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EXPERIENTIAL	  FAITH

Use  the  C.O.M.A.  (Context,  Observation,  Meaning,  Application)  method  

to  work  through  the  biblical  text.

Context  

Pay  attention  to  the  surrounding  verses,  paragraphs,  chapters,  events,  

etc.  to  see  how  this  passage  fits  within  the  context  of  this  particular  book  

of  the  Bible.

Note  how  this  passage  fits  within  the  larger  storyline  of  the  whole  Bible,  

i.e.  how  God  is  saving  a  people  through  Jesus  Christ  to  live  under  his  

rule  in  his  place.

Observation  &  Meaning  

Make  careful  observations  of  the  biblical  text.  Notice  details  such  

narrative,  OT  quotations,  etc.

To  understand  the  meaning  of  the  biblical  text,  we  need  to  discern  
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Are  there  any  repeated  themes,  or  a  single  idea  that  holds  everything  

Application  

Ask  what  the  passage  teaches  us  about  God,  ourselves,  salvation  in  

Christ,  the  church,  the  world,  etc.


