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Use the C.O.M.A. (Context, Observation, Meaning, Application) method 
to work through the biblical text.

Context 
Pay attention to the surrounding verses, paragraphs, chapters, events, 
etc. to see how this passage fits within the context of this particular book 
of the Bible.

Note how this passage fits within the larger storyline of the whole Bible, 
i.e. how God is saving a people through Jesus Christ to live under his 
rule in his place.

Observation & Meaning 
Make careful observations of the biblical text. Notice details such 
as linking words (eg. “for”, “if”, “therefore”), repetition, dialogue, 
narrative, OT quotations, etc.

To understand the meaning of the biblical text, we need to discern 
the author’s purpose or intent: Why is the biblical author writing this? 
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Scripture Text

Isaiah 1

Context

Isaiah begins just as the reign of Uzziah is nearing its end. 
Uzziah’s reign can be summed up as a time of military 
expansion, political stability, and great prosperity. But 
five years before he died, a new and ambitious ruler 
of Assyria came into power, creating much uncertainty 
in the nation. Added to this uncertainty was a growing 
divide in the nation between those who were wealthy 
and others who were oppressed. Whilst religious 
observance continued, people’s hearts were far from 
God. 

Observation and Meaning

• What are the charges God brings against His people? 
What are the analogies God uses and how do 
these help us understand why this is so grievous to 
God?(V2-4)

• Why is this so tragic? What are the effects of their 
rebellion? (V5-9) 

• What are the various ways in the passage that show 
that they don’t know God? Why is this surprising 
given that they are still engaged in religious activity 
(V11-15)?

• What is the amazing hope seen in v18-20, 27? What 
does it point to? 

• V25 shows that God will purify the city but that this 
purification might be painful. What do verses 26-27 
show us God’s big picture goal for this city is? 

• What is the future for those who refuse to grab hold 
of God’s offer? What is the alternative? (V27-31)

Big Idea

Forsaking the Lord grieves Him, shows we don’t know 

Him, ruins our lives and leads to judgment, but God is 

able to redeem those who return to Him a willing heart. 

Connecting to the Bible’s storyline

God has redeemed a people for Himself, but those 

people have turned away from them in their hearts. God 

comes to beg them to turn back to him, offering hope 

of salvation, which will ultimately be fulfilled in His Son, 

and result in Him creating a truly righteous city where 

He will dwell forever (Rev 21).

Application

• What areas of your life show that you don’t ‘know’ 

God deeply and rightly? How would knowing God 

rightly as the Holy One change your behaviour in 

that area?

• How does warning of v27 and the promise and hope 

of v18-20 and v26 encourage you to turn to God? 

What does it look for you to do so now? 

• Verse 26-27 shows us a glorious picture of the 

Heavenly City that God is creating through the work 

of Jesus  and will come finally in Rev 21. How does 

the promise of God’s work of purification encourage 

you to walk in holiness before Him now?
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Helpful questions to ask include:

Who is writing and to whom? 
What is the situation of the author and of the readers? 
Are we made aware of any problems that need to be addressed? 
Are there any repeated themes, or a single idea that holds everything 
together?

Application 
Apply God’s word to the heart. Move beyond merely addressing 
circumstances and behaviour by asking good “heart” questions. For 
example: Why do we do what we do? What do we really desire?

Always connect the gospel to application. For example, what difference 
does knowing Christ make to our obedience to God?

Ask what the passage teaches us about God, ourselves, salvation in 
Christ, the church, the world, etc.


