
does knowing Christ make to our obedience to God?

Ask what the passage teaches us about God, ourselves, salvation in 
Christ, the church, the world, etc.


